Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 2nd
Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 PM
Nina (Cali) Amico
by Patty Vacca-Martin
Sunday, January 3rd
Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 4th
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, January 5th
St. John Neumann, Bishop
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, January 6th
St. Andre Bessette, Religious
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, January 7th
St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, January 8th
NO MASS
Saturday, January 9th
Vigil: Baptism of the Lord
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
Sunday, January 10th
Baptism of the Lord
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners

January 2 - 3, 2021
Epiphany of the Lord
"“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” (Colossians
3:13) Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do. We can’t
give what we don’t have. We need to receive God’s mercy and
forgiveness first before we can give it to others. Go to the sacrament of
Reconciliation and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. Then, share
give the gift of forgiveness with someone – a family member, a friend or
a co-worker. Pick up the phone or text someone right now.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 55:1-11
Second Reading 1 John 5:1-9
Gospel Mark 1:7-11

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Church Office will be closed until Wednesday, January 6th. We
will be checking phone messages periodically. If you need to
speak to Fr. Juan, please call the rectory. Thank you.
NEW YEAR PRAYER

God of all time,
help us enter the New Year quietly,
thoughtful of who we are to ourselves and to others,
mindful that our steps make an impact and our words carry
power.
May we walk gently.
May we speak only after we have listened well.
Creator of all life,
help us enter the New Year reverently, aware that you have
endowed every creature and plant, every person and habitat with
beauty and purpose.
May we regard the world with tenderness.
May we honor rather than destroy.
Lover of all souls,
help us enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and dance
and dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and looking
forward to blessings yet to come.
May we welcome your lavish love.
In this new year, may the grace and peace of Christ bless us now,
and in the days ahead.
- Vinita Hampton Wright; Offered by Douglas Ruschman

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

Please pray for the soul of
Mario Zarrella
May God grant his family peace.

Christmas 2020
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As Advent gives way to Christmas, we find ourselves in a continued state of waiting, longing and expectation for a
promised vaccine. How our world has changed in a year!
Last Christmas, none of us had heard of COVID-19. Since then our lives, jobs, recreation and worship have been
shaped by it. COVID precautions have led to COVID-fatigue as we long for a return to normal life.
Anxious waiting and expectation for the vaccine marks and impacts our celebrations. Gatherings in church and at
home will be smaller, travel truncated, carols fewer, precautions increased and parties cancelled.
But Christmas is not cancelled. Our way of celebrating has changed, but our reason for celebrating remains the
same. While the world awaits the arrival of a vaccine, we celebrate the arrival of the world’s Savior.
We hope for a vaccine that for a time will ward off illness and death. The Divine Savior whose birth we celebrate gives
us resurrection and reunion. We pray the vaccine will restore normal life on earth. The grace Christ offers promises
eternal life in Heaven.
For two millennia Christians throughout the world have celebrated Christ's birth. Many of these Christmases have
been marked by famine, plagues and wars. Through those hardships and others, Christians have found in Christ the
strength, hope and joy to persevere, endure and triumph over all of life's uncertainties.
As we wait for the vaccine to come, let us rejoice, give thanks and find peace in the Savior who has already come,
defeated sin and death and will come again to share His definitive triumph of eternal life.
With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly
Building & Maintenance collection was taken
up at Mass this weekend. If you are not
physically attending Mass and have not been
contributing to this collection by mail, we ask
you to please consider giving what you can.
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

The end of the year is here! Did you know that you can set up
church donations for the coming year using our
online donation site? Our Weekly Collection as
well as Building & Maintenance and all
diocesan collections are listed there for you to
decide if and when you would like to donate.
Once set up, you can have peace of mind that you don’t have to
remember to write a check or drop off missed envelopes while
away from church. You can always change or stop a payment at
any time. If you haven’t tried it out yet, log on to our website
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net and from there follow the easy
prompts to see what it’s all about.
An alternative and even easier way to contribute is to set up
automatic checks to be sent from your local bank. Contact them
for easy set-up and their bill pay options. You could even use a
PayPal account to make weekly or monthly donations to St.
Anthony’s.
Electronic banking is easy, offers many options and helps us
greatly with financial planning. The ability to add your parish
donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations may be
right for you. This is just an option/suggestion for you. Think
about it… Of course, you can continue to use weekly envelopes,
the choice is yours!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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