Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 1st
Vigil: The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 PM
Dino Zapantis who is very ill with COVID
by his friend Adrian McDonald
Sunday, January 2nd
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Angelina & Pietro Gallon
by their nieces Victoria & Gail
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 3rd
Holy Name of Jesus
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan is Away
Tuesday, January 4th
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan is Away
Wednesday, January 5th
St. John Neumann, Bishop
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan is Away
Thursday, January 6th
St. Andre Bessette, Religious
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan is Away
Friday, January 7th
St. Raymond of Penafort Priest
NO MASS
Saturday, January 8th
Vigil: Baptism of the Lord
40:00 PM
Dick Hautala (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Bonnie & son Jim
Sunday, January 9th
The Baptism of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners

January 1 – 2, 2022
Epiphany of the Lord
"…They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”
(MATTHEW 2:11) What gifts do you give to the Lord? Pope St. Gregory
said that these three gifts represent what we should give God every
day. Gold – we should reflect Christ’s wisdom in all our
relationships. Frankincense – represents our daily prayer and adoration
to God. Myrrh – is a symbol of our daily sacrifices that we unite with
Jesus for the sake of others.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Second Reading Timothy 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Gospel Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
**Father Juan will be away on vacation from Monday, January 3rd
through Friday, January 21st. In Father’s absence there will be no
weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for your morning
Masses. Weekend Mases, Saturday & Sunday, will be celebrated
as usual. The office will be open for regularly scheduled hours.
Parish Census: If you have moved in the last year or two or the
numbers of members in your family household have decreased
due to children moving out, please contact us via email or phone
so that we can stay current with you and update or records. 😊
Have you been attending St. Anthony’s but have not formally
registered? Please consider registering so that you can be
included when any mailings go out. Registration cards are at the
entrances of the church or, you can download one from our
website.
In case you missed this last week:
Giving Tree: Thank you to those of you who took one or more tags
from our Giving Tree. You have helped to bring joy to those
families who are struggling to provide for their children and the
homebound who sometimes feel forgotten. Thank you also for
supporting the seminarians of our diocese as they continue their
studies on their journey to priesthood. May God bless all of you!
Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (when Fr. Juan returns) if
Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be
NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all parishioners safe
and off the roads. Please check your local listings. Thank you.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Health of Mind & Body
for the Berube Family
by Rene Berube

Please pray for the soul of
Edward Floria
May God grant his family peace.

Dear Friends,
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s Gospel
tells a version of Jesus’ birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells us little
more than, “When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod . . .” The story of the census is found
only in Luke’s Gospel, but we hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel.
We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological
sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We assume that there were three Magi based upon the naming of their three
gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’
search for a savior. Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also represent our search for Jesus.
We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the
meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol
of his divinity because priests burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for
burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ death.
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically several moments in Christ’s early
life and ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism
by John, and his first miracle at Cana.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
NEW YEAR PRAYER
As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks
for all we hold dear: our health, our family and our friends.
Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains,
for these are nothing but binding chains. Let us live each day in
the most loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve all
who are in need, regardless of race, color or creed.
Let us keep God of our own understanding in our
hearts and to chant God's name each day. Let us lead the world
from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong
to right.
Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all,
discriminating against none.
May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love.
May God's blessings shower upon you and bestow upon each
of you a bright, healthy and peaceful new year.
- Rev. Marcy Sheremetta

Reminder:
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.

To all Parishioners: If you or a family member are hospitalized
and would like to receive communion or the Sacrament of the
Sick, please ask your nurse to make a referral to Pastoral Care.
All Fitchburg & Leominster priests are assigned on a rotating
schedule with Health Alliance/Leominster Hospital so there is
always a priest available on call every day. Once this has been
done, if you would still like Fr. Juan to visit, please contact him
at through the office. Thank you.

Holy Hour to Pray for Priests - On Friday, January. 14 from 7 - 8
pm at Immaculate Conception Church on 353 Grove St.,
Worcester. The holy hour consists of time for silent adoration, a
short reflection, the rosary, and benediction. Please join us to
pray for our priests. Repeats every second Friday of the month.
“Opening their treasure chests, they offered Him gifts.” Are you
beginning to see your life as a gift to be given to the Lord as a
priest, deacon, religious sister or brother? Contact the Vocation
Office at (508)630-4473or email: donato.infante@gmail.com.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service - You are
invited to a Service of the Word at Blessed Sacrament Church
on Sunday, January 16 at 2 PM. Join Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church and Trinity and Concordia Lutheran Churches
in prayer. We will also bless the efforts to resettle an Afghan
family in Worcester.. From the Gospel of John....."That we may
be one"
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock…” It’s time. Time to learn
more about your Faith. It’s time to experience what our religion
can do for you. Jesus is waiting for you, personally. Cursillo
weekends are a wonderful, fun way to give you a start on this
journey. Two weekends are coming up for early 2022. A
Women’s Weekend February 3-6; and a Men’s Weekend March
17-20. Visit www.fourthday.org and download an application
today or call Pam Hamilton at 774-239-8909 for more
information. You will be so very glad you did!
Want to learn about the Knights of Columbus? - If you are a
Catholic man living in or near Fitchburg and want to deepen
your faith, make new friends, and add value to our community
then Knights of Columbus may be perfect for you. We are a
small group of men who enjoy putting God first, laughing and
helping others. We meet the 4th Wednesday of each month in
the church basement of St. Camillus, 333 Mechanic St,
Fitchburg. If interested, join us for a meeting or call Dave at
617-981-1186. https://www.facebook.com/fitchburgkofc/

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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