Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 8th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Anne Lemmo
by Louise Lemmo
Michael & Geneva Orlando
by their daughter Elise
Sunday, December 9th
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Concetta Oliva Nitti
by her granddaughter Rose Anne
10:30 AM
Josephine (Bevilaqua) Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
Giuliano DiVito
by his grandchildren
10th

Monday, December
7:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Anthony Parish
1:00 PM

Mass at the Fitchburg Greens

Tuesday, December 11th
St. Damasus I, Pope
7:00 AM
Michael Vincent Addorisio
by his family
Wednesday, December 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Edgar & Mary Blackwelder
Family
by their daughter Teresa & Don Pierce
Thursday, December 13th
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, December 14th
St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 15th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Madalena & Donato DiZuzio
by their niece
Guy & Nancy Badagliacca
by their family
Sunday, December 16th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Joseph & Lucille (Fasano) Revolti
by Jean & Lonny Williams
10:30 AM
Louie Marrella
by his daughter Diane
Jane & Sue LeBlanc
by Ed & Sue Cronin
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO the Geremia & Duval Families
by Sally Duval & family

December 8 - 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent
“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your
heads because your redemption is at hand.” (LUKE 21:28) We
celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the birth of Jesus, His first
coming, as we await his second coming. In this Advent season, use the
sacrament of Reconciliation to strengthen your relationship with Jesus.
It’s never too late.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Second Reading Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel Luke 3:10-18

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Attention all Eucharistic Minister to the
Homebound – Plants, cards, calendars and
bulletins for our parish homebound will be
available for pick up after all Masses next weekend, December
15th & 16th. They are located downstairs by the Ell entrance. If
anyone has questions, please call Rosalyn Piro at 978-5021689.
Retirement Fund for the Religious Collection was taken up at all
Masses this past weekend. If you forgot your donation, please
bring it next week and place in the collection basket. Thank you.
The Annual Giving Tree is now empty! If you
took a tag please return NO LATER than
Sunday, December 16th. Remember, you can
ask for a gift receipt on almost anything and
include it in the package if you are in doubt
about a toy or a size of clothing etc. Most of the children’s tags
have clothing sizes on them – that is a suggestion only and of
course you can choose something else or in addition to the
suggestion. All the above can be gift wrapped or gift bagged with
the tag securely attached. Thank you to all who participated this
year. This is the first year that the tree has been emptied so
quickly!! Your generosity will bring much joy on Christmas day.
Reminder: Seminarian gift cards should be mailed in the
envelope provided, not returned to the church office.
Online Giving – The end of the year is fast approaching. Did you
know that you can set up your church donations for the coming
year using our online donation site? Our weekly collection as well
as building & maintenance (available for either weekly or monthly
donations) and all the diocesan collections are listed there for
you to decide if and when you would like to donate. Once set up,
you can have peace of mind that you don’t have to remember a
checkbook or envelope while in church. You can always change
or stop a payment at any time. If you haven’t tried it out yet, log
on to our website and from there follow the easy prompts to see
what it’s all about. No commitment is necessary while you
navigate through our offerings. If you have questions, please call
the office during regular office hours. Thank you.
HELP NEEDED: We are looking for individuals to help with the
final preparations for Christmas, including flower placement and
the decorating of the tree. This is also when the Nativity Scene
is set up. Strong individuals are needed! If you can spare 45
minutes on Monday, December 24th at 9:30 AM, please call
Sandy Champa at 978-855-1644. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
This Sunday is always John the Baptist proclaiming the Messiah. It is wonderful and we can sense the joy
of the Baptist. God is sending a Redeemer. We know that it does not turn out to be the kind of Redeemer for which
many were hoping. This Redeemer is not a man of power and might in the way of the world.
The Gospel of Luke today gives us the words of the Baptist: Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths. John the Baptist proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It is the poor and the outcast
who follow him. Occasionally a person of wealth and power gets interested in him. Some people seem to think that
he is a fanatic.
This Advent presents us with the normal challenge of our faith: Who do we say that Jesus is? Who is Jesus
in my life here and now? Do I want a Redeemer? What kind of a Redeemer?
Our God loves us and promises everlasting life in the world to come. In this life He only promises us
suffering and trials—with a deep inner joy and peace if we live in faith. Advent reminds us to purify ourselves
from all that is not of God. John the Baptist points the way for us in Advent: purify, repent, forgiveness. Yet we
know that this message is to prepare us for the coming of One who loves us beyond all we can imagine and who
wants us to share His life forever.
My sisters and brothers, let us walk the way of the Lord in this Advent and know the presence of the Savior
in our lives.
Come, Lord Jesus!!!
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - Next weekend we are collecting items for the
“Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for
Catholic Charities. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church. We
will continue to conduct this collection one weekend each
month, but you may bring them earlier if needed. Thank you in
advance for your generosity.
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “” He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire.” Light a spiritual fire in your marriage by
attending
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The
next Weekends are January 18-20 in South Kingstown, RI and
March 8-10 in Duxbury, MA For more information, call Stephen
& Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at
https://wwmema.org/.
Annual Christmas Concert to be held at St. Bernard at St.
Camillus Church on Sunday, December 16th beginning at 1pm.
The concert is free, and refreshments will follow in the church
hall. All are invited.

Young Adult Theology on Tap - Join us for the next Theology on
Tap on Tuesday, December 11th at Compass Tavern in
Worcester! Our speaker will be Fr. Nick Desimone and his topic
will be "The Last Things." Join us as we dive deeper into the
Church's teachings on the four last things - Death, Judgement,
Heaven, and Hell. Compass Tavern in located at 90 Harding St.
in Worcester. Doors open for food and drinks at 6:30. The
speaker will begin around 7:15. Open to all young adults ages
18-39.
Christmas Prayer Luncheon at WQPH - WQPH is sponsoring a
"Christmas Prayer Luncheon" on Saturday, December 15 at 10
am, at Slattery's Restaurant,106 Lunenburg Street, Fitchburg.
Tickets are $25 paid in advance or $30 at door. A 9:00 am
Mass will be offered at St Bernard Parish at St Camillus Church,
333 Mechanic St., Fitchburg for those who are able to
attend. From there we will head to Slattery's. Festivities and
music provided by Musicians for Life. From noon to 1:00 pm, a
talk will be presented by Yves Jacques, editor of "Michael"
newspaper. For Tickets/information, contact Joan (978-3439278); Chris (508-856-9416); Roland (978-343-4927). On line
tickets: WQPHradio.org. Look for donate then hit “enter”.
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious,
lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to
report the matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can
be made by phone, contact Judith Audette, Director of the Office
for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929-4363 or in writing, and
sent to Office for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street,
Worcester, MA 01609.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com
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(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

www.RollstoneBank.com

978-345-1061

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Space
Available

Lunenburg, MA 01462
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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