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WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 4th
Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Simone, Fannie & Ralph Romano
by their family
Sunday, February 5th
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
John & Jack Jerszyk
by their family
10:30 AM

Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family

Monday, February 6th
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Rose Bisol
by her friend Jo Belli
1:00 PM

Mass at the Fitchburg Greens

Tuesday, February 7th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
9:15 AM

School Mass – Grades 5-8

Wednesday, February 8th
St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin
7:00 AM
In Thanksgiving for Blessings Received
by a Devotee
Thursday, February 9th
7:00 AM
Joan C. Shea
by Jo Belli
10th

Friday, February
St. Scholastica, Virgin
NO MASS
Saturday, February 11th
Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Emanuel Pagnotto (2nd Anniversary)
by his daughters
Sunday, February 12th
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Terry & Jerry Capone
by their son Michael & family
10:30 AM

Patricia Giacomozzi
by her family

February 4 - 5, 2017
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (MT 5:16)
The generosity of being a good steward of your gifts has a
positive effect on people and is contagious! Good works
encourage more good works. Let your light shine! Recognize
that God is working through you and don’t put yourself above
the people you have been called to help.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Sirach 15:15-20
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Gospel Matthew 5:17-37

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
LOVE PASTA? Please join St.
Anthony School for our Annual
8th Grade Pasta Supper next
Saturday Feb 11th from 4 - 7pm
at the School Cafeteria. Tickets
are $8 for adults, $5 for children.
*A Bake Sale will be available for
delicious dessert items. All
proceeds to benefit the 8th grade
class trip to Washington DC.

Reminder: Confessions are held on Tuesday evening from
5-6:30 pm in the church or anytime by appointment.

Adult Altar Training to Begin Soon. Please call the office
with your name and phone number if you wish to take part
and we will contact you directly.

To all Parishioners: If you or a family member are
hospitalized and would like to receive communion or the
Sacrament of the Sick please call the office. Because of
privacy laws we are prohibited from calling the hospitals to
see which parishioners have been admitted.
Time to Subscribe or Renew The Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 28th. The subscription
price is $30 this year – that’s only .58 per week! Please
consider submitting a new subscription or renewing your
current one. Stay informed on what is important in your
diocese and around the world. Every paid subscription helps
the parish with the required number of papers we are
assesed for each week.

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Dino & Patricia Giacomozzi
by their family
Jan. 21 Offerings
Jan. 28 Offerings
TOTAL

$3,324
4,038
$7,362

YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES

Statement from Bishop McManus
Executive Order on immigration:

on

January 31, 2017
It is hard to imagine an American alive today who does not
include immigrants to this country in his or her family tree,
ancestors who were in search of a better life, or escaping
political or religious persecution, or fleeing the ravages of war.
It is particularly this last case that is most disturbing in light of
President Trump’s Executive Order addressing the U.S. refugee
admissions program and migration to the United States. In light
of that, I add my voice to that of the USCCB’s chair of the
Committee on Migration, Bishop Joe S. Vásquez of Austin,
Texas, who issued the following statement: “We strongly
disagree with the Executive Order’s halting refugee admissions.
We believe that now more than ever, welcoming newcomers
and refugees is an act of love and hope. We will continue to
engage the new administration, as we have all administrations
for the duration of the current refugee program, now almost
forty years. We will work vigorously to ensure that refugees are
humanely welcomed in collaboration with Catholic Charities
without sacrificing our security or our core values as Americans,
and to ensure that families may be reunified with their loved
ones.”
Our own local experience has been one of great success in
assisting refugees from Syria and many other countries through
Catholic Charities, working in collaboration with the U.S.
government. Let us hope and pray and voice our support for
efforts to rectify this policy, while respecting the right of every
nation to protect its borders and its citizens. As Christians we
cannot ignore the Gospel imperative to welcome the stranger in
our midst, especially those whose dignity as children of God is
not being respected. In the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
(# 2241) our faith encourages us to welcome all people “in
search of the security and means of livelihood which they
cannot find in their country of origin.” As our Holy Father, Pope
Francis said to our nation’s leaders in September 2015, “…if
we want security, let us give security; if we want life, let us give
life; if we want opportunities, let us provide opportunities. The
yardstick we use for others will be the yardstick which time will
use for us.”

