Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 18th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 PM
Nicola, Guiseppina & Gerald Volpe
by Ann & Florence
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Sunday, April 19th
Second Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy Sunday
Mary & James DiConza and
son Nicholas & Elaine
by Connie & Tony Tessi
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
Bob Babeau
by Elena Valeri & Church Choir members
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, April 20th
8:00 AM
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their family
Tuesday, April 21st
St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Tony Parisi (Month’s Mind)
by his wife Ann
Wednesday, April 22nd
8:00 AM
Donald Cormier
by Jim & Nancy Richard
Thursday, April 23rd
St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
Mary Celona (Anniversary)
by her brother Frank & sister Grace
Friday, April 24th
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest & Martyr
8:00 AM
No Mass
Saturday, April 25th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Letizia Pennetti (Anniversary)
by the Penetti family
Deceased of the DiPietro Family
by Theresa
Sunday, April 26th
Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Angela & Mario Scaficchia
by their family
10:30 AM
Annette Richard (8th Anniversary)
by her children & grandchildren
Donald Cormier
by Aaron & Junko Carter
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

April 18 - 19, 2020

Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday
Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with
them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their
midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my
side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and
said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come
to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and have believed.” (John 20:19-31)
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 2:14, 22-23
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-21
Gospel Luke 24:13-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Please Join Fr. Juan for a Livestream of the
Mass weekly at 10:00 on Sunday’s Via
Facebook. Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg
If you do not have a Facebook account, please just
click on the blue “f” icon on the front (right hand side)
of our website homepage where you can gain access.
The Mass remains there for you to see at a later time
if you missed it.
FATV will air our weekly Sunday Masses at 2:00pm
each week on Comcast Ch. 8 and Version Ch. 35.
Please help spread the word.
Note
about
the
traditional
Good
Friday Collection for
the Holy Land: This
has
just
been
postponed worldwide
to September 13 by the Holy See. If you automatically sent in an
envelope or made an online contribution, we thank you. Your
donations will be sent to the diocese later this month, and we will
conduct an in-pew 2nd collection for this on September 13th

Masses and other church related functions remain
suspended until further notice. The Church Office will be
closed. All meetings and physical appointments are being
postponed until further notice.
Please communicate by email and phone as we will monitor
both throughout the day. Please, only use the emergency
line if you have someone that requires sacrament of the
sick.
Thank you for your patience and your own efforts in
combating this virus. Please stay well, stay home, and
continue to work together and follow safe practices for you
and others. God bless you.

Dear Friends,
Over these days of isolation and reflection I’ve realized that we are living in a technological society. In the
midst of questions, statistics, deaths, and uncertainties We just take more than a minute to check our Facebook
accounts and see what’s in there. As I saw this “funny” picture on internet, I think about how we may find one another
after all of this. I often also read the statements of faith that many churches now publish on their websites. I never ask
myself if it’s a liberal church or a conservative church. I never wonder what position their members and leadership
take on modern and controversial topics. Sometimes, from just a simple glance at a church web page, I conclude that
we all drink from the same cup and worship the same God!...Yes…We all are ONE! We eat at one table, we kneel at one
cross, we praise one name. Across political, socioeconomic, and geographic divides, all Christians claim the same good
news: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us and was resurrected. How, then, do we account for the
incredible differences in opinion among Christians today and what exactly do we do about it?
The Apostle Paul compares the church to a human body. Like a human body, the body of Christ is made up of many
parts. Each part of the body brings a different perspective, a different understanding, and has a different role to play.
But no part can function on its own and all must work together to survive. Even in the tremendous diversity of the
body, by God’s power there is unity.
This unity in Christ has been hard to see in recent times. Christians of differing theological understandings have
resorted to schism and isolation rather than attempting the hard work of confronting conflict. And while it may seem
easier for rival factions to simply go their separate ways, where is the Christian witness in running from difficult
situations? Is our belief in God’s power so small that we cannot fathom the bridging of our differences? Is our
commitment to Jesus’ command to love one another really so weak? Paul’s words admonish our actions: “The eye can
never say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you.’ The head can’t say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.'”
Our Christian witness is not found in our ability to agree on all things. We are not called to be a church of mindless
clones. That is the witness of human culture, which forces individuals to choose between agreement or exclusion.
Instead, our Christian witness is found in the fact that we are one body of many disagreeing parts. Our witness is
found in our diversity, in our humility, in our graciousness, in our love for God, and in our love for one another.
Even with Christ as the head, disagreements will still exist among believers. But Christians have a choice when it
comes to conflict in their churches. And when we choose to let Christ hold us together, we choose to receive the
blessing of his saving grace and the power of his resurrection. The spiritual death that is enmity, division, and
suspicion can be turned into a renewed life of love, unity, and understanding.
I’ve seen it happen in my own life. I am blessed to lead a wonderful and diverse community whose language,
background, and political leanings differ from mine. But God has been working on my heart, and while we might not
agree with one another, I’ve started loving them in a new way!!!
Instead of loving my church family despite our disagreements, I’ve somehow come to love them because of those
disagreements. I’m beginning to realize that my brothers and sisters who disagree with me are not some sort of trial
or hardship, but an example of God’s grace in my life. How else are we to experience God’s grace and power if not
through his ability to renew our lives in the midst of conflict and disagreement?
I have been blessed with the opportunity of streaming masses as this picture shows and I have come to a new
understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ. As I move forward into this next chapter of my life, I
pray for opportunities to put this new perspective into practice, trusting that all things truly will hold together in
Christ!!!
Hope you like the picture.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

How to make a Spiritual Communion
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of
Contrition. Then pray on of the prayers recommended by the
saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by St.
Alphonsus Liguori:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you
were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiving
Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
-Taken from the Catholic Free Press March 20, 2020 -
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(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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Funeral Director
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Fitchburg, MA 01420
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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