
Pastoral Staff
Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Deacon Mark Carrier

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Parish Office  
978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor 
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community.  We offer our hearts, our gifts and   
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another.  Through the example of our patron 
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES	 Saturday Vigil    4:00 PM
	 Sunday              8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES 	 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
	 Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE 	 Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION 	 Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS 	 All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF 	 RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 	 Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF  MATRIMONY 	Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

Saint Anthony of PaduaSaint Anthony of Padua
84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, February 24 th   
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent 
4:00 PM Pellegrino DePiano 
 by the DiVito family 
  
Sunday, February 25 th  

Second Sunday of Lent 
8:00 AM Mike & Rose Champa 
 by their family 
10:30 AM Joseph A DiConza 
 by his wife Phyllis & daughters 
  
Monday, February 26 th  
7:00 AM Open Intention 
  
Tuesday, February 27th  
7:00 AM Parishioners Living & Deceased 
  
Wednesday, February 28th  
7:00 AM Open Intention 
  
6:00 PM Spanish Mass 
  
Thursday, March 1st  
7:00 AM Brittny Harrison 
 by Chris Lanciani 
  
Friday, March 2nd  
7:00 AM NO MASS 
  
7:00 PM Stations of The Cross 
  
  
Saturday, March 3rd  
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent 
4:00 PM Nicola Volpe 
 by his daughters Florence & Ann 
 Jimmy Pandiscio 
 by his wife Judi & children 
  
Sunday, March 4th    
Third Sunday of Lent 
8:00 AM Departed Souls of the Life Care Center 
 by the Nogueira family 
10:30 AM Oreste & Carmela Guglielmi & Family 
 by Mary Morizzo 
12:00 PM Baptism: Aria Roy 

 
 

 
 

Candle Intention: 
                                  IMO Gillian Lambert 
                                  by her parents & family 
 
 

 

February 24 - 25 , 2018  
Second Sunday of Lent 

 
� �́·�+�H�U�H�� �,�� �D�P���·�� �K�H�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G���µ  (Genesis 22:11) It is easy to say, 
�´�+�H�U�H���,���D�P�����/�R�U�G���µ���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���D�U�H��kneeling in church. But how easy 
�L�V�� �L�W���W�R���V�D�\�� �´�+�H�U�H���,�� �D�P���� �/�R�U�G���µ�� �Z�K�H�Q���D�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���Q�H�H�G�V���R�X�U���K�H�O�S����
when we are invited to join a parish ministry, or when we are 
asked to provide financial support? Often times we are called 
�Z�K�H�Q���L�W�·�V���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���I�R�U���X�V�����'�Lscipleship is not always easy, 
most of the time it will make us uncomfortable and vulnerable. 
 

READ AND PREPARE 
�1�H�[�W���Z�H�H�N�·�V���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V 

First Reading Exodus 17:307 
Second Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

Gospel John 4:5-42 
 

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS   EVENTS 
 
Hospitality Committee meets on Monday, March 5th @ 6PM 
in the church hall.  Please join us! 
 
Stations of The Cross will be every Friday evening at 7PM. 
There is a different intention for each Friday. Perhaps you 
can make time for an additional 20-25 minutes in prayer 
each week during Lent? Please consider joining us. 
 
Religious Items on Sale! �² Next weekend, March 3-4, 
Samer Awwad representing the Christian Catholic Families 
of Bethlehem will be selling Crucifixes, religious art work, 
and rosaries �² all made of olive wood which is native to 
Israel and Bethlehem. Since tourism has greatly depleted, 
Christian families in the Holy Land, who depend on tourist, 
have been greatly affected. Sale of these good will help 
them very much and also give you the opportunity to have 
�´�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�µ�� �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�O�\�� �/�D�Q�G���� �3�O�H�D�V�H�� �E�U�R�V�H��
and buy some articles, It is for a good cause and also a help 
to your personal devotion. 
 
End of Year Tax Information �² If you would like a Tax 
Contribution Statement for your 2017 yearly giving, please 
call or email the office.  These statements will only be sent 
out upon request.  Thank you.   
 
LAST CALL FOR DISCOUNT TICKETS to the 18 th Annual 
�'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q�� �&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F�� �0�H�Q�·�V�� �&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H - Annual �0�H�Q�·�V��
Conference, scheduled for Assumption College on 
Saturday, March 17 th.  Hear dynamic talks from 
outstanding Catholic leaders. Please see the brochure at 
the back of the church for detailed information and a 
registration form.  Bishop McManus will offer Mass. Tickets 
purchased before February 28th are $45, students are $30 
anytime. The parish will pay half ($22.50) per ticket if 
purchased BEFORE February 28th. Price increased to $60 
after that date. For further information, visit our website - 
www.firstmensconf.org  
 
 
 

http://www.firstmensconf.org/


 

Dear Friends, 
We all have experienced moments of intellectual clarity. Some call it peak experience, or enlightenment, or 

inspiration. The apostles Peter, James, and John experienced such moment of revelation on the mountain of 
transfiguration. For a brief moment they saw the Lord Jesus in His divine �•�’�Ž�‡�•�†�‘�”�ä�����Š�‡�›���Š�‡�ƒ�”�†���–�Š�‡���˜�‘�‹�…�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���•�ƒ�‹�†�á���ò���Š�‹�•��
�‹�•���•�›���„�‡�Ž�‘�˜�‡�†�����‘�•�ä�ó�����–���™�ƒ�•���ƒ�•���—�•�†�‡�•�‹�ƒ�„�Ž�‡���‡�š�’�‡�”�‹�‡�•�…�‡�ä But it was a passing moment. They had to come down from the 
mountain. From the glory of the transfiguration, the Lord had to face the humiliation of the cross. Peter, James and John 
also each in his own way went through the passion. No doubt, this experience would provide them with strength in the 
trials ahead. The memory of the transfiguration and other memories of Jesus would become their source of support. 

