Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 25th
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:30 AM
CHRISTMAS
***NO 4:00 PM Vigil Mass***
Sunday, December 26th
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 AM
Louis (Anniversary) & Domenica Perla
by their family
MaryJean & Peter Lakutis
by Tony & Janice Cristofono
James Chase
by his sister-in-law
10:30 AM
Shirley & Roger Therrien
by their friend Elena
Bridget Clayton (Anniversary)
by Susan LeBlanc
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, December 27th
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:00 AM
Mary Ann Ogden
by Patty Vacca Martin & family
Tuesday, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Patrick Papa (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Anna & family
Wednesday, December 29th
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
Catalino Rojas (16th Anniversary)
by Irene & Rafael Rojas
Anthony “Duke” Cali (3rd Anniversary)
by his wife Greta & family
Thursday, December 30th
8:00 AM
Ernest Secino
by the Secino Trust
Rosario “Sadie” Perla
By Elena Valeri
Friday, December 31st
NO MASS
Saturday, January 1st
Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord
40:00 PM
Open Intention
Sunday, January 2nd
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Angelina & Pietro Gallon
by their nieces Victoria & Gail
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

December 26, 2021
Feast of The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary & Joseph
"See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are.” (1 John 3:1) During this season of giving, let us
remember a beautiful gift that we have received – being children of
God! As God’s children, it’s in our DNA that we share and express our
love for others as well. Tell your spouse, children, other family members
and friends that you love them, every day! Also, pray for those people
that are different than you, those that you may not like or those that go
out of their way to annoy you. Your prayers may be the start of a new
friendship.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 60:1-6
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 (20)

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Christmas 2021
My Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
Each year the celebration of Christmas resounds with
the glad tidings of great joy that brought awe, wonder and peace
to the shepherds at Bethlehem. Each of us has treasured family
traditions that surround and support our celebration of Christ’s
birth - a family gathering after Mass, delivering dinners, trimming
trees, displaying crèches, exchanging gifts or visiting friends.
For many months, COVID precautions have disrupted,
curtailed or postponed the traditions and practices of everyday
life. We long for a return to normalcy. As we edge closer to
normalcy, reports of COVID variants, breakthrough infections and
rising hospitalizations can give us the jitters and make us skittish.
But even as we heed prudent precautions, that
skittishness and those jitters should not shake us. We should
not be shaken because the essence of Christmas, the source of
our joy and the cause of our awe, wonder and peace remain the
same - God so loved the world that He sent His Son to take on
human flesh, to become one of us so that we might become
children of God and share forever in His love. Because of that, no
virus, no variant, not even death itself will keep the faithful from
sharing the joy of God's love both here amidst earth’s
uncertainties or forever in Heaven where no threat, shadow or
separation will vex us.
While the essence of Christmas remains the same, its
message never becomes static or grows stale. When our prayer
life deepens, our sacramental life is sustained, our holiness
grows and we gain an ever more profound awareness of God's
closeness to us and His love for us. That realization is grace, God
Himself with us, Emmanuel dwelling in our souls. That grace
frees us from fear, allows us to persevere with prudence and fills
us with confidence and peace to face and overcome every
challenge.
In the new year may our weekly communal worship at
Mass continue to inspire us with the Word of God and nourish us
in the Eucharist that we may grow ever more confident in our
conviction and joy that the Savior born to us at Bethlehem
remains with us now and forever.
With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas,
I remain,
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Bishop Robert J. McManus

Dear Friends,
Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. This feast is part of the Christmas season, and we should place
today's Gospel in the context of what Luke's Gospel tells us about the birth of Jesus. Luke has been answering the
question “Who is Jesus?” through his stories of the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. Today's Gospel reading continues
this theme. It has no parallel to the other Gospels and is the conclusion of Luke's Infancy Narrative.
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are presented in this Gospel as a faithful Jewish family. They are participating in the
annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, an event shared each year with family and friends. When Jesus
is found, Luke describes him as seated in the Temple in the midst of the Jewish teachers. Although he is young, Jesus
seems not to need teaching about his Jewish tradition. In his dialogue with these learned teachers, Jesus astounds them
with his insight and understanding. Jesus is a child of Israel. His Father is God.
The dialogue between Mary and Jesus contains many references to family relationships. In fact, in this Gospel
reading, Mary and Joseph are never identified by name. Instead, they are referred to by their relationship to Jesus.
Ultimately, this emphasizes Luke's point about the identity of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Temple,
they question Jesus and express their anxiety. Jesus replies in words that many have thought to be disrespectful. Jesus
says that he was never lost; he was at home. Jesus is God's Son, and he is in his Father's house. Luke will continue to
suggest that faith in Jesus establishes new family relationships as he describes Jesus' public ministry.
In Luke's Gospel, Mary's importance is even greater than her role as Jesus' mother. Mary is the first disciple and
will be present with Jesus' disciples after his Resurrection at Pentecost.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Fr. Juan sent out a Christmas letter to parishioners two weeks
ago. If you did not receive a copy, please pick one up at the
entrances of the church. Additionally, please contact the office
so we can be sure your address is correct on file. Thank you
and Merry Christmas!

**Father Juan will be away on vacation from Monday, January
3rd through Friday, January 21st. In Father’s absence there will
be no weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for your
morning Masses. Weekend Mases, Saturday & Sunday, will be
celebrated as usual. The office will be open for regularly
scheduled hours.

Giving Tree: Thank you to those of you who took one or more
tags from our Giving Tree. You have helped to bring joy to those
families who are struggling to provide for their children and the
homebound who sometimes feel forgotten. Thank you also for
supporting the seminarians of our diocese as they continue
their studies on their journey to priesthood. May God bless all
of you!

Reminder:
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.

NEW YEAR PRAYER
God of all time, help us enter the New Year quietly, thoughtful
of who we are to ourselves and to others, mindful that our steps
make an impact and our words carry power. May we walk gently.
May we speak only after we have listened well. Creator of all
life, help us enter the New Year reverently, aware that you have
endowed every creature and plant, every person and habitat
with beauty and purpose. May we regard the world with
tenderness. May we honor rather than destroy. Lower of all
souls, help us enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and
dance and dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and
looking forward to blessings yet to come. May we welcome your
lavish love. In this new year, may the grace and peace of Christ
bless us now, and in the days ahead.
- Vinita Hampton Wright; Offered by Douglas Ruschman
Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday) if
Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be
NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our parishioners
safe and off the roads. Please check your local listings. Thank
you.

To all Parishioners: If you or a family member are hospitalized
and would like to receive communion or the Sacrament of the
Sick, please ask your nurse to make a referral to Pastoral Care.
All Fitchburg & Leominster priests are assigned on a rotating
schedule with Health Alliance/Leominster Hospital so there is
always a priest available on call every day. Once this has been
done, if you would still like Fr. Juan to visit, please contact him
at through the office. Thank you.

Please pray for the soul of
John C. Pagnotta
May God grant his family peace.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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