Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 3rd
Vigil: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mary Varieur (15th Anniversary)
by her husband & family
Sunday, February 4th
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
10:30 AM
John & Jack Jerszyk
by their family
Monday, February 5th
St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
7:00 AM
Joseph Hawthorne
by his friends
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Tuesday, February 6th
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, February 7th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
6:00 PM

Spanish Mass

Thursday, February 8th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, February 9th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, February 10th
Vigil: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Robert Duval
by his wife Sally & family
Sunday, February 11th
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Terry & Jerry Capone
by their son Michael & family
10:30 AM
Emanuel Pagnotto (3rd Anniversary)
by his daughters

Please pray for the soul of
Richard Romano
who died last week.
May God grant his family peace.

February 3-4, 2018
Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time
“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted
place, where he prayed…He told them, ‘Let us go on to the nearby
villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose have I
come.’” (Mark 1:35, 38) In today’s Gospel reading we see a
perfect example of stewardship. Jesus gives His time to do all that
God wishes - healing the sick and preaching. But before He
begins, Jesus makes time to be alone with God in prayer. It is
through prayer, spending time with God, that we find the strength
to do what He wishes us to do. Be sure to find time every day to
be with God.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:31 - 11:1
Gospel Mark 1:40-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Ministry Schedules Are Out – Ministry Schedules for all
Eucharistic ministers, lectors and altar servers have been
emailed. If you did not receive one or wish to have a hard
copy, please pick one up from the sacristy. Thank you.
CORI Updates – The Parish is in the process of doing a CORI
update for ALL volunteers to the parish. We need to have
a CORI on file with the diocese for each and every member
that is 16+ years or older. Please pick up a CORI from the
sacristy after Mass or stop by the office to fill the form out.
You need to fill out a form if you volunteer on a regular basis
in any capacity for the parish including, but not limited to,
all liturgical roles, boards, seasonal help such as the golf
tournament or St. Anthony Festa, hospitality, money
counter, general office or church help. A copy of a valid
driver’s license (front & back) or other government issued
I.D. is required with the paperwork. Thank you.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2017 yearly giving, please
call or email the office. These statements will only be sent
out upon request. We have begun to send statements out.
Thank you.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St.
Francis of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable
items you use regularly in your own home are
always needed for the food pantry. When you
do your shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra
items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances of
the church. They are collected every Monday morning.

Dear Friends,
Today we have an odd collection of readings. Job, in the first reading, is so depressed and overwhelmed
by the awfulness of life that he is sure that he will never see happiness again. The ending of the Book of Job,
of course, shows him totally restored and once again happy. Everything in life goes through periods, in which
we have some doubts about the happiness of this life, some doubts about God's care for us and perhaps even
a lot of doubts about our capacity to keep on living.
The second reading, from the First Letter to the Corinthians, is about preaching the Gospel. The word,
Gospel, means Good News. This is a huge contrast to the feelings of Job in the first reading. Paul is willing to
give his whole life to preaching the Gospel and will to receive no human recompense at all. Why? Because he
knows that only in this way can he also share in the promises of the Gospel.
You and I are called to preach the Gospel in the way we live each day. It is not as though we must leave
what we are doing, get on the road and go about talking. No, we are invited to live in such a way that people
will become interested in the Gospel just by seeing how we live.
Mark's Gospel picks up this same theme of preaching the Gospel. Jesus Himself tells us that He has
come to proclaim the Gospel. No matter if He is tired, not matter if He is pushed on all sides--still, He knows
that the Father has sent Him to proclaim the Good News.
We are invited today to live with Christ. It is He who lives in us. All we need to do is allow His presence
to shine through us. We don't have to do anything spectacular. If we live with love and care for others, this
shows through us. If we are willing to suffer for Christ, this also shows through us. We are not called to be
unctuous or overly sweet or overly pious in a bad way. We are called to know Christ's love for us and to
respond to that love by loving others.
Many blessings,
Fr. Juan
Adult Retreat in Worcester - “Becoming Missionary
Disciples”, an adult retreat will be held on Saturday Feb.
17, 8:30 am-4 pm (snow day April 14) in Rieger Hall, Our
Lady of the Angels Parish, 1222 Main St., Worcester. Fr.
Robert Jalbert, Maryknoll Missionary, offers reflections
from Pope Francis’ The Joy of the Gospel. Lunch may be
purchased ($10) or bring your own. To register contact:
Darleen Farland by Feb. 7 dfarlandola@gmail.com or 508791-0951 x18.
Lenten Day of Prayer for Women – Sisters of the
Presentation are sponsoring a Day of Prayer for Women
on Saturday, February 17th at Presentation Convent, 99
Church St., Leominster. The day begins at 9:30 and ends
by 3:00. There will be an opportunity for quiet reflection
and sharing. Lunch is included. Free will offerings are
accepted. Please bring a new pair of socks for our
collection. To register call 978-537-7108. Thank you.
18th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference - All
men are invited to this important annual Conference,
scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday, March 17
and ticket prices increase on Thursday, March 1st. Hear
dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders:
Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Father David Cavanagh, Robert
Rogers, Ryan Tremblay, and Elvis Grbac. Bishops and
diocesan and religious priests will hear those
confessions. Bishop McManus will offer Mass. Tickets
purchased before February 28th are $45. Price increased
to $60 after that date. Students are $30 anytime. For a

Conference brochure, further information, or registration,
visit our website - www.firstmensconf.org
Consider a Vocation to the Priesthood? Have you thought
of a vocation to the priesthood? Come and learn more.
The Diocese of Worcester’s annual discernment retreat,
directed by Bishop McManus, will be held on March 23 &
24. This retreat begins 6 pm Friday and ends 6 pm
Saturday. It is for men high school age, college age, and
older. The retreat center is only 30 minutes from
Worcester at the Immaculate Conception Retreat Center
in Putnam, Connecticut. There is no cost, and
transportation is provided if needed.
Visit
worcestervocations.com for more information. Contact Fr.
Jim Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or call 508-3405788 to sign up.
The 7th Annual Maine Catholic Women's Conference,
which features dynamic speakers, the "His Own" music
ministry, Mass, adoration, and vendors, will be held May
5 at the Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland. This year's
theme is "Come...magnify the Lord with me." The keynote
speaker will be Sister Miriam James Heidland, a member
of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity, who has
traveled throughout the world inviting others to deepen
their relationship with God. Registration for the
conference opens on March 5. For more information
please visit Twitter! @mainecwc or our website at
http://portlanddiocese.org/womensconference
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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