Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 11th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Agnes Clear
by her daughter Linda & Peter Allaire
Madelena & Donato DiZuzzio
by their niece
Sunday, December 12th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Ron Bouchard (6th Anniversary)
by his daughter Tracey (Bouchard) DiNardo
Victor & his brother Hank Gallon
by his daughters Victoria & Gail
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, December 13th
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Anne Lemmo
by Louise Lemmo
Tuesday, December 14th
St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, December 15th
8:00 AM
Jerri DiMassa
by Louise Lemmo
Thursday, December 16th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, December 17th
NO MASS
Saturday, December 18th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Salvatore Greco & Family
by Mary
Joseph Alteri & Family
by the Alteri family
Sunday, December 19th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Diane Lomaglio
by her Mom, Dad & Brother
10:30 AM
Douglas & Mary Carr
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

December 11 - 12, 2021
Third Sunday of Advent
"Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) St.
Paul reminds us that God is an abundant God – He is the ultimate giver
of gifts. He promises to give us all that we need. Remember, that we
are created in God’s image and likeness. We, too, are made to be
generous with all of our gifts as well. Placing our trust in God frees us
from being a slave to possessions. It allows us to gratefully and
generously share ourselves and our goods with others.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Mica 5:1-4a
Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel Luke 1:39-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Mass Times for Christmas:
Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve: 4:00 & 9:00 PM

Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day: 10:30 AM

**Because Christmas falls on a Saturday, there is no 4:00 PM
vigil Mass.
All gifts are due no later than Wednesday!
Please call the office before you come to
drop off. Please come between 9-2:00 pm.
After Wednesday, you will need to go
directly to the agencies to deliver your
gifts. Thank you!
If you are not comfortable going to the store you can make a
monetary donation for a child or elder.
Please include the “tag” with your gift/donation. If you can help,
we ask you to return your gifts for both agencies to the church or
directly to the agencies no later than Wednesday, December 15th.
Please call the agencies if you want to drop off directly.
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities of Worcester County, 196
Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978-840-0696).
**ASNCM, 680 Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978466-1508).
**CORRECTION TO LAST WEEK’S GIVING REPORT
Report was for September thru November with online missing.
Please disregard that report. This is the corrected report.

Collection Report for Month of September - November 2021
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

Sunday Offerings
Building & Maintenance
*Other Income
TOTAL
**Expenses
Net Income (plus or minus)

$47,546
4,813
2,553
$54,912
$58,572
-$3,660

*Other Income = Holy Days, Mass Stipends, all other
**Expenses = Utilities, Repairs/Maintenance (including grounds/snow),
Property & Health Insurances, Salaries, Altar/Church Supplies, Administration,
Cathedraticum (Diocese Tax), Rectory, all other

Dear Friends,
This Sunday's Gospel continues last week's focus on John the Baptist and his role in preparing the way for Christ.
Recall that last week's reading described John's appearance in the desert and established his connection with the
prophetic tradition of Israel. If we were to read Luke's Gospel continuously, we would learn about John the Baptist
challenging the crowds who came to him and calling upon them to show evidence of their repentance. John tells his
listeners that they cannot rely on their lineage as Israelites because the children of Abraham can be raised up from
stones. Repentance, rather, must be observable in one's actions. Here, Luke is continuing to set up two important themes
of his Gospel message: the Christian faith is expressed in one's actions, and the call to salvation is extended to everyone,
Jews and Gentiles.
In today's Gospel reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist for specifics. What evidence of repentance is
required? John replies by naming concrete actions: crowds should share their food and cloaks; tax collectors should be
just; soldiers should act fairly. The concern for justice is a hallmark of Luke's Gospel.
When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist might be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism and
makes it clear that his ministry is in preparation for the Messiah. John the Baptist knows his place and role in God's plan
of salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in accordance with their stations in life, John's teaching suggests
that each person has a role to play in God's salvation. It is the great mystery of our salvation that God permits and even
asks for human cooperation in his divine plans.
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” This
name is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass, which is also echoed in today's second reading from Paul's
letter to the Philippians. Some people mark this Sunday by lighting a pink candle instead of a purple one on their Advent
wreath. It is a reminder that the Advent season is a season of joy because our salvation is already at hand.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER
As we enter into the cold of Fall & Winter the
need grows even more for food, as families
struggle to keep their homes warm. If you do not
contribute, or do not do so regularly, please
consider bringing one or two items at least once a month. It’s
not much of a sacrifice for most of us but it helps families out
more than you can imagine! Please help St. Francis Food Pantry
as well as Catholic Charities Women’s Personal Hygiene &
Toiletry Pantry to continue their efforts to feed and shelter the
less fortunate.

Italian Cookies for Christmas! – Patty Vacca Martin, along with
the members of the Hospitality Committee are taking orders for
assorted Italian cookies. The orders will be dressed in
cellophane and decorated to be brought home of gifted!
Deadline to order is Monday, December 20th. Don’t be left out,
call Patty at 978-407-9385 to hear the selections and place
your order. You can also see some selections on her FB page.
All proceeds go to St. Anthony Church!
Advent/Christmas Concert at Saint Cecilia Church, Leominster
Sunday December 12th at 4:00 pm. We welcome the Salisbury
Singers for this concert of carols for harp and choir, including
several pieces to sing along.
The concert is free, while donations are welcome at the door.

Know Anyone in Need of a Stairlift? – A parishioner has a gently
used Stannah Stairlift for someone who might need it. The lift
comes complete with all necessary hardware including a
slimline rail and folding seat with foldable armrests and auto
fold footrest so you can have free passage to your stairs when
it isn’t needed. It has two remote controls to call the chair up or
down, and the power cord. All that is needed on your end is to
pick the unit up and call the company to arrange for an install
in your home. This unit is free of charge, a freewill offering to
the church will be accepted if you’d like. When new, the unit
was approximately $2,500. If interested, please call Annie at
978-866-8620 for more information or to view the unit in
person. It’s ready for immediate pick up!
FATV Forks Over Fitchburg a Cooking & Dining Show
“Showcasing the fresh, the flavorful, and the finest,
of Fitchburg and beyond!” Alex Cardinale and David Ginisi host
the show. Tune in on Thursday, December 16th @ 8:00pm for
an “Italian Christmas” filmed here at St. Anthony’s Church Hall
featuring Patty Martin as head cook along with members of our
Hospitality Committee. They will be cooking & baking Italian
foods traditionally served at Christmas! This event was filmed
previously and can be viewed on FATV Comcast Ch 8, 9 or 99
and Verizon Ch 35, 36, or 37. Don’t live in Fitchburg or want to
watch at your own convenience? Also streamed on demand via
their website on devices such as your laptop, Fire TV, Apple TV,
Roku, etc..

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Please check your
local listings. Thank you.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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