Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 18th
Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mary & Mattia Celona
by their sister Grace & brother Frank
Hugh & Mary Borg
by Mario & Grace Zarrella
Sunday, January 19th
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
J. Marilyn (Dooley) Romano
by her son Douglas & family
10:30 AM
Joseph Raimo (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & family
Bob Babeau
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 20th
St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr; Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
8:00 AM
Sr. Rose Clarisse Gadoury
by her friend Jo
Tuesday, January 21st
St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Joseph M. & Rose G. Secino
by the Ernest Secino Trust
Wednesday, January 22nd
St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr; Day of Prayer for Unborn
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, January 23rd
St. Marianne Cope, Virgin
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, January 24th
St. Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, January 25th
Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti, Jr. (6th Anniversary)
by Ann Pacetti & family
Sr. Janet Badagliacca & Nancy Ray
by their families
Sunday, January 26th
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Antoinette Zirpolo (Month’s Mind)
by Jack & Linda Kinsey
12:30 PM
Parishioners

January 18 - 19, 2020
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the
womb...” (Isaiah 49:5) God has given each of us different gifts. In order
for God’s plan to work, you have to do what God is calling you to do, and
I have to do what God is calling me to do. And guess what? God has given
each of us a different plan! So, stop comparing yourself to others. Don’t
let envy and jealousy enter your life. Be thankful for the gifts God has
given you and generously share them with others.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 8:23 – 9:3
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Gospel Matthew 4:12-23

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is Monday, January 20th Mass will be
celebrated at 8:00 am. The office is closed all day.
Fr. Juan has returned and with him, the morning Masses.
Remember that the Mass time has changed to 8:00 AM for
weekday Masses; Monday – Thursday. Thank you.
Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 21st. - The subscription price
is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week! Please consider
submitting a new subscription or renewing your current one. Stay
informed on what is important in your diocese and around the
world. You should have received a Catholic Free Press envelope
in your bi-monthly giving packets. Our envelope company has
informed us that they mistakenly omitted this envelope. I would
ask that you put your $39 check with CFP marked in the memo
area, into a plain envelope and place it in the collection basket.
Thank you.

Collection Report for Month of December 2019
Sunday Offerings
Building & Maintenance
*Other Income
TOTAL
**Expenses
Net Income

$16,363
1,562
7,554
$25,479
-28,360
-$ 2,881

*Other Income = Gifts, Mass Stipends, Rental, Fairs, all other
**Expenses = Utilities, Repairs/Maintenance (including snow/grounds),
Property & Health Insurances, Salaries, Church Supplies, Parish Office
Administration, Religious Education, all other

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Intentions of the
Residents of the Gables

Please pray for the soul of
Letizia Reynolds
and may God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
The Christmas season is over. Now we move on with the very beginning of Jesus’ public life, usually
referred to as his ministry. We come upon John the Baptist seeing Jesus and pointing to him. “This is the
Lamb of God,” he says.
“Lamb of God.” We use that term so often, that it is easy for us to overlook the deep theology and the
unfathomable love of our God contained in His sending His Son to be the Lamb. We had all gone astray like
sheep, each following his own way; But the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all. Though he was harshly
treated, he submitted and opened not his mouth; Like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the
shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth.
He is wounded for our sins, bruised for our iniquities. He has taken upon himself the chastisement
that makes us whole. That is what John the Baptist meant when he said, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.”
The question comes: why? Why did the world need a Savior? Why did God’s son become a man to
suffer and die for us? Did the Word have to become Flesh? Was Christmas necessary? Well, we can’t tell God
what is necessary or not necessary. But we can try to come to an understanding of God’s plan. From the very
beginning of the world, all creation was entrusted to human beings. Sadly, man, in his selfishness and selfcenteredness, perverted the whole purpose for creation. Instead of glorifying God, creation was used to
satisfy man’s selfish needs. But, God still did not take the gift of creation away from man. A man would once
more restore creation to God’s original plan. Jesus Christ is this man.
Jesus came to live as the Father wants us all to live. He sacrificed himself completely for others so that
we could experience sacrificial love. He called us to use creation as the Father meant creation to be
used. God’s plan for mankind could once more be put into effect since the Son of God became a
man. Entrusted with creation, a man restores the world.
When we say or sing, “Lamb of God” we are remembering what Jesus did for us and what he has
empowered us to do for others. We are remembering his sacrifice to make God’s love real on earth. We are
reminding ourselves that joining Jesus in sacrificial love is the only way we can be his followers.
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
These donations are picked up once a week on Monday’s or as
needed. Many individuals and families rely on your donations.
Please help those in need right in our own community.
Faith & Reason Series in Gardner - As part of Annunciation
Parish's Faith and Reason Series, Fr. Stephen Lundrigan will do
a presentation on the hidden and not-so-hidden evidence for
God’s action in the universe on Wednesday, January 22nd @ 7
pm in the church hall at Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St. Gardner
MA. Come and invite a friend who wonders if there can be proof
for God’s existence imbedded in the world around us.
January 22 National Day of Prayer - Did you know that in
Dioceses throughout the United States, January 22nd is
designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Human Life? As Catholics we are called to observe this day
through the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving
alms, in a way similar to our Lenten practices. Learn more
about how you can participate at worcesterdiocese.org/j....

National March for Life in Washington, D.C., Friday, January 24th
MCFL is sponsoring three busses to Washington. Bus donation:
$180 round-trip. ($75 Round trip from Chicopee) Participants
will receive a complimentary "pro-life strong" scarf, while
supplies last. Questions? Email action@masscitizensforlife.org
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2019 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be sent out upon
request. We will begin sending out statements the last week of
January. Please remember that all donations are credited to
your name the date they are received here in the church office
regardless of what date is on your giving envelope. Thank you.
St. Boniface, Lunenburg Knights of Columbus is hosting a
Cribbage Tournament on Sunday, January 26, beginning at
1:pm in the St. Boniface Parish Hall, 817 Mass Ave., Lunenburg.
$10 entry fee, each player will play 5 games. Prizes for 1st place
is $100, 2nd place.is $50. Registration is required. For
information contact Thomas at 978-430-7600 or
kofc16480@gmail.com

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday) if
Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be
NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our parishioners
safe and off the roads. Thank you.

