Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
27th

Saturday, July
Vigil: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mr. Emile & Elizabeth Goguen
by their son
Sunday, July 28th
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Parishioners Intentions
10:30 AM

Angela Scaficchia ((9th Anniversary)
by her family

12:30 PM

Parishioners

Monday, July 29th
St. Martha
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, July 30th
St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, July 31st
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, August 1st
St. Alphonse Liguori, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, August 2nd
Sts. Eusebius of Vercelli & Peter Julian Eymard
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, August 3rd
12:00 Noon
BAPTISM: Peter Mark Normandin
Vigil: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife & family
Sunday, August 4th
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM

Josephine Lacascio
By the Kymalainen Trust

12:30 PM

Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
For Favor Received
by Queenie Smith

July 27 – 28, 2019
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9) Jesus assures us that if we ask,
God will take care of what we need. The problem is that our culture
often confuses what we really need with what we simply want. Many
people need very little. However, we usually want so much more. A
good steward only asks God for what he needs.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
Gospel Luke 12:13-21

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The church office will be closed next week, the week of July 28th.
It will reopen on Monday, August 5th.
Fr. Juan will return and be here to celebrate all Masses next
weekend, August 3rd & 4th.
11th Annual Madonna della Cava Celebration will be held Sunday
August 11th beginning with a procession from outside of the
Salem Street entrance of the school building to the church
starting at 10:00 AM, followed by celebration of the Mass at
10:30. After the Mass the Feast will continue in the church hall
with Italian food & music. Please plan to join us!

RECRTORY PARKING LOT TO BE RE-PAVED – We have
contracted with City Line Paving to re-pave our rectory &
church parking lots. The rectory parking lot is in progress
now. Next Spring/Summer we will have the church parking
lot done.
Re-paving will begin on
Saturday, July 27th.
Because of this, all
parishioners are asked
to continue to use the
lower church parking lot
(additional parking is in
back) and the two school
lots
next
weekend,
August 3/4th. We ask for your assistance in leaving the
street parking in front of the church open, for those
parishioners with handicap permits and/or mobility issues.
Although this is an inconvenience, we are quite sure you
will be pleased with the results. Thank you in advance for
your cooperation.

Dear Friends,
Today, Jesus prayed and at the same time taught his disciples how to pray.
Our Lord’s Prayer has been the object of unnecessary controversy as to whether it is prayer itself, or a model
of how to pray. Yet with this same prayer mountains have been moved. Jesus not only taught us how to pray but
through his two stories reassures us that if we pray God will not fail to answer us. All we need is to be persistent,
patient, and humble. It is quiet unfortunate that most of us do not tarry and travail in prayer, yet we want mountains
to be moved on our behalf. The reason is simple, we have lost faith in prayer and consequently in God. This is also
the reason we move from one ministry to the other like moving wagons. If we must achieve any success in life, our
prayer life must be re-energized!
Worst still is the fact that many of us do not know how to pray. Therefore, like this wise disciple we must
humbly implore Jesus: “Lord teach us how to pray.” Prayer is a “simple project” that accomplishes much. As a
project, prayer is a thing of the spirit and must not be approached mechanically. Unfortunately, most of us have lost
the right approach to prayer and so, we are nowhere close to praying in spite of all the noise we generate in the name
of praying. Paul tells us that: “We do not know what to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us in groans
that words cannot express” So, whenever we lack wisdom of how to pray and what to pray for, we must ask the
Spirit of Jesus to teach and help us to pray.
If we must succeed in life, we must adopt Abraham’s resoluteness, and the courage and humility of Jesus’
disciples. Therefore, we must not be quick to give up. Our God never keeps silent, rather he waits for the appropriate
time to respond and act. If with gentleness and calmness of spirit we stand before God in prayer, he will hear us and
of course we will succeed. We must not give up the habit of prayer because it is a gift of Jesus through which he
empowers us to be constantly in touch with God. If we pray according to the mind and will of God, we shall gladly
join the Psalmist in saying: “On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord!”
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, but you may bring your items anytime.
Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.
Church Office Summer Hours
Monday – Thursday from 9:00 – 1:00 pm. All items for the
bulletin need to be submitted by Monday morning. Thank you.
Please consider St. Anthony Parish when
making a monetary donation in memory
of a loved one. Checks can be made
payable to St. Anthony Church and include “IMO” in the note
area. We will acknowledge your gift and notify the family of your
donations. Thank you.

Theology on Tap - All Young Adults 18 thru their 30’s are
welcome to join us Saturday, August 17th at 6 pm at Williams
Restaurant, 184 Pearson Blvd, Gardner for drinks and dinner,
and lively conversation in good company. Our guest speakers
will be Steve and Kim Brown who will be discussing Why
Marriage Matters: the Blessings of the Sacrament of
Marriage. You don’t need to be dating or married to join us!
High School Young Men’s Retreat “MAN OF GOD” - When:
August 20-23, 2019 Where: Camp Holy Cross Goshen, MA
Cost/Registration: Early Registration (before August 1) $100
Late Registration (before August 13) $125. The retreat will
consist of a few days of fun, community, and prayer and is open
to all high school guys (incoming freshmen to graduating
seniors). Registration, release forms, and other information can
be found online at neworcester.org/high-school-men’s-retreat.
If registering by mail, forms and checks should be mailed to the
Diocesan Youth Ministry office in the chancery at 49 Elm St.,
Worcester, MA 01609. Contact Tim for any questions at
tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org or 508-929-4360.
Registrations Being Accepted - St. Bernard's High School is
accepting registrations for incoming freshmen and transfer
students for the 2019—2020 school year. We invite you to learn
more about STB by visiting www.stbernardscchs.org or by
contacting
the
Principal,
Linda
Anderson
at
landerson@stbernardscchs.org. Online applications are
available. Come and see what is new at STB!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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