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Saint Anthony School
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Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
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Louie Bellabarba, Custodian
Prayer Requests
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978-342-4706

John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Permanent Deacon

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 7th
Vigil: The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 PM
Dino Giacomozzi
by his family

Sunday, January 8th
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
Jennie Haggerty
by the Bailey family
10:30 AM

Anna Mazzaferro
by Mary Aho

January 7-8, 2017
The Epiphany of the Lord

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 49:3, 5-6
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Gospel John 1:29-34

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Monday, January 9th
The Baptism of the Lord
7:00 AM
Jeannette & Domenico Mercadante
by their family
Tuesday, January 10th
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Wednesday, January 11th
7:00 AM
Father Philip Santonoceto
Thursday, January 12th
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
7:00 AM
Open Intentiono
Friday, January 13th
St.Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
NO MASS
Saturday, Janaury 14th
Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Carmella Berbue (7th Anniversary)
by her husband Rene & family
Sunday, January 8th
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Dominic Bizzotto
by his wife Edna & family
10:30 AM

Sister Kristin Funari, C.S.J.P.
by her brother Ralph Funari & family

Parish Open House
Sunday, January 8, 2017
Drop in any time between 11:30-3:30pm
Please stop by the rectory for a Parish Open House for
all parishioners and their families. There will be great
food, even better company and a chance to relax after
the busy Christmas holiday. Join Father Leo as he and
members of the Hospitality Committee welcome all of
you as we celebrate the Christmas season and the
Epiphany of the Lord!
THANK YOU! To all who had any part in our Christmas
Masses, we wish to extend our heartfelt thank you! To our
lectors, Extraordinary ministers, greeters, altar servers,
musicians & choir members, decorators, collectors and to all
in our parish community who came together to celebrate the
birth of our savior. God bless you in the New Year!

Upcoming Changes: Please make a note of the following
changes in our parish.
 Reconciliation/Confessions will be offered on
Tuesday evening from 5 – 6:30 instead of on
Saturday afternoon effective immediately.
 The office hours have changed to Monday –
Thursday from 9-3pm. The office will be closed all
day on Fridays’.

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Rocco Pandiscio
by MaryAnn Michaelian

December 24-25, 2016
Sunday Offerings
$4,143
Christmas Collection
2,809
TOTAL
$6,952

End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
WHAT DO YOU WANT OUT OF LIFE?
What do you want out of your life? What are you looking
for? In order to find something, we must first be seeking it. Let
us ask ourselves three questions: 1) Who am I? 2) Am I
choosing light or darkness, reality or illusion? 3) Is Jesus my
Lord and King, my Messiah and Eucharistic Bread?
In asking the first question: “Who am I” in the context
of today’s Gospel, I need to ask “Am I one of the magi or am I
Herod?” The magi were truth seekers, rather than knowledge
seekers. Knowledge seekers are the learned of this world. They
seek knowledge to gain control of their lives and the lives of
others. Truth seekers seek wisdom. They are totally open to the
Truth. They are devoid of prejudices and their own self-seeking
agendas. The wise person does not seek in a self-gratifying way,
or become exhilarated by his or her talents, or in love with his
(her) own brilliance and ability to analyze (a form of selfidolatry).
The wise person, being open-ended, searches to find
the Truth of all truths, and then to adore Him who is the Way,
the Truth and the Life. The magi of today’s Gospel are keen
observers of the stars and the human heart. Right away they
sense Herod’s agenda is of the world, seeking the illusion of
power and control.
Like the magi we need to seek the Light, that is, the
Light of the Gospel. In Christ, we come to see the God whom we
cannot see, except through faith. We like the magi need to
understand that faith, not human knowledge, is what saves us.
And faith can be obtained only by humility and not by arrogance.
The magi reveal to us that the Light they seek is already in them
through faith. If we search for the Light we search for the will of
God at all times, even if it leaves us shaken up, disturbed or
angry.
The magi come to the stable and there they adore the
new-born King. Their search and journey symbolized by the star
is guided by the inner light of faith which leads them and us to
rest in the Lord’s presence. That is Adoration! Jesus is found in
the arms of His mother, in the act whereby God gives Himself to
us, and we give ourselves to God in adoration. In this reciprocal
embrace God allows Himself to be held, and in Mary we see
humanity embracing God.

- Fr. Leo
Winter Weather Policies: With winter weather is just
beginning. With that in mind when Fitchburg schools are closed,
all parish activities are cancelled. This means that Mass,
religious education classes, meetings, etc., are also cancelled
and the parish office is closed. If there is a delay in the opening
of school, Mass will still be celebrated, but please use good
judgement. This policy applies to snow storms that happen
during the week. Weekend Masses are typically not canceled.
In the event of a weekday snow storm where Mass is canceled,
the intention for that day will be transferred to the next time
Mass is celebrated.

Time to Subscribe or Renew The Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 17th. The subscription price
is $30 this year – that’s only .58 per week! Please consider
submitting a new subscription or renewing your current one.
Stay informed on what is important in your diocese and around
the world. Every paid subscription helps the parish with our
required number of papers we are responsible for each week.

Contribution Statement for you 2016 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be sent out upon
request. We will begin sending out statements the third week
of January. Thank you.

Bulletin Deadline – All notices for the bulletin must be
submitted by 12 noon on Monday. If possible send two weeks
before you would like them to appear. Parish news takes
priority but if room permits we will make every effort to include
other community items. Please email them to
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net or send them to 84
Salem Street, Fitchburg, MA. Thank you.

St. Anthony School December Raffle Winners
$500
$100
$50
$25

Charlotte Ruberti
Michael Terho, Julie Fuertes, M & K Spagnuolo
Fr. Leo, Cecilia King, Tom King, Diane Gray
Tori Hicks Desjardin, Tara Doheny

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – Operated out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church.
While most of us think of food collection around Thanksgiving,
but this remains a weekly need for hundreds of area families.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home
are always needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items
can be placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank
you.

Parish Dance Planned - St. Joseph's "After the Holiday
Hubbub" Parish Dance will be held on Saturday night, January
21, 2017 from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm at St. Joseph's Parish Hall,
49 Woodland St., Fitchburg. Come and relax after the holiday
craziness and dance away to the music of "Rhythm". $7.00 per
person. Cash bar. Any questions, please call Janice at the office
at 978-345-7997.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.” Offer your spouse the treasures of each other
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The
next WWME Weekends are January 20-22, 2017 in Duxbury,
MA and March 17-19, 2017 in South Kingstown, RI. For more
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963
or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.

