fatheredwin@comcast.net
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WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January
4:00 PM

3rd

– Sunday Vigil

+Michael DiBenedetto (5th Anniversary)
Requested by his family

Sunday, January 4th –Epiphany of the Lord
8:30 AM

+Adele M. Sanderski
Requested by St. Anthony Parishioners

10:30 AM

+Carmella Berube (5th Anniversary)
Requested by her husband Rene & Family

5:00 PM

For all our Parishioners Living & Deceased

Monday, January 5th –St. John Neumann
No Mass

Tuesday, January 6th – Christmas Weekday
6:30 PM

In thanksgiving
Requested by a devotee

Wednesday, January 7th – Christmas Weekday
7:00 AM

Thursday, January 8th – Christmas Weekday
7:00 AM

Friday, January 9th – Christmas Weekday
7:00 AM
1:00 PM

Mass at the Fitchburg Greens

Saturday, January 10th –Sunday Vigil
4:00 PM

For Our Parishioners Living & Deceased

Sunday, January 11th –Baptism of the Lord
8:30 AM
10:30 AM

+Francesco & Maria Marabello, sons Tom &
Frank
Requested by their family

5:00 PM

+Ronald DePatie
Requested by Saint Anthony Parish

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
In thanksgiving for a favor received

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 55: 1-11
Second Reading 1 John 5: 1-9
Gospel Mark 1: 7-11

WEEKLY COLLECTION DECEMBER 27-28, 2014
Needed to Meet Weekly Budget:
Sunday Offerings (December 20 – 21)
Online Giving
Weekend of December 20 -21 Total:

$6,195
$3,424
$1,548
$4,972

Extra Effort
Retirement Fund for Religious:
Christmas Flowers

$248
$2,231.50
$929

Sunday Offerings (December 27 – 28)
Online Giving
Weekend of December 27 -28 Total:

$4308.40
$461
$4769.40

Thank you for your continued support to the Parish!
Stewardship Note: The three wise men that came from
the East to pay homage to the infant Jesus brought Him
rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh as part of
their worship. What gifts have I brought to this
celebration to offer to the newborn Savior?
Attention First Communion Parents: There will be an
informational meeting for the parents of those students
in the second grade, that attend public or private
schools, other than Saint Anthony School, who wish to
make their First Holy Communion this year on
Thursday January 8, at 6:30 PM in the Church Hall.
Please register your child in advance with the parish
office so enough materials will be available. For your
calendars, the follow dates are required and mandatory
gatherings for the sacramental preparation for all
second graders and their parents: First Penance Retreat
Day on March 7 from 9 AM – 1 PM, Celebration of First
Penance on March 14 at 1 PM, First Eucharist Retreat is
on April 25 from 9 AM – 12:00 PM, First Eucharist
Rehearsal is on May 9 at 10 AM, and the Celebration of
First Eucharist will be on May 16 at 10 AM. More
information will be available at the meeting on January
8. If you are unable to make this meeting or have
questions, please contact Fr. Michael.
Winter Weather Policies: With winter weather upon us
and it’s important to know if the parish is open or
closed. If Fitchburg schools are closed, all parish
activities are cancelled. This means that Holy Mass,
religious education classes, adult faith formation
sessions, meetings, etc., are also cancelled and the
parish office is closed. If there is a delay in the opening
of school, Holy Mass will still be celebrated, but please
use your best judgment in traveling to the parish. This
policy applies to snow storms that happen during the
week. Weekend Masses are typically not canceled. In
the event of a weekday snow storm and Mass is
canceled, the intention for that day will be transferred
to the next time Holy Mass is celebrated.

