Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Summer Hours:
June – September (Labor day week)
Monday – Thursday 9-1 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00 (suspended during

the Summer months)

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION
BAPTISM OF INFANTS

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 25th
Vigil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Agnes Clear
by Peter & Linda Allaire
Vincent & Virginia Anderson
by her daughter Pat & grandchildren
Sunday, August 26th
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Members of the Gerow & Hatin Families
by Judy & Daniel Gerow
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti, Jr. (10th Anniversary)
by his family
1:00 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, August 27th
St. Monica
7:00 AM
Intentions of the Residents of the Gables
Tuesday, August 28th
St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, August 29th
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
7:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Anthony Parish
Thursday, August 30th
7:00 AM
MaryAnn (Secino) Fuhs
by her family

August 25-26, 2018
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will
serve…As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” (JOSHUA
24:15) When we commit to serve the Lord, we must be willing to become
a partner in the work of the Lord. A partner is a person who invests time
in prayer every day, joyfully participates in charitable works and
generously supports the parish and Church mission. If we say we serve
God, we must actually do something and not merely talk about it!
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
Second Reading James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Thursday, September 6th from 10
– noon at Ann Parisi’s house. All those who crochet and knit are
welcome! You may also be a part of this ministry from your home.
Call Ann at 978-342-9498 or Barbara Ledger at (978) 342-1546
for any questions you may have.
Fall/Early Winter Ministry Scheduling Request Forms have been
emailed out. Please let us know the times you are NOT available.
Your cooperation in returning these forms by Monday, September
3rd is greatly appreciated. Paper copies are in the sacristy (back
side of the door) for those that need them.
****If you are interested in becoming a lector, Eucharistic
Minister or altar server, please see Fr. Juan immediately so that
we can include you on the new schedule. Thank you.

Friday, August 31st
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 1st
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased Members of the
Francesco & Anna Celona Family
by their family
Sunday, September 2nd
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Antoinette Balducci
by the Macchio family
10:30 AM
Vincenzo (Jimmy) Salamone
By MaryAnn Michaelian

Collection Report for the Month of July 2018
Sunday Offerings
$19,550
Building & Maintenance
1,218
*Other Income
2,700
TOTAL
$23,468
**Expenses
15,718
Net Income
$7,750
*Other Income = Gifts, Mass Stipends (Weddings & Funerals), Rental
**Expenses = Utilities, Repairs/Maintenance (including snow/grounds),
Property & Health Insurances, Salaries, Church Supplies, Parish Office
Administration, Religious Education

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Family Intentions
by L. L.
Please pray for the souls of
John Celona
Concetta Hildreth &
Vincenzo Salamone
who died recently.
May God grant their families peace.

My Dear Friends in Christ,
There have been a number of recent news stories from around the country and around the globe revealing reports
of sexual abuse of minors by clergy over many decades and how some bishops did not take decisive action to
remove them from ministry. That such stories continue to emerge is deeply troubling, to say the least. The horrors
of the abuse which are detailed in many of these reports demonstrate in shocking manner how utterly disgusting is
the crime and sin of sexual abuse of minors.
Since arriving in Worcester more than 14 years ago, I have had no more difficult pastoral responsibility as your
bishop than to hear first-hand from victims the details of the abuse which took place during their childhood.
Listening to the painful burdens which they carried for decades is sometimes more than the human heart can bear.
Yet we cannot turn a deaf ear or a blind eye to the abuses which occurred at the hands of clerics and other church
workers who used their position and influence to subject innocent children to their perverted desires. It is for this
reason that zero tolerance of clergy who have been credibly accused must remain our standard.
I do not know what tomorrow will bring as more stories of past abuse from around the world come to light, but
there is one thing that I can assure you, my dear people of the Diocese of Worcester. We have been and continue to
be committed to responding to victims of past abuse and to the protection of children in our midst today as well as
to the reporting of any cases brought to our attention to law enforcement, no matter how many years ago they
occurred. The professionals on the Diocesan Review Committee, whose expertise include social work, medicine
and law enforcement, have been an invaluable asset to me and our diocesan family as they assist us in vigilantly
implementing the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.
I ask you to continue to help us to not let any fatigue enter into the Charter's continued implementation. We will
continue to insist on background screening of all ordained and lay staff and volunteers, which we have been doing
for more than 15 years. We will continue training employees and volunteers in identifying the symptoms of abuse
and how to report suspected abuse. We will continue reporting any past or current allegations to law enforcement
and cooperate with annual independent audits of our compliance with the Charter. We will continue our
commitment to zero tolerance by not returning accused clergy to any ministry and continue to require letters of
good standing for any clergy who serve, even temporarily, in our diocese. We will continue to offer therapeutic
assistance to victims as recommended by our Victim Assistance Coordinator with the support of our Diocesan
Review Committee.
Above all, let us always keep the victims of abuse wherever they may be in our prayers as we lift their needs to
Jesus, the Divine Physician and Healer of Souls. May God offer them peace in their struggles against the memories
and harm which they have endured.
With every prayerful best wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious,
lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to
report the matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can
be made by phone, contact Judith Audette, Director of the Office
for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929-4363 or in writing, and
sent to Office for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street,
Worcester, MA 01609.
TV Worth Watching – A Conversation with Bishop McManus on
protecting our youth will air on Fitchburg FATV on Comcast CH
8 and Verizon CH 35 on Thursday, September 6th at 9:30 AM &
5:30 PM and on Friday at 9:30 AM.

REGISTRATION FORMS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ARE
AVAILABLE! - Fr. Juan and the Religious Ed. teachers are gearing
up for the beginning of CCD for the parish. Please help them by
returning a Religious Education Form (located at the entrances
of the church) for each of your children that will be enrolling.
There is no cost. We will notify you of the start date and class
times in the coming weeks.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.

