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Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net
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Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
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Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier
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prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Saint Anthony School
123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net
John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 18th
Vigil:7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Pelligrino DePiano (Anniversary)
by the Pennetti family
Sunday, February 19th
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Gillian Lambert (3rd Anniversary)
by her family
10:30 AM

Francesco & Anna Celona
and children Peter & Mattia
by Grace & Mario Zarrella

Monday, February 20th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Leo Away
Tuesday, February 21st
St.Peter damian, Bishop & Doctor of theChurch
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Leo Away
5:00-6:30 PM

NO Confessions

Wednesday, February 22nd
The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Leo Away
Thursday, February 23rd
St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Leo Away
Friday, February 24th
NO MASS
Saturday, February 25th
Vigil:9th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Sister. Elisa Brasili
by her family
Sunday, February 26th
9th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Fiore Brogna
by his wife Irene
10:30 AM

Oreste & Carmella Guglielmi
by their family

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Special Intentions for Grandchildren
and Great Grandchildren
by V. Z.

February 18-19, 2017
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you…” (Matthew 5:44) Love your enemies, easier
said than done, no doubt. But, remember, the foundation of
stewardship is prayer. When we are in close communication
with God, it opens our heart and it turns our attention away from
“me” and moves it towards God and others. It allows us to have
a little more empathy for “our enemy”. When we pray for others,
even “our enemies”, maybe it softens their hearts as well.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 49:14-15
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Gospel Matthew 6:24-34

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
**Fr. Leo will is away on vacation through Thursday evening,
February 23rd. There will be no morning Mass from Monday,
February 20th through Thursday, February 23rd. Please make
a note and plan to attend another area parish for your daily
Masses while Fr. Leo is away.
**Monday is President’s Day, a legal holiday. The office is
closed all day.

**There will be no evening Confessions held on
Tuesday, February 21st while Fr. is away. The regular
schedule will resume on Tuesday, February 28th .

COURSE ON THE EUCHARIST- LENT, 2017
Fr. Leo will be giving a course on the Eucharist on 5
consecutive Tuesdays during Lent, after confessions from
6:45 to 8:00 PM (weather permitting). It is based on Father
Henri Nouwen’s Book: With Burning Hearts , a meditation on
the Eucharistic Life.
 March 7: Mourning our losses: “Lord Have Mercy”
 March 14: Discerning the Presence:
“The Word of the Lord”
 March 21: Inviting the Stranger: “I Believe”
 March 28: Entering into Communion:
“Take and Eat”
 April 4:
Go on a Mission:
“Go and Proclaim the Gospel”
Please call the office if you and friends would like to attend
so that we know how many handouts we will need. A free will
offering of $5 or $10 to defray the expenses will be gratefully
accepted.
If you were unable to attend Mass last weekend due to the
weather, please help us with our operating costs by sending
in your missed donation. Thank you.

Week Ending February 12, 2017

Offerings

$2,970

JESUS’ COMMAND: BE PERFECT AS YOUR FATHER IS
In the Old Testament human activity was neatly divided into
loving and hating. Now Jesus presents something radically new:
We are to love everyone without exception. “Be ye perfect just
as your heavenly Father is perfect. This is a tall command that
He gives us. And it is at the heart of the Gospel that He
proclaims.
To love everyone , however, does not mean we have to love, or
even like their actions and behavior, or their attitudes. But WE
MUST LOVE THEM because God loves them. Like it or not, they
are God’s children just as we are. I may not like, and I may even
strongly detest the violence of terrorists, but I must love them
because they are children of our Father in heaven.
To love our enemy is a very tall command. This is not something
we can achieve overnight. But as one Sacred Scripture scholar
points out this is not only Jesus’ wish and teaching, but it carries
with it the power of His Word, and so in fact will become a
reality.
To be perfect you must be and become your Father’s child. The
world excuses sin and hatred and retribution as only being
human. But Christ radically redefines what it is to be human. It
is to be children of Our Father in heaven. To be human is to grow
in selfless love and forgiveness, not fighting with violence but
growing in the practice of Mercy.
We do this not from a blindness that refuses to see evil for what
it is, but we are to love without qualification because the Son of
Our Father has through the power of His Word made us children
of the same Father. It is the power of God alive in us through
Christ that makes this love possible. Matthew so much wants
us to understand that we will not fully become children of Our
Father until we put on the mind and heart of Christ.
St. John Paul II who received an assassin’s bullet, and who
almost bled to death, was able and willing to visit his would be
assassin and forgive him. In this way he showed us what it is to
be a child of God. Only when we are fully open to God’s
extravagant Love and Mercy can we do the same. Are you your
Father’s child?

