Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 12th
Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Emanuel Pagnotto (7th Anniversary)
by his daughters
Jean Roux
by Lucille Perodeau
Sunday, February 13th
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Catherine Ronan
by her sister, Mary Raimo
Alfred & Florence Zarrella
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 14th
St. Cyril, Monk & Methodius, Bishop
8:00 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo
by his daughter Sarah
Placido Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
Tuesday, February 15th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, February 16th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, February 17th
The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, February 18th
NO MASS
Saturday, February 19th
Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
40:00 PM
Pellegrino DePiano
by the DiVito family
Mary Ann Ogden
by Jo Belli

February 12 - 13, 2022
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and
denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man.” (LUKE 6:22) All
of us have been in situations when someone has made a negative
comment or joke about God or our Catholic faith. How did you
respond? Did you stay silent or pretend to go along with the crowd
because you didn’t want to cause waves and then, later, you felt
bad? Know that God is with you all the time; the Holy Spirit will put the
right words in your mouth. Pray for the strength and courage to proclaim
our faith to others, especially during uncomfortable situations.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Gospel Luke 6:27-38

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Thank You Note Received – A note of thanks was received from
seminarian Jon Amidon. “St. Anthony’s, Thank you for the
Amazon gift card and for your support. Please know of my prayers
for you all.” Christmas may be in the past but please keep Jon
and all of the seminarians in your prayers.
These are our February
Birthdays in order of eldest
to youngest!
90+ Charles Phaneuf
80+ Francis Pandiscio,
Lucille Maynard, Sally
Duval, Priscilla Laberge,
Rosalie Marabello, MaryAnn Michaelian, Elena Viola, Grazia
Salamone
70+
Phyllis Pirani, Maria Nogueira, Judith Perla, Kathleen
DeCosta, Cecile Russo, Cynthia Peterson, Kathleen Cordio, Linda
Racine, David Descoteaux, David Helmer.
We pray they have a year filled with joy and peace and thank God
for the lives they touch!

Sunday, February 20th
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Jillian Lambert (8th Anniversary)
by her parents
10:30 AM
Mary Lanza
by her family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn

THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE IS $39 FOR THE YEAR
Please drop your Catholic Free Press envelope in the collection
basket this weekend or next. We will be submitting our
subscription list on February 28th to the diocese. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
When spoken from the mountaintop in Matthew's Gospel, we can't miss the impression that Jesus is speaking
with the authority and voice of God. The mountaintop is a symbol of closeness to God. Those who ascend the mountain
see God and speak for God; recall the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. As Luke introduces the location of
Jesus' teaching, Jesus teaches on level ground, alongside the disciples and the crowd. Luke presents Jesus' authority in
a different light. He is God among us.
Another distinction found in Luke's version is the audience. Luke's Sermon on the Plain is addressed to Jesus'
disciples, although in the presence of the crowd; Matthew's Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the crowd. In keeping
with this style, the Beatitudes in Luke's Gospel sound more personal than those in Matthew's Gospel—Luke uses the
article “you” whereas Matthew uses “they” or “those.” There is also a difference in number: Matthew describes eight
beatitudes; Luke presents just four, each of which has a parallel warning.
The form of the Beatitudes found in Luke's and Matthew's Gospel is not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in
the Old Testament, such as in the Psalms and in Wisdom literature. They are a way to teach about who will find favor
with God. The word blessed in this context might be translated as “happy,” “fortunate,” or “favored.”
As we listen to this Gospel, the Beatitudes jar our sensibilities. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or
persecuted are called blessed. This is, indeed, a Gospel of reversals. Those often thought to have been forgotten by God
are called blessed. In the list of “woes,” those whom we might ordinarily describe as blessed by God are warned about
their peril. Riches, possessions, laughter, reputation . . . these are not things that we can depend upon as sources of
eternal happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their promise; our misplaced trust in them will lead to our demise.
The ultimate peril is in misidentifying the source of our eternal happiness.
The Beatitudes are often described as a framework for Christian living. Our vocation as Christians is not to be
first in this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of God. We are challenged to examine our present situation in the
context of our ultimate horizon, the Kingdom of God.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is also ongoing. Please
bring items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week
to the public so there is always much needed.
Bereavement Ministry - “At the Foot of the Cross” If you are
grieving the loss of someone by death, you are cordially invited
to join us for sharing, prayer and mutual support. We meet the
last Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Loreto
Parish Center, 37 Massasoit Rd., Worcester. Our next meeting
is Feb. 24.
The Annual Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference
Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are
invited to this important in-person conference, scheduled
for Assumption University on Saturday, April 2, 2022. Visit the
conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for information
and to purchase tickets online and elsewhere. Come and hear
dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders: Kevin
O'Brien, Tim Francis, Dan Egan, Father Anthony Hamaty and Dr.
Pat Castle. For further information please email Angelo
Guadagno at
angelo0527@gmail.com or
call Elaine
Ford at 774-253-2996. Adult tickets are $45 until March 21,
afterwards $60. Student tickets are always $30.

New Volunteer Opportunity! – Habitat for Humanity has begun
a new program called Senior Corp. Many of their best volunteers
are over 60 and they say they bring a wealth of real-life
experience to their work. There are jobs for everyone regardless
of age or skill level and work is done in many local communities.
Some of the jobs needed are office work, church/school
relations, ReStore retail, construction, food provider, family
services, fundraising committee, finance committee, board of
directors. Partnering with Habitat is a great way to see the spirit
of God at work in the community as people of all ages and from
all walks of life come together to help those in need. If you are
searching for ways to make a difference, join us! “Be salt and
light to your community and the world!”
Registering online is an easy way to share your skills and
interests with Habitat so we can help point you in the right
direction. www.ncmhabitat.org/volunteer It’s also where you
can conveniently check out our construction schedule and sign
up for a day at a construction site, office, or in our ReStore. If
you need help signing up or have questions about volunteering,
always feel free to call our office at 978-348-2749.
Tax Contribution Statements will be sent out for
all who request them. If you contributed to
Partners in Charity or Legacy of Hope, those
statements were sent directly from the Diocese
on January 24th.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF
718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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