Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, June 18th
Vigil: The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
4:00 PM
Francesco Pennetti
by the Pennetti family
Joseph DiConza
by his wife Phyllis & daughters
Sunday, June 19th
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
8:00 AM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy
10:30 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo
by his daughter Sarah
Fr. Juan Parra Mass of Thanksgiving
12:30 PM

Parishioners

Monday, June 20th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, June 21st
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious
8:00 AM
Hubert Borg
by Ruth Couture
Wednesday, June 22nd
Saints John Fisher, Bishop & Thomas More, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by a friend
Thursday, June 23rd
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
8:00 AM
Edward DeCosta
by Ann Goodchild
Friday, June 24th
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, June 25th
Vigil: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Joseph Altieri, III (1st Anniversary)
by Mary Altieri & family
Stanley Howe, Jr
by Mary Altieri & family
Sunday, June 26th
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
R. Frank & Mary Addorisio
by their daughter Rose Anne
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Mario Zarrella
by his family

June 18 - 19, 2022
The Most Holy
Body & Blood of Christ
“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover fragments were
picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.” (LUKE 9:17) The story of
the Loaves and Fishes shows us that when you share what you have,
even if it doesn’t seem like that much, miracles can happen! Do not
think that your gift is too small or insignificant! Each of us has a role in
God’s plan; you just need to place your trust in the Lord. Nothing is
impossible with God. You may be the answer to someone else’s prayer.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21
Second Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-18
Gospel Luke 9:51-62

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Summer Office Hours in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.
The Mass Intention Book is now open for
the months of July – December 2022.
You may call your requests in. It is not
necessary for you to come to the office but if you are planning to
do so, a face mask will be required. The office is not open on
Thursday or Friday.
Letter from Bishop McManus for Peter’s Pence Collection
“My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On the weekend of June 26 our diocese will participate in the
global Peter’s Pence Collection. This annual collection provides
essential support for the Holy See’s activities and helps Pope
Francis assist the victims of wars, oppression, and natural
disaster around the world.
The collection has ancient roots that reach all the way back to
New Testament times. The early Christians provided material
support so that the apostles—those preaching the Gospel—could
distribute to those in need (see Acts 4:34-35, 11:29). Today, the
Peter’s Pence Collection is an opportunity for the Church around
the world to stand in solidarity with victims of war, natural
disaster, and oppression in their time of need.
For example, the Pontifical Mission Societies share the Gospel
with and minister to people in places that the Church designates
as mission lands due to their lack of resources and other
challenges. When the COVID-19 pandemic swept across the
world, the Holy Father established an emergency fund to address
the needs of places in Latin America, Africa, and Asia where the
pandemic posed a grave humanitarian crisis. With an initial
contribution of $750,000 from the Holy Father, Pontifical Mission
Societies provided relief to people in South Africa, Pakistan,
Colombia, and other countries throughout the Southern
Hemisphere.
I invite you to join with our brothers and sisters in faith from
around the globe to help our Holy Father in his charitable
outreach. Thank you for considering how you can respond to the
call to “be a sign of mercy” by your prayers, by your spreading the
word about this good work, and by your financial support.
With every prayerful best wish, I remain,
Sincerely yours in Christ, Bishop Robert McManus”

Dear Friends,
This Sunday we celebrate a second solemnity during this period of Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar.
Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. This day was once called Corpus Christi, which is
Latin for “Body of Christ.” In the revised Lectionary the name for this day is expanded to reflect more completely our
Eucharistic theology.
Today’s Gospel is taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading is part of the discourse between Jesus
and a crowd of Jews. The discourse comes shortly after the miracle of Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves and fishes. In
John’s Gospel, miracles such as this are identified as “signs” through which people come to believe that Jesus is the Son
of God. These signs are followed by dialogue or discourse that interprets and explains the miracle. In John’s Gospel,
Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves is said to have occurred near Passover, thus linking it to the Exodus story and God’s
saving action toward the Israelites.
Having seen Jesus multiply the loaves and fishes, the crowd pursues him, perhaps seeking more food but also
looking for another sign. Jesus tells the crowd that he is the bread of life. He explains that just as God gave the
Israelites manna to sustain them in the desert, so now God has sent new manna that will give them eternal life. It is in
this context that Jesus repeats those words in today’s Gospel and tells them again that he is the living bread that came
down from heaven.
Jesus’ words are not well understood by the crowd; they argue that Jesus is not from heaven but born of Mary
and Joseph. The crowd also has trouble understanding how Jesus could give them his flesh to eat. Jesus tells them that
when they eat his flesh and drink his blood, they will remain forever connected to him. These are difficult words, but
they are important because they seek to show us our intimate connection with Jesus.
This is the mystery that is at the heart of our Eucharistic theology. In the elements of bread and wine, Jesus’
Body and Blood are truly present. When we share in the Body and Blood of Christ, Jesus himself comes to dwell within
us. This communion with the Lord makes us one body, brings us eternal life, and sends us forth to be Christ’s Body in
the world.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is ongoing. Please bring
items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week to the
public so there is always much needed.
Volunteers Needed: HealthAlliance Home Health & Hospice, a
non-profit hospice program is seeking volunteers to provide
companionship to patients. Especially needed are people with
daytime hours available.
We are also looking for Military veteran Volunteers to provide
companionship to our patients who are veterans.
Volunteering for hospice is very flexible and only requires 1-2
hours per week when you are assigned. We offer our volunteers
support, ongoing training and recognition for their efforts in
healing others. For more information, please contact Rene
Anderson at 978-798-3192.
Religious Freedom - Annunciation Parish will be holding a Holy
Hour to Pray for Religious Freedom on Friday, June 24th from 6
to 7 p.m. in Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. Gardner.

Interested in the environment and beautifying your yard?
You may be eligible to get FREE tree(s) planted on your property
by experienced foresters with the Greening the Gateway Cities
Program!
GGCP is a collaboration of several MA State agencies under the
umbrella of the Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, the
cities of Leominster and Fitchburg, and Growing Places—a local
non-profit. The program’s goal is to increase the number of
trees in urban residential areas. To see if your address is in the
target
zone,
go
to
the
following
weblink:
https://www.maurbancanopy.org/town/fitchburg/. If you’d like
to schedule a site visit to learn more about which species best
fit your property, leave a voicemail for the program foresters at
617-626-1514, or sign up online at the link above. The program
is open to residents, businesses, and non-profits. It is free!

Congratulations Father Juan Parra on your Priestly Ordination!
May the Holy Spirit continue to bless and guide you with
knowledge, fortitude, understanding, piety, counsel and
wisdom. May you always be awed by the wonders of God and
share your gifts with those you will shepherd in the years to
come. Thank you for answering His call.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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