Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Summer Hours:
June – September (Labor day week)
Monday – Thursday 9-1 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00 (suspended during

the Summer months)

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION
BAPTISM OF INFANTS

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 18th
Vigil: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Frances Petrucci
by Peter & Linda Allaire
19th

Sunday, August
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Sister Janet Badagliacca &
Sister Inez Ferrari
by a friend
10:30 AM
Bill Cunningham (30th Anniversary)
by his wife & daughter Donna
1:00 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, August 20th
St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Open Intention
21st

Tuesday, August
St. Pius X, Pope
7:00 AM
Open Intention
22nd

Wednesday, August
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, August 23rd
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin
7:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Anthony Parish
Friday, August 24th
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
7:00 AM
NO MASS

August 18-19, 2018
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Get up and eat, else the journey will be too long for you!” (1 KINGS
19:7) Jesus knows that our stewardship journey will be difficult; we are
not designed to do it on our own. Fortunately, Jesus gave us the greatest
gift of all – the gift of the Eucharist; His own body and blood. When we
join our sacrifices with the sacrifice of the Mass, we find the strength
and courage to be His joyful disciples.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
Second Reading Ephesians 5:21-32
Gospel John 6:60-69

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Our printer was away, therefore, this bulletin was produced one
week in advance. The information enclosed is as up to date as
was possible from the date submitted.
The Madonna della Cava Society will hold a wrap up meeting on
Monday evening, August 20th at 6:30 in the church. All the
members are encouraged to attend.
Bus Trip to the North End Planned! – If there is enough interest,
a bus trip is planned for a trip to Boston’s North End to celebrate
the Feast of St. Anthony on Sunday, August 26th. The round-trip
bus fare is $25 – paid in advance. The bus will leave from the
Double Tree Hotel in Leominster at 8:30 AM and return at 6:00
PM. If interested, please contact Patty Vacca-Martin at 978-6024919 or Elena Valeri at 978-413-2137 for further details. Don’t
delay, call today!

Saturday, August 25th
Vigil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Agnes Clear
by Peter & Linda Allaire
Sunday, August 26th
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Members of the Gerow & Hatin Families
by Judy & Daniel Gerow
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti, Jr. (10th Anniversary)
by his family
1:00 PM
African Community Mass
Lord Jesus Christ,
Your gift of Eucharist is beyond us. It is beyond our imaginations,
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Agnes Clear
by her family

beyond our senses, beyond our ability to comprehend. Increase in
us, your family, our desire to receive you, and share you in our
lives. The Mass is central to our faith, Lord. It is where we will find
you; may it be where you find us, always seeking to show you our
commitment to live life as your children. Amen.
-Our Sunday Visitor-

Dear Friends,
The Gospel today is still from Chapter 6 of the Gospel of John. This means that it is still about the Eucharist as it
has been for the past several Sundays. Over and over this Gospel writer keeps telling us: Jesus is Lord, Jesus is God, Jesus
is our Savior, Jesus is truly in the bread that He gives us, Jesus is the bread that nourishes us.
This type of imagery is reflecting the reality of Jesus for us. It is not enough just to eat the bread of the Eucharist.
We can eat that bread unworthily as well. We must come to know Jesus in the bread. We must consume Jesus in our
daily lives. When we eat Jesus, we become Jesus. Usually when we eat something, that something becomes us. In the
case of Jesus, when we eat Him, we become Him.
We eat Jesus by doing His will, by believing in Him and following what He asks of us. We eat Jesus by doing acts
of love for others, even when we must sacrifice ourselves. We eat Jesus when we care for the poor and the outcast.
Perhaps we eat Jesus most when we recognize His true presence in the Eucharist and receive Him physically in
communion and also respond to that communion by our way of living. Let us walk in the way of the Lord.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.
Distinguished Bernardian Gala - The Bernardian Charitable
Foundation will host the Distinguished Bernardian Gala on
Saturday, September 29th at the Double Tree in Leominster.
Cocktails at 6pm Dinner and Ceremony at 7pm. This year's
inductees are: Mary (Nally) Whitney ’53 ; Karen (St. Cyr) Leger
’65 ; Claire (DiNatale) Freda ‘66 :William McSheehy ‘66 : Fr.
Wayne Berndt, OFM Cap. ‘72 :Martha McKittrick ‘ 79 R.D.,
C.D.E. Colonel David Schmitt USA ’88 : Nathan Bilotta ‘93 : CDR
Michael Norton ‘93 USN, Ph.D. Tickets are $60 per person and
may be purchased through September 14th at
https://stbernardscchs.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter – Taste and see the goodness
of the Lord. Put Christ’s love into your relationship by attending
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME
Weekend is on September 15-16 in Medway, and December 79 in Duxbury, MA.
For more information, visit us at
https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at
800-710-9963.

Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry. Is a
program established to collect and provide personal hygiene
items and toiletries for low income individuals and families.
Current SNAP guidelines exclude personal hygiene items from
allowable purchases. These restrictions have had a profound
impact, because clients are exposed to greater health and
emotional risks, and poor hygiene habits lead to fewer
employment opportunities, which forces participants to make
difficult choices. Our first collection was taken up last weekend.
Please, if you are able, bring in one or two items for the
September collection the weekend of 15-16. We will have one
box clearly labeled at the front of the church so as not to be
confused with our food pantry collections. Any items you can
donate will be so appreciated by the recipients.
Thank you. The following items are needed:

Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.

Our Lady of the Lake 43rd Annual Parish Bazaar September 78, Friday 5-10PM & Saturday 12-10PM. Friday night:
Crossroads Band, Saturday, DJ Ray Richards. Kids Alley, giant
slide, obstacle course, dunk tank, International food,
homemade pie & ice cream, Country Store and much more. For
information call the church or check them out on Facebook.
St. Joseph Parish Bereavement Support Group Begin your path
toward hope and healing. The next six week faith based Grief
Support Group for those grieving the loss of a loved one will
begin on: Monday, September 10, and continue through
Monday, October 15, from 10-11:30 am. Meetings will be at
Madonna of the Holy Rosary Church, 118 Theresa St.,
Fitchburg. Pre-registration is required (space is limited) call
Jerolyn (Jerri) Blouin, Coordinator/facilitator at 978-345-5416.
This is offered as a free service to the community.

