Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 9th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Salvatore Greco & Joseph Altieri, Jr.
& their families
by Mary Altieri & family
Sunday, December 10th
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Rhea Dantini
by her family
10:30 AM
Wayne Aho
by his wife Mary & family
Monday, December 11th
St. Damasus, I Pope
7:00 AM
Michael Vincent Addorisio
by Rose Anne Addorisio
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Tuesday, December 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
Wednesday, December 13th
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
7:00 AM
Rose Bisol
by her friend Jo Belli
6:00 PM
Spanish Community Mass
Thursday, December 14th
St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Friday, December 15th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 16th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Donato & Madalena DiZuzio (Anniversary)
by their niece & family
Sunday, December 17th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Gillian Lambert (21st Birthday)
by her parents
10:30 AM
Louise J. Perla (Anniversary)
by his family
12:30 PM
African Community Mass

Candle Intention:
In appreciation to the owner & staff of Il Forno
for their Annual Senior Community Lunch

December 9-10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent
“Prepare the way of the Lord…” (MARK 1:3) We are all called to
live a holy life. We are all called to invite others to live holy
lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and generous
with our gifts, does just that – it puts us on the path to holiness
and it invites others to be holy, too.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound – Please pick up plants,
bulletins and cards for those you service on the weekend of
December 16th & 17th downstairs in the Ell. Cards & bulletins
ONLY will be in the Ell for those ministering to Nursing Homes.
Thank you.

IMPORTANT MEETINGS: Fr. Juan is having a meeting in the
church for all Eucharistic Ministers on Monday, December 18th @
7pm, all Ushers & Money Collectors on Tuesday, December 19th
@ 6:30pm and Lectors on Tuesday, December 19th @ 7pm. He
would like as many of you as possible to attend. This is for all
current people and those that might be interested. Thank you.

Thank You! To all of you who came last Saturday morning to help
clean & decorate the church in preparation for Advent including:
Mary Aho; Louie Bellabarba; Sandy Champa; Kathy DeCosta;
Margaret Hanley; Mark LaLancette; Dottie Ledger; Louise
Lemmo; Jim Lucci; Ann Parisi; Phyllis Pirani; Jon, Leslie, Erin,
Sarah and Alex Primeau; Maryann Rainville & Elena Valeri. Many
thanks to all of you! If we inadvertently missed anyone, please
accept our apologies. Your help was greatly appreciated. The
church looks beautiful and is ready for us to celebrate these
weeks leading up to Christmas!
We are again asking for help to put the final decorations in place
for Christmas including flowers, tree ornaments and our manger
scene (the manger is heavy so two strong individuals are
needed). This will be a quicker process. Please join us on Sunday,
December 24th @ 12 noon here in the church. Call Sandy
Champa for more information at 978-855-1644.
The Annual Giving Tree is now up. There are tags from Catholic
Charities (100 children), Montachusett Home Health Care
(approx. 45 seniors) and the Vocations Office of the Diocese of
Worcester (24 seminarians). The Seminarian tags should be
mailed in the envelope provided, not returned to the church
office. All other gifts, with the tags securely attached, - please
return NO LATER than Sunday, December 17 th so that the
agencies will have time to collect and distribute them.
Remember: you can ask for a gift receipt on almost anything and
include it in the package if you are in doubt about a toy or a size
of clothing etc. Most of the children’s tags have clothing sizes on
them – that is a suggestion only and of course you can choose
something else or in addition to the suggestion. All the above can
be gift wrapped or gift bagged. Thank you to all who can help!

Dear Friends,
Last Sunday we considered the broad sweep of Advent and reminded ourselves that Advent begins
with us looking at the end of the world. It is right that we should be anxious and concerned about the
judgment of God on the Day of Judgment. But we should not be held in the grip of fear because God’s
judgment is that we are worth saving. God’s judgment comes to us in His grace and mercy, His grace and
mercy given us in His Son, Jesus Christ.
That theme continues this weekend. The first words in today’s first reading come from the prophet
Isaiah. God tells Isaiah to comfort His people. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,” He tells Isaiah, and proclaim to
her that her time of trial is coming to an end. “Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be
made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley. Then the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed.”
Advent is a time of expectancy along with our waiting in hope. Advent is forward looking. It’s different
from Lent, which is a time of reflection and examination. During this Advent season, we have our own sets of
expectations, longing for a better world. While it is true that the reign of God has, in Jesus Christ, been
established among us, it is likewise true that we humans have not responded to God’s offer, as we should.
We long for peace. We cry out for justice. Security remains elusive. Dishonesty, corruption and greed still
beset us. We lament the fact that the world in which we must live is in the condition that it is in. “Make
straight in the wasteland a highway for our God,” Isaiah tells us.
Advent is a time of looking ahead in expectant hope. Why? Because we need a savior. We need a
higher power. Operating on just our own powers is not working. We find ourselves sinking into deeper and
deeper isolation, cut off from the gifts and powers and God is offering us in His Son, Jesus Christ.
The words in today’s Gospel account are the very first words in St. Mark’s Gospel account of Jesus
Christ. We should note that those words and thoughts are all about change, change that is coming upon us,
change that we should face not in fear and dread but change that we should accept in faith and expectant
hope. Why? Because we all need what God can offer us in changing not only the world around us but in
changing our very own lives, which is perhaps the most difficult of all of the challenges we face. For Jesus
came to empower us with God’s Holy Spirit, an empowerment that should give comfort to us all, a power
God gives us to comfort those around us.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Christmas Prayer for Peace
Great God of Peace, our world has been filled with senseless
tragedies, torn apart by war and marred by acts of hate and
prejudice. Today, as never before, we pray for Your loving
peace.
May seeking peace be the guiding force in the hearts of our
world leaders. May every man, woman and child respect the
sanctity of life and realize how precious all human life is.
We celebrate the birth of Your son, Jesus and remember His
words: “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
My peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.” This Christmas
and always may we embrace Your wonderful gift of peace with
courage and conviction. Amen Prospect Hill Co.

Annual Christmas Concert to be held at St. Bernard at St.
Camillus Church on Sunday, December 17th beginning at 1pm.
The concert is free, and refreshments will follow in the church
hall. All are invited.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Christmas Weekend Mass Times: The Mass times for
Christmas weekend, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
are listed below. Please make a note and disregard the
insert that was included with your offertory envelopes.
Regular Weekend Lords Day Masses:
4th Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23
4:00 PM
Sunday, December 24
10:30 AM ONLY
NO Sunday 8:00 AM Mass
Christmas Eve:
Sunday, December 24
4:00 PM with blessing of families, newborns & children
9:00 PM with choir music prelude beginning at 8:30 PM
NO Midnight Mass
Christmas Day:
Monday, December 25

10:30 AM ONLY
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

