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Happy Easter

St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

Mass Intentions

Holy Saturday, April 15th
Vigil: Easter Sunday, Resurrection of the Lord
7:00 PM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
by Jay
Easter Sunday, April 16th
Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
10:30 AM

Parishioners Living & Deceased

Monday, April 17th
7:00 AM
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their family
Tuesday, April 18th
7:00 AM
Anthony & Mary (Carpinella) Posco
by Peter & Mary Gravelle
5:00-6:30 PM

Confessions

Wednesday, April 19th
7:00 AM
Lena Pandiscio
by Rose Gimmarino & family
Thursday, April
7:00 AM

20th

Friday, April 21st
7:00 AM

Special Intentions of
the Venerini Sisters

No Mass

Saturday, April 22nd
Vigil: Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 PM
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Sunday, April 23rd
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
Mary Celona
by her brother, Frank Celona & family
10:30 AM

Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their children

April 15-16, 2017
Easter Sunday
“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are
on earth.” (COLOSSIANS 3:2) Do you put God first in all things?
Possessions, money, power, ego can easily become gods to
many of us. Do a quick check of what is important to you. Is God
at the very top of the list? If not, your priorities need to be readjusted. Don’t let earthly things become a god before God.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 2:42-47
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel John 20:19-31

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA BEGINS TUESDAY, APRIL 18
This year’s theme is “Finding God”
All novena nights begin at 7pm here at St. Anthony Church
and include novena prayers, homily and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Nine
consecutive Tuesdays. Remaining preachers to be published
next week.

Finding God in Nature
April 18 Fr. Leo LeBlanc, Pastor
St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

SAVE THE DATE! – St. Anthony 9th
Annual Golf Tournament will be held at
Townsend Ridge Country Club on Friday,
May 26, 2017. $100 per golfer which
includes hot dog & hamburger lunch on
the course. Mulligans, Las Vegas holes and many other
festivities are planned. Brochures for sign up are available at
the entrances of the church or you can go to our “donate”
button online. This is a great way to kick off your Memorial
Day weekend!

LAST CALL FOR RICE BOWLS –We ask you to return your
Rice Bowls to the church office during regular office hours
THIS week. We will be sending in the money collected on
Thursday. If you miss the deadline, please call the office for
an address where you can mail your donation directly. Thank
you!

Weekly Collection April 9, 2017
Sunday Offerings $5,182

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Lawrence Badagliacca
and Joseph Marabello
by their family

ETERNITY IS NOW ALLELUIA!
Easter is HERE and NOW. Christ is risen! We have been re- born
an Alleluia people. We celebrate today our entrance into Eternal
Life. Our baptism proclaims both our being buried to alienation
from God (sin), and simultaneously re-birth into Divine Life. If
this is true, then why do we suffer still and why must we die?
Ever since our first parents we have wanted to be like God. We
believed the lie of the devil that being human was not good
enough for us. We believed the lie that God was hiding
something from us. We wanted to be more than human. We
wanted to be the center of the universe. Our buying into the lie
has brought on selfishness, guilt and shame. The lie has
brought us to seek false security, a lust for power and pleasure,
and a greed that is insatiable. All of this and countless suffering
exists because we have sought “life away from God”, which is
really death and sin. Who will liberate us from all this suffering
and alienation we feel, and from all of these lies? For the devil
very much is the prince of lies.
We must believe and realize who we really are: children of God.
But who will save us from being steeped in sin, and from
ourselves and our pride, and from our attempts to become gods
when in reality we have so often become monsters or, at best,
lost souls?
Only God can liberate us from the terrible mess we have created
and are still creating. Only God Himself can save and heal us.
And so in the fullness of time God sent us His only begotten Son
to embrace our humanity and thereby save it, and to restore
that relationship we so much need in order to be fully human
and fully alive. Christ, His Son, embraced every ounce of our
humanity even our sinful condition, even though He was
Himself without sin. Jesus himself has become the Sacred
Bond, the Sacred Covenant we needed to restore our friendship
with God.
Christ is risen no more to die. Our faith reveals the truth of who
we are. Not only is God not our enemy, He is our Friend, and
even more, in Christ and through Christ God is revealed as our
very own Father. The lie has been destroyed. Resurrection faith
has us enter Eternal Life. He reveals to us that the death of our
human bodies is not annihilation, as the tempter would have us
believe, but a passage or a Passover into the fullness of
Relationship and Love. Our humanity is not something to be
abhorred and divinity something to envy, but in accepting and
embracing our very humanity we enter into full relationship with
God. Christ is the Truth, He is our Resurrection, He is our Way
to God and to each other. And the Spirit of the Risen Christ alive
in us is the pledge that this is so. Alleluia!

- Fr. Leo
Week 3: Partners in
Charity Annual Appeal
This past weekend we had
17 donors and $4,010 in
donations for a total of
$25,869. We thank all of you that have donated thus far!
If you have not sent in your donation yet, please use the
Campaign envelope, indicating your gift or pledge, and mail it
directly to the diocese or bring it to church next weekend. You
may also make your gift online at www.partners-charity.net..

School News

St. Anthony School Science Fair Winners
Our 5th through 8th graders participated in a school Science Fair
this past Tuesday. Winners from each grade are:
Grade 5: Jillian St. Jean, Manny Carvalho, Shea Gonyor
Grade 6: Liah Diaz, Anthony Tramontozzi
Grade 7: Nicholas Triolo, Devin Caron
Grade 8: Anthony DiNardo & Brayden Gendron, Gabriel Johnson
Caleb Joseph & Jake Thibeault
Please join us in congratulating these students and wishing
them good luck as they attend the Worcester Diocese Science
Fair at Assumption College next month, May 18th, 2017. All are
invited to attend! Call the school for details.

HOW FAR WOULD YOU WALK FOR
WATER? The average distance many
people in the developing world walk
for water is 6 kilometers and it is not
necessarily safe water. Join us on Saturday, May 6th, for the
World Vision’s Global 6K for Water- it’s the distance we walk,
so they no longer have to. Exact location in Fitchburg to be
determined next week. If you can’t walk, consider a donation.
Nearly 1,000 children under 5 die every day from diarrhea
caused by contaminated water, poor sanitation and improper
hygiene. World Vision is the largest non-governmental provider
of clean water in the developing world. For information contact
Angela Saball at 978-866-8332 or angsaball2@verizon.net.

Spring Carnival – St. Bernard’s Elementary School is having
their annual carnival from Wednesday, April 19th – Sunday, April
23rd. Come out and enjoy good food, fast rides and so much
more!

New Location for the Confessional – We are
pleased to announce that the new confessional
is ready!
Please note that, beginning
immediately, confessions will be heard in what
has been previously called the “Children’s or
Cry Room” in the ell. Renovations have been
made including a folding partition for those who
wish to remain anonymous as well as drapes for
the large glass windows and shades for the doors. Lighting has
been installed with red and green indicators so that you will
know when the room is available for you to enter. We hope that
the change in location and size of the confessional will better
suit a wider range of parishioners with different physical
abilities. As an added bonus, it has comfortable seating! Please
sit anywhere in the ell while you wait your turn and use the door
closest to the hall and back stairs to enter and exit. A green light
will indicate when the room is unoccupied, red occupied. The
new confessional has been made possible by a generous
donation from Mary Aho in memory of her late husband Wayne
and her parents Joseph & Rita Morizzo. We also wish to
acknowledge the beautiful drapes that were hand-made by
Sandy Champa. Note: this room is only used on Tuesday
evenings for confessions, it is still available for extra seating
during all Masses.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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