Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 18th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Salvatore Greco & Family
by Mary
Joseph Alteri & Family
by the Alteri family
Sunday, December 19th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Diane Lomaglio
by her Mom, Dad & Brother
10:30 AM
Douglas & Mary Carr
by their family
Angelo Femino
by his wife Anna & family
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Aubrey Janet & Sean Walter Roy
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, December 20th
8:00 AM
Jeannie Jacobbe
by Patty Vacca Martin & family
Tuesday, December 21st
St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Patrick & son David Papa
by his wife Anna & family
Wednesday, December 22nd
8:00 AM
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by family
Thursday, December 23rd
St. John of Kanty, Priest
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Celona Family
by Frank Celona
Mario (1st Anniversary) & Grace Zarrella
by their daughter Angela
Friday, December 24th
4:00 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL
9:00 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL

December 18 - 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent
"For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe
in my womb leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:44) When you hear the scripture
readings and Gospel reading at Mass, do you “leap for joy?” If not, don’t
blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself. What are you
doing to grow in friendship with Jesus? How do you prepare for Mass
each week? Or, do you just show up and expect to be entertained? As
the Body of Christ, we are called to be active participants, not just
passive observers.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel Luke 2:41-52

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Mass Times for Christmas:
Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve: 4:00 & 9:00 PM

Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day: 10:30 AM

**Because Christmas falls on a Saturday, there is no 4:00 PM
vigil Mass.
All pickups for gifts have been done. If you
are still in possession of a tag we urge you
to get the gift/gift cards to the agencies
that requested them immediately.
Please call the agencies before you go.
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities of
Worcester County, 196 Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453
(978-840-0696).
**ASNCM, 680 Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978466-1508).

Saturday, December 25th
10:30 AM

CHRISTMAS
NO 4:00 PM Vigil Mass

Sunday, December 26th
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 AM
Louis & Domenica Perla (Anniversary)
by their family
MaryJean & Peter Lakutis
by Tony & Janice Cristofono
10:30 AM
Shirley & Roger Therrien
by their friend Elena
Bridget Clayton (Anniversary)
by Susan LeBlanc
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn

LAST CHANCE to Order Italian Cookies for Christmas! – Patty
Vacca Martin, along with the members of the Hospitality
Committee are taking orders for assorted Italian cookies. The
orders will be dressed in cellophane and decorated to be brought
home of gifted! Deadline to order is Monday, December 20th.
Don’t be left out, call Patty at 978-407-9385 to hear the
selections and place your order. You can also see some
selections on her FB page. All proceeds go to St. Anthony Church!

Please pray for the soul of
Rosaria “Sadie” Perla
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
On this the last Sunday before Christmas, our Gospel reading prepares us to witness Christ's birth by showing
us how Jesus was recognized as Israel's long-awaited Messiah even before his birth. The Gospel turns our attention from
the ministry of John the Baptist to the events that preceded John the Baptist's birth. The story of John the Baptist and
his parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's Gospel. Luke pairs the birth of John the Baptist and
Jesus, establishing John's early connection to the Messiah.
Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus' birth by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes
to visit Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full recognition of the roles that they
and their unborn children will play in God's plan for salvation. If we were to continue to read the verses that follow in
Luke's Gospel, we would hear Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women
recall and echo God's history of showing favor upon the people of Israel.
In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity as God to those who believe. Elizabeth is filled with
the Holy Spirit and sings Mary's praise because she bears the Lord. We sing these words of praise to Mary in the Hail
Mary. Even John the Baptist, the unborn child in Elizabeth's womb, is said to recognize the presence of the Lord and
leaps for joy.
It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role of Mary in God's plan of salvation. Elizabeth
describes Mary as the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's word to her would be fulfilled. Mary's faith
enabled her to recognize the work of God in her people's history and in her own life. Her openness to God allowed God
to work through her so that salvation might come to everyone. Because of this, Mary is a model and symbol of the
Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in God's plan for salvation.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Know Anyone in Need of a Stairlift? – A parishioner has a gently
used Stannah Stairlift for someone who might need it. The lift
comes complete with all necessary hardware including a
slimline rail and folding seat with foldable armrests and auto
fold footrest so you can have free passage to your stairs when
it isn’t needed. It has two remote controls to call the chair up or
down, and the power cord. All that is needed on your end is to
pick the unit up and call the company to arrange for an install
in your home. This unit is free of charge, a freewill offering to
the church will be accepted if you’d like. When new, the unit
was approximately $2,500. If interested, please call Annie at
978-866-8620 for more information or to view the unit in
person. It’s ready for immediate pick up!

Fr. Juan sent out a letter to parishioners last week. If you did
not receive a copy, please pick one up at the entrances of the
church. Additionally, please contact the office so we can be sure
your address is correct on file. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Please check your
local listings. Thank you.

YOUR HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED As we enter into
the cold of Fall & Winter the need grows even
more for food, as families struggle to keep their
homes warm. If you do not contribute, or do not
do so regularly, please consider bringing one or
two items at least once a month. It’s not much of a sacrifice for
most of us but it helps families out more than you can imagine!
Please help St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry to continue their
efforts to feed and shelter the less fortunate.
To All Parishioners & Visitors – We kindly ask that you do not
leave pamphlets, brochures, flyers, prayer cards, books or other
items at the entrances of the church, or on the bulletin boards
without Fr. Juan’s prior approval. We have limited space and
strive to keep the entrances looking clean. Thank you!
Weekly Offerings - Have you been making up missed envelopes
or weeks absent? We recognize and appreciate that many of
you do! Did you know that you don’t need to send in the actual
missed envelopes with your donations? Your cash or check can
be placed in the most recent giving envelope or any envelope
and mailed or turned in at Mass. You do not have to fill separate
envelopes or include the empty ones as part of your “packet” of
giving. Donations are posted on the date you submit them. In
addition, if you have other “extra collections” to include please
be specific with how much you intend for those, and we will do
the rest! We hope that this information will make it easier for
you when you “make-up” a donation through mail or in person.
Thank you.
FYI: If you need to drop something off to the office before or
after hours, please know that we have a mailbox located to the
left of the church office door. It is a secure opening where your
mail will drop down into a locked box. Feel free to use it anytime!

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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