Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 2nd
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Giuliano DiVito
by the DiVito family
Sunday, December 3rd
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Carmella DiLorenzo (Anniversary)
by family & friends
10:30 AM

Louis Morizzo
by his wife Mary

Monday, December 4th
St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Nicholas A. Pandiscio
by Jo Belli
Tuesday, December 5th
7:00 AM
Stella Pandiscio
by MaryAnn Michaelian
Wednesday, December 6th
St. Nicholas, Bishop
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
6:30 PM

Spanish Community Mass

Thursday, December 7th
St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Margaret Marrone
by her daughters
Vigil: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
5:30 PM
Guy & Nance Badagliacca
by their family
Friday, December 8th
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
7:00 AM
Josephine Bevilaqua Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
Saturday, December 9th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Salvatore Greco & Joseph Altieri, Jr.
& their families
by Mary Altieri family
Sunday, December 10th
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Rhea Dantini
by her family
10:30 AM

Wayne Aho
by his wife Mary & family

December 2-3, 2017
First Sunday of Advent
“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time
will come.” (MARK 13:33) We all take things for granted. In
particular, we take time for granted. Our lives are so busy, many
of us are planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even years
in advance. Remember, our time on earth is a gift. None of us
knows how long we will be here. Start today and begin thanking
God for each and every day. Take time in silence, every day, and
listen to what God is saying to you.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Wisdom 6:12-16
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound – Please pick up plants,
bulletins (calendars for those that use them) and cards for those
you service on the weekend of December 16th & 17th downstairs
in the Ell. Cards & bulletins ONLY will be in the Ell for those
ministering to Nursing Homes. Thank you.
The Annual Giving Tree is now up. There are tags from Catholic
Charities (100 children), Montachusett Home Health Care
(approx. 45 seniors) and the Vocations Office of the Diocese of
Worcester (24 seminarians). The Seminarian tags should be
mailed in the envelope provided, not returned to the church
office. All other gifts, with the tags securely attached, - please
return NO LATER than Sunday, December 17 th so that the
agencies will have time to collect and distribute them.
Remember: you can ask for a gift receipt on almost anything and
include it in the package if you are in doubt about a toy or a size
of clothing etc. Most of the children’s tags have clothing sizes on
them – that is a suggestion only and of course you can choose
something else or in addition to the suggestion. All the above can
be gift wrapped or gift bagged. Thank you to all who can help!
Holiday Breakfast & Bake Sale Planned St.
Anthony’s along with the Hospitality Committee is
holding a December Breakfast & Bake Sale! On
Sunday, December 10th from 8:30 to 12:00 noon
in the church hall. Tickets are $5 and children
under 5 eat free! Tickets can be purchased in advance at the
church office or by calling Patty Vacca Martin at 978-790-9427
or Gail Lassila at 978-342-6910. Tickets will be available at the
door the day of the event as well.
We need bakers of pies and holiday desserts for the Bake Sale!
This event is open to the public, so we are also looking for
volunteers to help for an hour or two the morning of the event. If
interested in either of these, please contact the numbers listed
above. Come join us as we celebrate the Christmas Season!

Please pray for the soul of
Stella Pandiscio
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
The Advent season is a time for us to prepare and take this message to heart: a message of joyful
expectation. We rejoice that God is planning to save us, and we eagerly await the day when it will happen.
The three primary actions we should take in Advent are preparing, celebrating, and spreading the
news about Jesus.
First, we prepare, as we do so for an important visit. Just think about all the preparations we made to
welcome our loved ones for Thanksgiving. We should prepare for Christmas with the same eagerness: We
have set up an Advent Wreath in the Church and you could set up one at home too and light the proper
number of candles each week. Reading an Advent reflection book, for example, can help us stay focused
with a special prayer or meditation for each day. Music that actually mentions Jesus and Christmas helps to
get us in the Advent mood, and decorations like lights, Christmas trees, and Nativity sets are a beautiful way
to remember Christ, the true light who came into the darkness of this world. Again, we do not need to overextend ourselves. Even simple changes in our homes and offices can have a big effect.
After we prepare, we celebrate. We do not need to wait until Christmas to rejoice. We can start
celebrating as we get ready for it by coming to Mass every Sunday or every day and by making a good
confession. Also, the Advent season has several special feast days when we can rejoice. We remember St.
Nicholas on December 6th. The Immaculate Conception of Mary is December 8th and Our Lady of Guadalupe
is on December 12th. Two days celebrate all that Mary has done for us, two perfect days to pray the rosary.
Finally, while we are preparing and celebrating, we need to spread the news about Jesus. We can do
so passively by using those postage stamps with Mary and Jesus on them, sending Christmas cards with holy
images, or just using the word “Christmas” instead of “holiday.” We also need to actively spread the
news. Helping the needy with food, clothing, donations, and toys must be a part of our witness. Giving
Christmas presents is good, as long as we give to those who are most in need as well.
The spirit of joyful expectation in Advent must lead us to prepare, celebrate, and spread the news
about Jesus. At the same time, when we prepare ourselves, celebrate, and spread the news, our joy and
expectation increase. May we await him with joy this Advent season.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Advent Prayer – What I Want Most for Christmas
Hail and Blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of
God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight in
Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour, vouchsafe, O my God!
to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the merits of
our Savior, Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. Amen
Author unknown

St. Joseph’s Christmas Festival is on Saturday, December 9th
from 9 – 4pm. Poutines, meat pies, baked goods, attic
treasures, knitted items and raffles! Please join us.
Annual Christmas Concert to be held at St. Bernard at St.
Camillus Church on Sunday, December 17th beginning at 1pm.
The concert is free, and refreshments will follow in the church
hall. All are invited.

ALL SENIORS are cordially invited to the 26th Annual Holiday
Luncheon at Il Forno Restaurant, 27 Airport Road, Fitchburg on
Monday, December 4th between 12:15 and 2pm. Please come
and enjoy a wonderful meal and celebrate the holidays with us!
The meal is free so please don’t be late. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from Mike and all the staff at Il Forno
Restaurant!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Christmas Weekend Mass Times: The Mass times for
Christmas weekend, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
are listed below. Please make a note and disregard the
insert that was included with your offertory envelopes.
Regular Weekend Lords Day Masses:
4th Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23
4:00 PM
Sunday, December 24
10:30 AM ONLY
NO Sunday 8:00 AM Mass
Christmas Eve:
Sunday, December 24
NO Midnight Mass
Christmas Day:
Monday, December 25

4:00 PM & 9:00 PM

10:30 AM ONLY
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Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
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CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