Beautiful memories are our source of strength. Peak moments and times of clarity are the backdrop against 
which we compare low moments and times of confusion. This was the importance of the transfiguration in the life of 
the three apostles. It was an inspiring memory. The good news is that we too can have our moments on the 
mountain. This season of Lent is a time to go up the mountain and meet the Lord in a special way. We can prepare the 
ground for this meeting by accepting our frailty, acknowledging our sinfulness, desiring reconciliation, spending time 
for prayer, intentionally practicing some acts of self-denial and acts of kindness towards others. And we will experience 
the Lord in a new way, sometimes intensely, at other times gently. When it happens, it is a memory that will always stay 
with us, not just in Lent but throughout the whole year. 

 
                                Blessings, 
                             Fr. Juan 

 
Spaghetti Supper �² St. Bernard�·�V���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O��will 
hold a spaghetti supper on Saturday, March 3rd from 4:30 
�² 7:00 pm. There will be Step Dancing entertainment at 
5:30. A Book Fair will be available during those hours as 
well.  For tickets and other information, please contact St. 
Bernard�·�V���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\ School. 
 
Are you a High School or College Student who might 
consider a Vocation to the Priesthood? Have you thought 
of a vocation to the priesthood? Come and learn more. 
�7�K�H���'�L�R�F�H�V�H�� �R�I�� �:�R�U�F�H�V�W�H�U�·�V�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���U�H�W�U�H�D�W����
directed by Bishop McManus, will be held on March 23 & 
24. This retreat begins 6 pm Friday and ends 6 pm 
Saturday. It is for men high school age, college age, and 
older. The retreat center is only 30 minutes from 
Worcester at the Immaculate Conception Retreat Center 
in Putnam, Connecticut. There is no cost, and 
transportation is provided if needed.�æ Visit 
worcestervocations.com for more information. Contact Fr. 
Jim Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or call 508-340-
5788 to sign up.  
 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - � T́his is my beloved Son. 
Listen to him." Let us learn to listen better to each other 
and to God by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend.     The next WWME Weekends are March 9-11 
in Duxbury, MA and April 21-22 in Brewster, MA. For more 
information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/  or call 
Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�3�O�H�D�V�H�� �G�R�Q�·�W�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�� �7�+�(�� �6�7���� �9�,�1�&�(�1�7�� �G�H��
PAUL FOOD PANTRY �² This is run out of the 
St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any non-
perishable items you use regularly in your 
own home are always needed for the food 

pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you could 
add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the 
bins at the entrances of the church. They are collected 
every Monday morning.  
 
Upcoming Cursillo Weekends - Cursillo or "short course in 
Christianity" is an uplifting and educational 
experience.  The weekend is facilitated by a team of 
laypeople and clergy who deliver organized talks and 
discussions.  Our 2018 dates are:  Women - May 3-6 & 
October 25-28, Men - June 14-17.  All weekends will be 
held at the Immaculate Conception Spiritual Renewal 
Center in Putnam, CT. For additional information, please 
contact Sue Leighton at 508-278-3155 or 
sleighton1958@gmail.com. 
 

Collection Report for November 2017�² January 2018 
 

Sunday Offerings & Christmas Collection 
November 2017  $17,600 
December 2017  $15,197  
Christmas 2017 $3,411 
January 2018  $19,573  

 TOTAL   $55,781.00  
 

Building & Maintenance Collection 
November 2017   $738 
December 2017  $1,013 
January 2018  $951 

 TOTAL   $2,702 
 
 

mailto:jmazzone@charter.net
https://wwmema.org/
mailto:sleighton1958@gmail.com


www.champarealty.com

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

(978) 342-3029
381 Summer Street

Fitchburg, MA 01420
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DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

designs
in print  and publishing

Lawn Sprinkler Systems-
Installed & Serviced

Fully Insured

www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
Fitchburg, MA 01420 978-345-0086

Since 1874, families have depended on our funeral services.
SMITH -MALLAHY-MASCIARELLI FUNERAL HOMES

243 Water Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420  •  978 / 345-4151  • fax 978 / 343-2494
John F. Masciarelli, Cicely A. Carter & Walter Taylor

Funeral Directors
www.masciarellifamilyfuneralhomes.net

649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
      Garden Center 978-342-2239
Floral Department 978-342-2300

CAULEY’S
FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Brandon
Funeral Home(978) 343-4444

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

Gregory May
Funeral Director

“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

    on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10

Space
Available

formerly Morse Printing
graphic designer and print provider

 specializing in publication layout and page creation

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945


