Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 2nd
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Immacolata & Orazio DePiano
by the DiVito family
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Sunday, April 3rd
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Denise Terho
by Elena Anzalone & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, April 4th
St. Isadore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, April 5th
St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, April 6th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, April 7th
St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest
8:00 AM
Joseph R. Amico
by his aunt & uncle
Friday, April 8th
NO MASS
5:15 PM
6:00 PM

Holy Hour of Adoration & Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 8th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
4:00 PM
Anne (DeCosta) Helin
by her sister Kathleen
Lawrence Badagliacca & Joseph Marabello
by their family
Sunday, April 3rd
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
Edward Ledger
by his wife Dottie
Paula Gaudet (2nd Anniversary)
by her husband Bob
10:30 AM
Diane Lomaglio (1st Anniversary)
by her Mom, Dad & Brother
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn Michaelian

April 2 - 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Lent
“…For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them
so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (PHILIPPIANS 3:8) The first
commandment says that we should not put other gods before the
Lord. Sharing all of our gifts - our time in prayer, our talent in charitable
works and our treasure to support the Church helps us keep God first in
everything. It helps us from putting other gods before God. It helps us
from becoming a slave to our possessions. It helps us to use our gifts
for the glory of God and not for the glory of ourselves.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Luke 22:14-23:56

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Lenten News:
Every Friday during Lent:
5:15 pm
Holy Hour/Confessions
6:00 pm
Stations of the Cross

Lenten Concert Tuesday, April 12 @ 7:00 pm in church.
Light refreshments in the church hall to follow. No charge.

Holy Thursday
Good Friday

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
6:00 PM
Passion of the Lord
7:00 PM
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
7:00 PM
Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

Simple Supper – All are invited to attend a Simple Supper here
in the church hall, Wednesday, April 13th at 5:00 PM. The meal
will consist of clam & corn chowder, salad & roll. There is no cost,
but donations are gladly accepted. There will be a bake sale if
you’d like to take something home to share on Easter Sunday 😊
How are you doing with your loose
change donations to your Rice Bowls? At
the end of Lent you may bring your
donations to the church sacristy or
office, – please do not put them in the collection basket (they
become too heavy). We will begin collecting the Rice Bowls Palm
Sunday weekend, April 9th & 10th . Please remember, all money
collected goes directly to Catholic Relief Services to aid in their
help to provide food to those most in need.

Amberly Lopez Pagan
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her family, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the vicinity of the Temple. The
scribes and the Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman who has been caught in the act of adultery. They put to
Jesus the question of what ought to be done in this case.
The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of adultery were to be
stoned to death. Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish people did not have the authority to execute people;
this is cited in John's passion narrative. To answer the Pharisees' question, Jesus must propose an action that will be
either contrary to the Law of Moses or contrary to Roman law. The purpose of the question appears to be similar to
the question about paying taxes. Either answer, yes or no, will support the Pharisees' case against Jesus.
Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those who posed the
question. Jesus, after writing on the ground with his finger, addresses those who stand before him and suggests that
the one without sin cast the first stone. Jesus then returns to his writing. This Scripture reading, by the way, is the only
evidence we have of Jesus' writing. Yet there are no specific details about what he wrote.
We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus has eluded the trap
they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees who do not, in the end, claim to be sinless
and worthy of passing judgment.
Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to condemn the
woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, refusing to pass judgment on her and
exhorting her to avoid future sin.
Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about making judgments of
others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all unworthy to judge the sins of
others and we would stand convicted by God for our transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge,
offers us who are sinners his mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus' compassion, we are sent to sin no more and
to live in God's love and peace.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is also ongoing. Please
bring items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week
to the public so there is always much needed.
Partners in Charity in Pew Collection will take place next
weekend. If you received a letter from Fr. Juan, please mail your
donation directly to Worcester in the envelope provided. If you
did not receive a letter, please prayerfully consider contributing
to this annual appeal in any amount and come prepared next
weekend. Many agencies rely on your generosity. Thank you!
Time for a Spiritual Check-up? - Covid has made the last 2 years
spiritually and physically challenging for many. All are welcome
to join Annunciation Parish on Saturday, April 9 from 10 to
Noon, at Holy Spirit Chapel, 50 Lovewell St. Gardner to reflect
on the challenges (and possible blessings) of the past 2 years
and prayerfully consider how God is inviting you to follow Him
into the future. The morning will include prayer, an opportunity
to share our stories and quiet reflection before the Blessed
Sacrament. Please RSVP by contacting Maura Sweeney at 978632-0253 or religioused@annunciationgardner.org

Hospitality Committee meets on Monday, April 4th at 6pm in
the church hall. Much to discuss. New members all welcome!

Italian Pastry for Easter! – Patty Vacca Martin, along with the
members of the Hospitality Committee are taking orders for
assorted Italian cookies, pies & cannoli. Some of the coolie
choices include anise, lemon, pistachio, mostaccioli (dark
chocolate with walnuts); filled: fig, raspberry, apricot; almond
biscotti. Cannoli, cream puffs & Zeppole. Pies: ricotta & ham.
Pizza Rustica (Italian Easter Pizza) & Pizzagaina (Italian Easter
meat with ricotta cheese) any size! Easter egg baskets,
individual or multiple. The choices are dizzying! Deadline to
order is Monday, April 11th. Don’t be left out, call Patty at 978407-9385 to discuss selections and place your order. You can
also see some selections on her FB page. Thank you for your
continued support. All proceeds go to St. Anthony Church!

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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