Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 24th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
4:00 PM
Gerald Volpe (9th Anniversary)
by his sisters, Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 25th
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti, Jr.
by his family
Monday, March 26th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, March 27th
7:00 AM
Nazzareno & Maria Belli
by their family
Wednesday, March 28th
7:00 AM
Maria Belli
by her family
4:15 PM
Penitential Service
6:00 PM
Spanish Mass
Holy Thursday, March 29th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
7:00 PM

March 24-25 , 2018

“Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with the man
whom you call the King of the Jews?’ And they cried out again,
‘Crucify him.’” (MARK 15:12-13) Jesus told us “whatever you do
for the least of my brothers, you do for me.” Every day we are
presented opportunities to help someone. Every day we have the
opportunity to see the face of Jesus in others and be the face of
Jesus to others. Pray for the strength and courage to stand up for
those in need of our help..
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel John 20:1-9

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Penitential Service – This Wednesday, March 28th at 4:15 there
will be Penitential Service, here in the church, for the CCD
children and their families as well as all parishioners. Please join
us in final preparation for Easter.
Stations of The Cross for Good Friday will be at 6:15 this week,
immediately before the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. Please join
us.

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, March 30th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
6:15 PM

Stations of The Cross

7:00 PM

Passion of the Lord

Holy Saturday, March 31st
Vigil: Easter Sunday
7:00 PM
Easter Vigil

Tuesday
Lenten Concert
Wednesday
Penitential Service
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday
Stations of the Cross
Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

7:00PM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Easter Sunday, March 25th
8:00 AM
All Parishioners Private Intentions
10:30 AM

All Parishioners Private Intentions

Candle Intention:
IMO Stephen Bellio
by MaryAnn Michaelian

Collection Report for Month of February 2018
Sunday Offerings
$14,945
Building & Maintenance
1,076
*Other Income
9,233
TOTAL
25,254
**Expenses
26,549
Net Income
-1,294
*Other Income = Gifts, Mass Stipends (Weddings & Funerals), Rental
**Expenses = Utilities, Repairs/Maintenance (including snow/grounds),
Property & Health Insurances, Salaries, Church Supplies, Parish Office
Administration, Religious Education

Passion and Glory
Dear Friends,
Life is like a cycle of ups and downs. And as it is always said, what goes up must come down, and what
goes down must come up. Hence, we can say that nothing stays up always, and nothing stays down
always. Today’s liturgy has two opposite and contrasting moods. We began the liturgy with the triumphant
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The crowds spread their garments on the road and shouted: Hosanna in the
highest! As we recalled that gospel scene, we too waved the palm branches in remembrance of that glorious
moment when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem. But as we move on into the liturgy, the mood begins to
swing drastically. From “Hosanna in the highest”, we hear of human drama in the darkest and lowest. We hear
of betrayal, desertion, abandonment and crucifixion. Within a span of an hour, we hear of glory tumbling down
into agony.
The scripture readings have compressed for us that week in the life of Jesus in which we see a cycle, a
cycle of glory and agony, and we are invited to see our lives in that one week of the life of Jesus. We too had
our days of glory when we walk with sunshine confidence and everything seems to be going right and under
control. But within a week, or even a day, or even in a matter of hours, things start crumbling and tumbling
down. And this is where we are invited to share in that moment of glory-to-agony experience of Jesus. The
Good news is that what goes down must come up. And Agony will be turned into glory. But we must wait. With
faith and hope in the power and love of God, we wait till the agony of darkness will give way to the glory of
light. Let’s all enter into the mysteries of this Holy Week and deepen our faith in Jesus by experiencing him in
new ways.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
If you know of any parishioner who is homebound or in a nursing
home and would like to receive the Eucharist, please call the
office at 978-342-4706 or email Rosalyn Piro directly at
homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net.

FREE LENTEN CONCERT on Tuesday, March 27th
at 7 PM here in the church. Come and listen as
the St. Anthony & Friends Choir present a
program of music centering on Holy Week. The
choir has members from St. Anthony’s, St.
Anna’s, St. Anthony in Dudley & St. Richard’s
parishes and is directed by Judy Allardice. Immediately
following the concert there will be light refreshments downstairs
in the hall. What a wonderful opportunity to begin Holy Week
with. Please join us & bring a friend!
Living/Walking Stations of the Cross to Begin at Noon on Friday
This Friday, Good Friday, there will be
Stations of the Cross processing from here at
St. Anthony church and ending at St. Francis
of Assisi Church on Sheridan Street. Please
arrive at St. Anthony parking lot at 11:45 and
join Fr. Juan & Fr. Ortiz as they bear witness
to this most solemn day. Remember to leave
a vehicle at St. Francis for when the walk is
complete.
Time to Return Your Rice Bowls –We ask you to return your Rice
Bowls to the sacristy before/after Mass or to the church office
during regular office hours. If you did not use the Rice Bowl but
would like to make a donation to CRS please drop a check in
the collection basket, be sure to put Rice Bowl in the memo
area. Thank you!

Partners in Charity Annual Appeal If you have not sent in your
donation yet, please use the Campaign envelope in the pews to
return your gift. Mail directly to the diocese or bring it to church
next weekend. You may also make your gift online at
www.partners-charity.net.. It is important for all of us to
participate in supporting our mission as a diocese. Thus far we
have received $10,203 in donations from 56 donors. Thank
you! There are 117 donors from last year’s giving list that have
yet to make a gift and approximately 200 families that have not
made a gift for the past several years.
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Please remember St. Anthony Parish when considering a
monetary donation in memory of a loved one. Please make
checks payable to St. Anthony Church and include “IMO” in the
note area. We will acknowledge you and notify the family of your
donations. Thank you.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Saturday, April 7th from 10 –
noon at Madonna of the Holy Rosary Campus. All those who
crochet and knit are welcome! You may also be a part of this
ministry from your home. Call Barbara Leger at 342-1546 for
any questions you may have.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of the church. They are collected every Monday morning.
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Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