A De-Fund Planned Parenthood Rally will be on Saturday,
February 11, at 12 Noon on Main Street in Fitchburg across
from the Planned Parenthood office at 391 Main Street. Sings
and rosaries will be available as well as hot drinks and hand
warmers. For more information please contact Joyce Aucoin at
978-345-0129 or aucoinjoyce@gmail.com
Keep Those Box Top Coming - St. Anthony
School has asked us to please continue to
clip out the “Box Tops for Education”. Each
Box Top is worth 10 cents but they quickly
add up. Proceeds from the Box Tops fund student field trips
throughout the year. You may place cut out Box Tops in the
containers at the entrances of the church or place them, in an
envelope, in the collection basket. On behalf of the school
children, Thank you!

Do you know who you are? In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us a
high calling: “YOU are the salt of the earth!” We might say Jesus
wants to cut through the negative evaluations of ourselves such
as: “you are a sinner”; “you’re no good,” “you’re a loser.” But if
we ignore this high calling, the salt we really are will become flat
and tasteless. His address to us is direct: YOU! You are the salt
of the earth! It is meant to be convincing and bring awareness.
As salt we are to benefit the world. What is wasteful is for us to
lose this zest for God and this purpose we have, this passion for
bringing love and joy to people around us.
As one Catholic writer puts it, we are to raise the level of flavor
of every human activity and thus transform it. Any activity that
becomes flat in our lives can become delightful if seasoned with
joy and devotion. As an early Christian writer puts it: “We are to
be to the world what the soul is to its body.”
Christ is really raising the bar for us as Christians. As salt of the
earth we are to bring out the best in others, first by believing in
ourselves as God believes in us, and then to believe in others.
We do this by our words and actions. We do this by our genuine
prayers and smile and love.
“You are the light of the world”, says Jesus. We need to know
that this is not our doing but God’s doing in us and through us.
The first disciple of Christ, who was not St. Peter but our Blessed
Mother, let her light shine brightly for all to see. How did she do
this? By becoming invisible! As Thomas Merton put it: “She was
like clear glass, not even a smudge.” Therefore the Light of
Christ could shine brightly through her.
Would that we also become so transparent that the love of God
and the joy of God’s Holy Spirit be evident in everything we say
and do. Many of the people of the world who are caught in the
things of this world, see their lives as dreary and without
meaning. We, on the other hand, are nourished and energized
by Divine Love and Christian joy that relies on faith in Christ and
His grace rather than on mere human initiative. So let our Light
through us and in us. Amen. - Fr. Leo

17th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at
Assumption College - Men (of all ages, including teens and
college students) are invited to this important annual
Conference, scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday,
April 1st. Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org
for complete information. Come and hear dynamic talks from
outstanding Catholic leaders: Father Chase Hilgenbrinck,
Shawn Carney, Chris Stewart, Tony Brandt, Joe Dittmar, and Jeff
Cavins. Bishops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop
McManus will offer the Conference Mass. For a Conference
brochure, further information or registration, call Julie
Schroeder at 508-929-4345. Adult tickets are $45 until March
15th when the price jumps to $60 per ticket. St. Anthony Parish
will pay $10 towards parishoners tickets if purchased before
March 10th through the church office. This credit also applies to
student tickets which are $30 from the diocese. Please pick up
a flyer on your way out today and return the registration form
and payment to the church office BEFORE March 10th
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – Operated out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church.
While most of us think of food collection around Thanksgiving,
but this remains a weekly need for hundreds of area families.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home
are always needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items
can be placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank
you.

