Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 23rd
Vigil: Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 PM
Joseph Alteri, III
by his family
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy
Sunday, April 24th
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
Esther Fountain
by her daughter Tina & Leo Roderick
10:30 AM
Angelo Femino
by his wife Anne & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, April 25th
St. Mark, Evangelist
8:00 AM
Dec. of the Marabello & Thibodeau Families
by Diane Macchio
Mary Celona
by her brother Frank
Tuesday, April 26th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, April 27th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, April 28th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, April 29th
St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, April 30th
1:00 PM
BAPTISM: Jimmy Junior Mwangi
Vigil: Third Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Letizia Pennetti
by the Pennetti family
John Pagnotta
by Edward Richard
Sunday, May 1st
Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Bonnie Wyson
by Mike & Pat Capone
10:30 AM
Annette Richard (10th Anniversary)
By her family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

April 23 - 24, 2022
Divine Mercy Sunday
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.’” (JOHN 20:21) Peace – the first gift of the risen
Lord. Just as Jesus sent the apostles out into the world, so too, He sends
us. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be compassionate and
merciful; and not with just those who are our friends, but also with our
“enemies.” Think of someone in your life who you need to reconcile
with. Call them right now or better yet, go visit them.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41
Second Reading Revelations 5:11-14
Gospel John 21:1-19

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES EVERY TUESDAY
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. Full list of preachers will follow.
Week 2

April 26

Fr. Juan Ramirez

Please bring your Rice Bowl donations to
the church sacristy, please do not put
them in the collection basket. We will
send in our collection the week of April
25th so please return them promptly! Remember, all money
collected goes directly to Catholic Relief Services to aid in their
help to provide food to those most in need. Thanks to those who
have already brought theirs back.

Partners in Charity Collection is ongoing. If you have not made a
donation to Partners in Charity, please do so in the next couple
of weeks. Mail your donation directly to Worcester in the envelope
provided. There will be listings in the Catholic Free Press
periodically, that will show each parishes contribution. Many
agencies rely on your generosity. Thank you for any amount
given.

Please pray for the souls of
Marie Moriarty
&
Mary P. Zichelle
May God grant their families peace.

Dear Friends,
In today's Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus also
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun. As Jesus was sent by God, so too does Jesus send his
disciples. This continuity with Jesus' own mission is an essential element of the Church. Jesus grants the means to
accomplish this mission when he gives his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit binds us together as a
community of faith and strengthens us to bear witness to Jesus' Resurrection.
Jesus' words to his disciples also highlight the integral connection between the forgiveness of sins and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness and reconciliation are gifts to us from Jesus. With the grace of the Holy Spirit, we can
share these with others. This is another essential aspect of what it means to be Christ's Church. The Church continues
Jesus? ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation.
Thomas, the disciple who doubts, represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first community of
disciples. All but the first disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like Thomas, we may doubt the news that
Jesus, who was crucified and buried, appeared to his disciples. It is part of our human nature to seek hard evidence
that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death is, indeed, the same Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is
given the opportunity to be our representative who obtains this evidence. He gives witness to us that the Jesus who
was raised is the same Jesus who had died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are among those who are blessed for
we have not seen and yet have believed.
Blessings,
Fr Juan

Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is ongoing. Please bring
items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week to the
public so there is always much needed.
Sung Mass in Clinton - Worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness! (Ps. 96:9). On Sunday, May 8 at 6pm, a Sunday Mass
will be offered at St. John the Guardian of Our Lady Parish at 80
Union St. Clinton, MA 01510 in which the entire Liturgy will be
sung – as a wonderful opportunity to enter into that beauty of
holiness which is at the heart of every Mass. Music booklets will
be available for all in attendance, so that one can join in singing
or simply follow along in prayerful union. We also invite singers
who would like to participate in the choir for this Mass – the Cor
Unum Chorale – directed by Paul Jernberg. A choir rehearsal will
be held beforehand from 4:15-5:45pm.
Words of Wisdom from Bishop Fulton Sheen:
“Imagine a large circle and in the center of it rays of light that
spread out to the circumference. The light in the center is Dog;
each of us is a ray. The closer the rays are to the center, the
closer the rays are to one another. The closer we live to God,
the closer we are bound to our neighbor; the farther we are
from God, the farther we are from one another. The more each
ray departs from its center, the weaker it becomes; and the
closer it gets to the center, the stronger it becomes.”
“The proud man counts his newspaper clippings; the humble,
his blessings.”

St. Mary Recycle Mission Group has been working with Catholic
organizations over the last 25 years. We have helped recycle no
longer needed items from Churches as well as parishioners who
need a place for their personal religious items and don't know
what to do with them.
Our recycling program was developed to help parishes in need
of items that they cannot afford, and also to help the
community.
Our first large effort was following Hurricane Katrina in New
Orleans as we sent hundreds of recycled items to a parish there
that was more than happy to accept items for both the parish
and parishioners that we had gathered.
We can take in or give just about anything of religious nature
such as:
- Vestments; Crucifixes; Statues; Rosaries (damaged ok)
- Chalices; Altar Ware of all kinds
- Altar Books/Missals/Lectionaries
- Holy Medals; Holy Cards.
- Prayer books only – (no pamphlets)
- Framed Pictures
No reading books or large furniture type items at this time.
If you have any of the above items, please bring them to the
church office BETWEEN APRIL 25 - 27TH ONLY. Items are
scheduled for pick up immediately after. Please drop your
items off during the hours of 9:30 – 2:00, Monday –
Wednesday. No items will be accepted outside of these hours
or days. Thank you.
Prayer for Divine Mercy:
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of
compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase
Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not
despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence
submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy
itself.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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