Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 12th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Donald Cormier
by his wife Lorraine & family
Stephen DiGeronimo (1 Month)
by his mother Ellen
Sunday, March 13th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Joseph & Gertrude Brown
by their daughter Dottie Ledger
10:30 AM
Healing for Teresa Hernandez
& Magdalena Soto
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 14th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, March 15th
8:00 AM
Francesco Celona
by their son Frank
Wednesday, March 16th
8:00 AM
Sr. Angelina Penetti, M.P.V.
by a Friend
Thursday, March 17th
St. Patrick, Bishop
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, March 18th
NO MASS
5:15 PM
6:00 PM

Holy Hour of Adoration & Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 19th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Pellegrino DePiano (Anniversary)
by Connie Pennetti
Sunday, March 20th
Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Esther Fountain
by Kathy & Frank Catalfamo
9:00 AM

FIRST RECONCILIATION – PENITENTIAL RITE
ALL ARE WELCOME!

10:30 AM

Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their children
Parishioners

12:30 PM

March 12 - 13, 2022
Second Sunday of Lent
"I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this
land as a possession.” (GENESIS 15:7) Just as the Lord gave Abraham,
Moses and the Israelites a land to possess, He has also given each of us
a home. Whether your home is grand or humble, it is a gift from
God. Abraham prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the
home God gave him. How do you show your gratitude to God for the
home He has given you? Do you make a sacrifice of any kind? Do you
return any of your finances to God, investing equally in your eternal home
just as you invest in your earthly home?
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
Gospel Luke 13:1-9

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Hospitality Committee meeting on Monday, March 14 @ 6pm in
the church hall. All welcome!
Lenten News:
Every Friday during Lent:
5:15 pm
Holy Hour/Confessions
6:00 pm
Stations of the Cross
First Reconciliation – All are welcome to join the children (and
parents) of our CCD class on Sunday, March 20th @ 9am as they
receive the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. There
will be other area priests assisting Fr. Juan. This is an additional
opportunity for those who would like to receive the graces of
reconciliation during lent. Please join us!
A Biblical Walk through the Mass a 5-part series from Ascension
Press and Dr. Edward Sri will be offered on Monday evenings
from 6:30 to 8:30 during lent in the hall at Annunciation Parish,
Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. Gardner. This
series explores the biblical foundations of the liturgy. The
suggested donation of $27 per person includes Dr. Sri’s book, a
workbook and access to the videos online.
Lenten Series – Virtual - "Watch One Hour with Me," an online
program for adults will be shared weekly on Sundays of Lent
(March 6 - April 10). You will receive an email with a short prayer
and some reflective music. No meetings - click on the link in your
email anytime during the week. You can do this on any device.
Interested? Contact Romeo Marquis, Blessed Sacrament Parish,
at Rmarquis48@outlook.com or 978-606-7023 (voice/text).
Lenten Prayer: GIVE US YOUR GIFTS
Gracious and holy God, give us wisdom to perceive you,
intelligence to understand you, diligence to seek you, patience to
wait for you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate on you, and
a life to proclaim you.
-St. Benedict-

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Francesco Pennetti
by his wife Connie & family
Please pray for the soul of
Michael DiPasquale
May God grant his family peace.

Dear Friends,
We all have experienced moments of intellectual clarity. Some call it peak experience, enlightenment, or
inspiration. It can come at any moment, It may come at a time when one is praying, or just sitting and looking at the
beauty of nature, or at a moment of crisis when one is at the crossroad of decision-making.
The apostles Peter, James, and John experienced such a moment of revelation on the mountain of
transfiguration. For a brief moment, they saw the Lord Jesus in His divine splendor. They heard the voice that said,
“This is my beloved Son.” It was an undeniable experience. But it was a passing moment. They had to come down from
the mountain. From the glory of the transfiguration, the Lord had to face the humiliation of the cross. Peter, James, and
John also each in his own way went through the passion. No doubt, this experience would provide them with strength
in the trials ahead. The memory of the transfiguration and other memories of Jesus would become their source of
support.
Beautiful memories are our source of strength. Peak moments and times of clarity are the backdrops against
which we compare low moments and times of confusion. When a mother argues and fights with her teen-aged
daughter, it would be good to recall the times she was a baby, we she was little. When a father brings his drug-crazed
son to a rehabilitation center, memories of him as a loving and healthy boy could strengthen his resolve. A priest or a
religious in the midst of a vocation crisis may find comfort and courage by going back to memories of his initial calling
and initial attraction to the religious life. It would be well for a politician, a policeman, or a teacher who has reached a
low point in his life to go back to memories of his youthful enthusiasm when all he wanted to do was to serve. When
thinking of that beloved deceased relative or friend, what else is left to us but our fond memories? This was the
importance of transfiguration in the life of the three apostles. It was an inspiring memory. The good news is that we
too can have our moments on the mountain.
This season of Lent is a time to go up the mountain and meet the Lord in a special way. We can prepare the
ground for this meeting by accepting our frailty, acknowledging our sinfulness, desiring reconciliation, spending time
for prayer, intentionally practicing some acts of self-denial and acts of kindness towards others. And we will
experience the Lord in a new way, sometimes intensely, at other times gently. When it happens it is a memory that
will always stay with us, not just in Lent but throughout the whole year.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is also ongoing. Please
bring items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week
to the public so there is always much needed.
MADONNA OF THE HOLY ROSARY FRIDAY FISH FRY IS BACK
On Fridays through April 8th from 4:30 until 7:00 (or until food
runs out). Join us at Madonna of the Holy Rosary Church Hall,
118 Theresa Street. All are welcome! Cost is $11.00. Hope to
see you there!
St. Anna Lenten Fish Dinners - Lenten Fish Dinners will be
served at St. Anna Church Hall on Fridays, through April 8
beginning at 4 pm until 7 (or sold out) Baked Haddock dinner
complete with sides, dessert and beverage for $13/adults.
Optional Mac & Cheese or Pasta Marinara for $6. Chowder for
$5 and more options. Take out also available. Sponsored by the
Ladies of the St. Anna Society.
Chowder in Westminster - Eddy's Chowder House open
the Fridays of Lent, through April 8, from 4 to 7:00 Take Out
Only. St. Edward's Church Hall, 10 Church St. Westminster.
Menu: Clam Chowder, Corn Chowder, and Fish Chowder, by the
Bowl, Pint or Quart. Made from scratch in house.

The Annual Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference
Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are
invited to this important in-person conference, scheduled
for Assumption University on Saturday, April 2, 2022. Visit the
conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for information
and to purchase tickets online and elsewhere. Come and hear
dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders: Kevin
O'Brien, Tim Francis, Dan Egan, Father Anthony Hamaty and Dr.
Pat Castle. For further information on registration, or car-pools,
please call David La Liberty at 978-537-1134 or
email laliberty45@gmail.com Adult tickets are $45 until March
21, afterwards $60. Student tickets are always $30. Brochures
with registration forms are located at the entrances of the
church.
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” If in your listening
to the Lord you are sensing the invitation to follow Christ as a
priest, deacon, sister or brother, contact the Vocation Office at
(508)630-4473or email: donato.infante@gmail.com.

Landyn Vincent Dwyer
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his family, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF
718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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