Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 29th
Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM
Ernest Secino
by the Secino Trust
Salvatore Greco & Joseph Alteri, Sr. Families
by Mary Alteri & family
Sunday, December 30th
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 AM
Mary DiConza
by Andrew & Catherine
10:30 AM
Marion Pacetti (18th Anniversary)
by husband Bob, daughters Christine & Liz
Joe Carbone
by Ed & Sue Cronin
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, December 31st
7:00 AM
Prayers for World Peace
Vigil: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
5:30 PM
Deceased of the Carpenter Family
by George & Pat Carpenter
Tuesday, January 1st
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Wednesday, January 2nd
Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishop & Doctors of the Church
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, January 3rd
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
7:00 AM
Sister Rose Clarisse Gadoury
by a friend
Friday, January 4th
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, January 5th
Vigil: The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 PM
Richard Vacarelo & Michael Salerno
by their Aunt Mary Altieri
Rose Alario & Connie Kane
by Mary Altieri & family
Sunday, January 6th
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
Domenica Perla (1st Anniversary)
by her family
10:30 AM
Rose Bisol
by a friend
Jennie Haggerty (Anniversary)
by the Bailey family
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO James G. DiConza
by his wife & family

December 29 - 30, 2018
The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are.” (1 JOHN 3:1) During this season of giving, let us
remember the most important gift we have received – being children of
God. As God’s children, it’s important that we express our love for others
as well. Tell your spouse, children and other family members and friends
that you love them, frequently.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 60:1-6
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Holy Day of Obligation: The Solemnity of Mary
Mass will be celebrated on the Vigil – Monday, December 31st @
5:30 PM. Please plan to attend. There will NO Mass celebrated
on Tuesday, January 1st.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT – We are happy to announce that the
African Community, that has held Masses here for more than 7
years, recently increased Mass times from once a month to twice
a month and now will be holding Mass every week as part of our
growing community here at St. Anthony Church! Beginning
January 7th Masses will be Sunday at 12:30 every week. All
parishioners are welcome to attend these Masses. On the fourth
week of the month, Mass will be said in English with Fr. Juan. For
questions, please speak with Fr. Juan.

Emma Josephina and Mia Seraphina Melanson
&
Jiovanni Giuseppe Aiesi
were welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Thank you.

Please pray for the soul of
Gloria Carlberg
who died recently.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
One great thing about a New Year is that it provides each one of us the opportunity to look back over the
past year and assess our failures and successes. Then we have a chance to set new goals and establish a new
direction for the year ahead. However, one of the dangers inherent in this process is becoming too focused on the
past and the future. When we consider time, there are always the “Big Three” to consider: the past, the present, and
the future. And out of those three, which do you think the Lord is most concerned about?
When the Lord looks at us, He does not view all our past mistakes and failures, but rather looks at where
we are NOW in the present, and where we wish to go in the future. This provides me with a lot of optimism. If the
Lord does not obsess about my past inadequacies, then why should I? The value in looking back over the past year,
does not lie in beating yourself up – for you can’t change the past—but in learning from your mistakes and
desiring to do better. As to the future, we can use our human prudence to plan the best that we can, but the reality
is that we don’t know what the future holds and have very little control over it.
So where should we focus our energy? In the PRESENT! The present is where we actually make those
choices that form our character and shape our future. The present is the one arena where we actively play a part in
our own regeneration, and this is where the Lord wants us to be fully engaged.
Looking back to the past and forward to the future is not harmful, as long as we do not become obsessed
with it and neglect the present. Enjoy living in the “NOW” and take time to smell the roses along the way!
So in this New Year, I hope that you are all filled with optimism for the future, while being content with the
present. If you renew your faith in the guiding hand of the Lord’s Divine Providence, and trust that He will always
provide for you, then you will find that all your anxiety will fade away and angelic peace will take its place.
Many Blessings and Happy New Year!!!
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, we will make an announcement, but
you may bring your items anytime.
Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
OUR ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY
COLLECTION is also an ongoing collection. This
collection supports the efforts of St. Francis of Assisi
Church. All items are collected every Monday
morning. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in your
own home are always needed for the food pantry. When you do
your shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra items?
Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances of our church.
Women’s Group in Worcester - A new Endow group is convening
in Worcester starting on Jan. 11, 2019 at 8 pm. This is a small
group for women of all ages interested in growing in faith,
community, and knowledge of the Church's teachings on
women. The group will meet weekly on Friday evenings at 8 pm
in the home of Sarah Berry (a parishioner at St. John's,
Worcester). Our first study will be Pope John Paul II's Letter to
Women. For more information, or to sign up, visit
https://endowgroups.org/groups/worcester-group-2. You may
also contact Sarah at sarahlizberry@gmail.com or 214-6323399.

The Holy Family Prayer
JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family. Graciously
inspire in us the unity, peace, and mutual love that you found in
your own family in the little town of Nazareth.
MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, nourish our family with
your faith and your love. Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all
our sorrows and joys.
JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of Mary,
keep our family safe from harm. Help us in all times of
discouragement or anxiety.
HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one with you.
Help us to be instruments of peace. Grant that love,
strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than all the
weaknesses and trials through which our families sometimes
pass. May we always have God at the center of our hearts and
homes until we are all one family, happy and at peace in our
true home with you. Amen.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
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Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing
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St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Space
Available

Lunenburg, MA 01462
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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