Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 13th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Francis (Fran) LeClair
by his friend Ray Goguen
Ann Kerlin – for Health
by Jacqueline & Ciara Ledoux-O’Donnell
Sunday, March 14th
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Antonio Parisi (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Ann
Deceased of the McCormack Family
by Ann Parisi
10:30 AM
In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 15th
8:00 AM
Francesco Celona
by his son Frank
Mario Zarrella
by Louise Lemmo
Tuesday, March 16th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, March 17th
St. Patrick, Bishop
8:00 AM
Sr. Angelina Panetti, MPV
by a Friend
Thursday, March 18th
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, March 19th
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
NO MASS
Saturday, March 20th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Rita Deeley
by Ray Goguen
Sunday, March 21st
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Parisi & McConville Families
by Ann Parisi
10:30 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Craig Madigan
by his Family

March 13 - 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Lent
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…” (John 3:16) Of
all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us, the gift of His own Son
is truly the greatest. How can we ever thank God for a gift like that? God
does not ask us to sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He does ask
that we are grateful and generous with our God-given gifts. That we
nurture and develop our gifts, and in gratitude, generously give back with
increase our time in prayer, our talent in charitable works and our
treasure to support the mission and ministry of our parish and greater
Church.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
Gospel John 11:1-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so
many people during this pandemic. Your
pledge or one time gift is a tangible way
to be a ‘face of Christ’ to the world
through your support of the 26 agencies
and ministries which rely on this appeal
for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of
bringing hope into the lives of those we serve. If you received a
letter in the mail, please respond by sending your gift directly to
Worcester. An additional method: Text giving is hands down the
easiest and most secure way to give. If you know how to send a
text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in
seconds on your phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit!
Text donate to 84576. In addition to giving, you can also view the
2021 appeal video. You can also make your gift online at
partners-charity.net. Thank you for your continued support!
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2020 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be
sent out upon request. All statements requested
to-date have been sent out.
For seasons on life
When fall turns to winter and winter to
spring let me embrace the seasons of
life.
From highs and lows.
From joy to sorrow and back again.
From birth to breath and life to death.
God, make yourself known.
- Author Unknown

Please pray for the soul of
Constance Cournoyer
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
Sometimes, we are as blind as the man cured in today’s Gospel. Our eyes may work well enough, but are, in
actuality, spiritually blind. Some of us are blind by the lack of faith. We see what goes on around us and accept it as we
see it, without viewing it through the eyes of faith. We say: that’s the way it is, what can we do about it? Most of us
accepted our Catholic Religion as children. We grew around it in our families and our communities and that’s the way
it is …. We go about our lives practicing religion; because that’s the way it is …. We stand and sit and kneel and,
sometimes, sing, if we feel like it. Sometimes, we respond, if we are so inclined. We come to church…get our
ashes…keep the fast…in a sense, pay our dues. Like any human society, the Church has rules to follow and that makesup religion…that’s the way it is ….
Some of us take a step further, by some emotional attachment or reaction, we are motivated to feel. We sing a
song and experience some religious passion. A tear comes with a well-sung How great thou art or On Eagle’s wings.
It brings a moment of grace, very real in itself, but if not fully accepted turns into nostalgia. We can walk out of
church feeling good or moved, but failing to fully accept the grace of faith.
Faith would move us to believe that the most sacred acts and moments occur at Holy Mass. With the
intention of the priest and within the Eucharistic Prayer at the Words of Institution, our offered bread and wine,
really and truly, changes into the Body and Blood of Christ. This is no mere sign or symbol or representation.
How could we approach the Holy Table unprepared? How could approach the Throne of the Most High
disrespectfully? Real Faith…believed…would have us in awe and wonder. We are in the Real Presence of the
Eternally Begotten Son of God in the Most August Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Priestly Discernment Retreat - The Office for Vocations
announces that the annual priestly discernment retreat for men
high school aged or older will take place on Saturday, March 27
from 9-5 at North American Martyrs in Auburn. Join us for a day
of prayer, witness talks from priests and seminarians, and a
presentation from Bishop McManus on discerning a priestly
vocation. Social distance guidelines will be followed.
Catholic Men’s Conference Schedule - Saturday, March 20
If you purchased a ticket for last year’s (cancelled) conference
we already know who you are. On Thursday, March 18 you will
receive an email with a link to the 2021 conference. You do not
have to pay anything. If you did not purchase a ticket last year
and would like to participate in this year’s ‘remote and
interactive’ conference, please call Joan DeMasi at 508-9294345 for a ticket ($20). You can view this year’s entire
conference from home or with friends. The schedule is: 12:00
noon to 12:45 pm ~ Welcome by Bishop McManus followed
by: Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Road to Emmaus: The Path to Lifelong
Conversion” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Scott
Hahn *** 12:45 pm to 1:30 pm ~ Bishop Robert Reed: “O God,
Just Give Me One More Chance” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions &
Answers with Bishop Reed *** 1:45 pm to 2:45 pm ~ Luis
Soto: “Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of the Americas” ~ then
‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Luis Soto *** 2:45 pm to 4:00
pm ~ Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Power of the Sacraments” ~ then
‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Scott Hahn *** 4:00-5:00 pm
~ Mass with Bishop McManus and concluding comments.

Volunteer Opportunity - Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New
England is recruiting nonprofit placement sites for the coming
(September to June) year. Ignatian Volunteers commit to two
days/week of service with nonprofit agencies working with
people experiencing poverty, injustice, or marginalization. They
are men and women, 50 years of age and older, in a 26-yearold program combining service and spirituality, supported by
Jesuits of the USA East Province. There is a modest partnership
fee. IVC volunteers are generally retired or semi-retired
professionals and have been actively serving in the New
England since 2009. IVC New England volunteers work in
Worcester, Boston, Providence and surrounding communities.
For more information, contact IVC New England Regional
Director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org, and check
out the attachments accompanying this email.
Catholic Relief Services Collection March 20-21st.
Thanks to your financial support, you can:
• alleviate suffering and provide assistance to people in
need through the international Catholic humanitarian
agency, Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
• supply outreach and pastoral care to refugees,
migrants, and travelers
• provide assistance to victims of natural disasters and
other emergencies around the world such as the
recent devastation cause by a cyclone in Mozambique
and Malawi
• advocate for poor and vulnerable people and for
international justice and peace
• actively help victims of human trafficking and refugees
by providing resettlement services and public policy
advocacy
Are you ready to answer the knock of Jesus in disguise?
I ask that you prayerfully consider how you can support the
Catholic Relief Services Collection this year.
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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