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
This past week, letters were mailed out to the donors of the Gym Project for the school to offer them all an
update. As mentioned in the letter, with several major capital improvements that are needed in the school (a new
roof, windows, furnace, and masonry/structural repairs) the parish’s Finance Council made the decision to cancel
the project. With an estimated $750,000 in needed repairs to the school, it is not in our best interest to begin such a
large building project that would create a long-term debt to the parish and school. To date, people have pledged
$500,000 and we have received $250,000 from those pledges. The parish pledged $500,000 and we have paid
$180,000 from our savings to that pledge in the form of architect and building fees, as well as other improvements
to the school, such as the new 8th grade classroom. With all that has been collected, we are still far from having the
necessary funds to secure a diocesan loan for the project. All the donors have been offered the opportunity to
have their monies refunded to them or if they wish, to keep their donation intact, and we will then use the funds
for the necessary repairs to the school. I know that this news may come as a surprise to many people, but in light
of the work that is needed in the school, work that was not part of the gym project, this is the most prudent use of
our resources. As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Peace, -Fr. Michael

Blessing of the home for the Feast of the Epiphany:
The blessing of the home and inscription of the
initials of the three Magi above each door can be done
by the head of the family. The feast of the
manifestation, or Epiphany, is traditionally celebrated
the 12 day after Christmas, January 6. In the dioceses
of the United States, this feast has been moved to the
Sunday between January 2 and January 8.
Prayer on entering the home:
Leader: Peace to this house.
All: And to all who dwell here.
Leader: From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to
adore the Lord; and opening their treasures they
offered precious gifts: gold for the great King, incense
for the true God, and myrrh, a symbol of His burial.
All recite together the Magnificat:
My soul ︎ proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked
with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: the
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is
his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in
every generation. He has shown the strength of his
arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and
has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with
good things, And the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he
has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise
he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children
forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
All: From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to
adore the Lord; and opening their treasures they
offered precious gifts: gold for the great King, incense
for the true God, and myrrh, a symbol of His burial.
Leader: Let us pray. Bless, O Lord God almighty, this
home, that in it there may be health, purity, the
strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy,
the fulfillment of Your law, the thanksgiving to God
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. And
may this blessing remain upon this home and upon
all who dwell here. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
After the prayers of the blessing are recited, the
initials of the Magi are inscribed upon the doors with
the blessed chalk. The initials, C,M,B, can also be
interpreted as the Latin phrase “Christus mansionem
benedicat” which means, “Christ, bless this house.”
Written above the door: 20 + C + M + B + 15

***
THANK YOU! To all who had a particular role in our
Christmas celebrations, we say, “thank you!” To our
lectors, extraordinary ministers, greeters, servers,
musicians, decorators, and to all in our community
who “welcomed the stranger” this Christmas!
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Senia M. Peluffo

Certified Consulting Hypnotist

Stress Reduction – Weight Loss
Smoking Cessation and more
978-660-1127 or 978-343-3807

Chef / Owner - Kelly Schultz
978-855-7678

• Bereavements • Corporate Catering
• Dinner Parties • Graduations • Showers
• All Events Large & Small
Visit our Website for Menus & Information

www.champarealty.com

www.aqualitythyme.com

(978) 342-0647
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

edepatie@worcesterdiocesek12.org

House of Representatives
Stephen L. DiNatale
State Representative
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stanthonylifeteen@gmail.com

District Office: 14 Wallace Ave
Statehouse Room 276
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DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

900 Main Street • Fitchburg, MA 01420-3047
Tel. 978.345.4327 • 888.609.2800
Fax 978.345.2562
www.debonisflowers.com

ADVANCED VIDEO SOLUTIONS
Security Alarm Systems, Inc.

(978) 345-0389 Fax (978) 348-2234
www.SecurityAlarmSystems.com

John S. Andreucci, President
140 Lunenburg Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Brandon Funeral Home
305 Wanoosnoc Road • Fitchburg, MA 01420
(978) 343-4444

GOLDEN LIVING CENTER - FITCHBURG
Good People Caring For Good People
Long Term Care Short Term Rehab
Respite Care Hospice
1199 John Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, MA 01420, 978-345-0146

Est. 1906

Lawrence P. Brandon, Funeral Director