- Fr. Leo
Old Palms – If you have old palms from last year, now is the
time to bring them to the church. These palms will be burned
and the ashes from them will be used on Ash Wednesday,
March 1st. You may leave your palms on the tables at either
entrance to the church. Thank you.

RETREAT BY THE OCEAN MAY 22-24, 2017
Fr. Leo be giving a two day retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine, at
the Marie-Joseph Spiritual Center beginning Monday, May 22nd
at Noon to Wednesday, May 24th at Noon. A $40 deposit is
required by March 15, 2017. This retreat is on St. Joseph –
looking at his relationship with God, with Jesus, with Mary and
with us. Come walk the beach or enjoy the ocean from a
distance. Handicap accessible. For more info, please see Fr.
Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

St. Bernard’s CCHS Scholarship

- The Bernardian
Foundation will award a $1,000 Parish Scholarship to a nonparochial student who will be an incoming freshman at STB
CCHS for the 2017—2018 year. The student must be an active
member of his/her parish in order to apply. Please contact
Cristina Valeri at cvaleri27@gmail.com for more details.

Fish Fry - Sadly, after many years, the Fish Fry held at Madonna
of the Holy Rosary Hall has come to an end. The
good news is that St. Anthony Parish will carry
on this much loved Lenten tradition. Beginning
on March 3rd, the first Friday of Lent, a
traditional Fish Fry will be held for each of the 6
Friday’s of Lent. You may eat in or take out from
4:30 to 7PM or until we run out, whichever comes first! The
dinner includes your choice of fried or baked fish, baked potato
or French fries, corn or clam chowder, salad, bread & butter,
coffee or tea or water; all for only $8 per person! There is
separate pricing for mac & cheese, spaghetti with garlic & oil
and assorted desserts. Please plan to join us and keep the
tradition going! Event takes place at the school cafeteria and
tickets are sold at the door.

17th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at
Assumption College - Men (of all ages, including teens and
college students) are invited to this important annual
Conference, scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday,
April 1st. Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org
for complete information. Come and hear dynamic talks from
outstanding Catholic leaders: Father Chase Hilgenbrinck,
Shawn Carney, Chris Stewart, Tony Brandt, Joe Dittmar, and Jeff
Cavins. Bishops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop
McManus will offer the Conference Mass. For a Conference
brochure, further information or registration, call Julie
Schroeder at 508-929-4345. Adult tickets are $45 until March
15th when the price jumps to $60 per ticket. St. Anthony Parish
will pay $10 towards parishoners tickets if purchased before
March 10th through the church office. This credit also applies to
student tickets which are $30 from the diocese. Please pick up
a flyer on your way out today and return the registration form
and payment to the church office BEFORE March 10th

Discernment Retreat with Bishop McManus
Have you thought of a vocation to the priesthood? Come and
learn more. The Diocese of Worcester’s annual discernment
retreat, directed by Bishop McManus, will be held on April 7 &
8th. This retreat begins 6pm Friday and ends 6pm Saturday. It
is for men high school age, college age, and older. The retreat
center is only 30 minutes from Worcester at the Immaculate
Conception Retreat Center in Putnam, Connecticut. There is no
cost, and transportation is provided if needed. Visit
worcestervocations.com for more information. Contact Fr. Jim
Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or by phone at 508-3405788 to sign up.

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – Operated out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church.
While most of us think of food collection around Thanksgiving,
but this remains a weekly need for hundreds of area families.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home
are always needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items
can be placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank
you.
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