Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 22nd
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Francesco Pennetti (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife & family
Salvatore Greco & Joseph Alteri, Sr. Families
by Mary Alteri & family
Sunday, December 23rd
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla (24th Anniversary)
by his family
J. Marilyn Romano
by her husband Bob & family
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti Jr, & Ralph Buratti
by their family
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their family
11:45 AM
Baptism: Emma Josephina & Mia Seraphina
Melanson and Jiovanni Giuseppe Aiesi
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, December 24th
Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas
4:00 PM
Parishioners
9:00 PM
Parishioners
Tuesday, December 25th
The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas
10:30 AM
Parishioners
26th

Wednesday, December
St. Stephen, The First Martyr
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, December 27th
Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 AM
Angela (Belli) Bourque
by Aunt Jo
Friday, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 29th
Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM
Ernest Secino
by the Secino Trust
J. Marilyn Romano
by her husband Bob & family
Sunday, December 30th
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 AM
Mary DiConza
by Andrew & Catherine
10:30 AM
Marion Pacetti (18th Anniversary)
by husband Bob, daughters Christine & Liz
Joe Carbone
by Ed & Sue Cronin

December 22 - 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent
“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe
in my womb leaped for joy.” (LUKE 1:44) When you hear the scripture
readings and Gospel reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?” If not,
don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself. Do you
prepare for Mass each week or do you just show up and expect to be
entertained? We are called to be active participants, not passive bystanders.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel Luke 2:41-52

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Mass Times for Christmas:
Monday, December 24, 2018
Christmas Eve: 4:00 & 9:00 PM

Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Christmas Day: 10:30 AM

Holy Day of Obligation: The Solemnity of Mary
Mass will be celebrated on the Vigil – Monday, December 31st @
5:30 PM. Please plan to attend. There will NO Mass celebrated
on Tuesday, January 1st.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT – We are happy to announce that the
African Community, that has held Masses here for more than 7
years, recently increased Mass times from once a month to twice
a month and now will be holding Mass every week as part of our
growing community here at St. Anthony Church! Beginning
January 7th Masses will be Sunday at 12:30 every week. All
parishioners are welcome to attend these Masses. On the fourth
week of the month, Mass will be said in English with Fr. Juan. For
questions, please speak with Fr. Juan.
HELP NEEDED: We are looking for individuals to help with the
final preparations for Christmas, including flower placement and
the decorating of the tree. This is also when the Nativity Scene
is set up. Strong individuals are needed! If you can spare 45
minutes on Monday, December 24th at 9:30 AM, please call
Sandy Champa at 978-855-1644. Thank you.
Next weekend Fr. Juan will be away. Fr. Dario & Fr. Diego will be
celebrating the weekend Masses.

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Thank you.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO John & Mary Polis
by their daughter & family

Dear Friends,
These words from today’s Gospel are striking. Joseph, the chosen husband of Mary, requires the consolation
of an angel because he was afraid. But what did exactly he fear?
I used to think it was pretty obvious. Mary turns up pregnant. Joseph, who’s described as a “righteous man,”
is afraid to violate the Law of Moses by ignoring her adultery. Either that, or he’s afraid that he can no longer trust
Mary, that he would be introducing a disgraced woman into his home. So, decides to divorce her “quietly.” On this
reading, the angel would be relieving Joseph’s fears primarily by conveying essential information. Since “it is
through the Holy Spirit that this child is conceived in her,” Mary is no adulteress. Case closed.
But I have a hunch that Joseph’s fear went deeper than this.
What was this deeper fear? I can’t say for sure, of course, but I can only imagine that Joseph feared the very
greatness to which he had been called. He felt his unworthiness quite sharply. One can only imagine the field day
the devil could have had with someone in Joseph’s position. Temptations to doubt the message, Temptations to
believe it and despair: “How can you, a sinner, be a worthy to raise the Messiah?” “Isn’t God really asking too
much?” “If you let God close, won’t He keep taking away the things that make you happy?” There must have been
a thousand reasons to fear, a thousand tempting rationalizations, a thousand ways for Joseph to avoid facing squarely
the greatness of his calling.
But aren’t these the classic temptations for us every day? This is surely one of the reasons St. Matthew takes
the trouble to record the words of the angel. If we understand them to be addressing Joseph’s deeper fear, then they
become a source of hope for us today: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child is conceived in her.” God is not just clearing Mary’s name.
He is giving Joseph a mission–and promising him the prayers of Mary, the strength of His only Son, and the
consolation of His Holy Spirit along with it. And God promises the same for you and for me as I start my ministry
as a deacon. He doesn’t promise that we will stop feeling unworthy, or that the mission will stop being difficult. But
He does promise that he will send His Son to be our worthiness, and His Spirit to be our strength.
That is why, when—in just a few minutes—God becomes present to us in the Eucharist, we will find it right
to respond in two ways: First, we will kneel before Him in holy fear and profess, “Lord, I am not worthy that should
come into my roof.” Second, we will nevertheless approach him with great confidence, knowing that the Lord has
only to “say the word” and we “shall be healed”. In this way we learn to receive our Lord with the heart of St.
Joseph.
Yes, come in . . . there is room for you in our hearts; in our lives . . . There is room for you, Lord. Come into
our home. Make our dreams a reality. Come, Jesus, Savior, Emmanuel . . . Be with us.
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - We are collecting items for the “Head to Toe
Personal Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. We will continue to conduct
this collection one weekend each month, but you may bring
them earlier if needed. Thank you in advance for your
generosity.
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.

Women’s Group in Worcester - A new Endow group is convening
in Worcester starting on Jan. 11, 2019 at 8 pm. This is a small
group for women of all ages interested in growing in faith,
community, and knowledge of the Church's teachings on
women. The group will meet weekly on Friday evenings at 8 pm
in the home of Sarah Berry (a parishioner at St. John's,
Worcester). Our first study will be Pope John Paul II's Letter to
Women. For more information, or to sign up, visit
https://endowgroups.org/groups/worcester-group-2. You may
also contact Sarah at sarahlizberry@gmail.com or 214-6323399.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com
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(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
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www.RollstoneBank.com

978-345-1061

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Space
Available

Lunenburg, MA 01462
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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