Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 26th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Jay Brasili
by her niece
Sunday, March 27th
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Linda (Thibodeau) Wegenka
by Elena Valeri
10:30 AM

12:30 PM

John & Mary Manning
by their family
The Oreste Guglielmi Family
by Mary Morizzo
Parishioners

Monday, March 28th
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony for Favor
Received
by Larry & Pricilla Laberge
Tuesday, March 29th
8:00 AM
Gene Boucher
by his best friend George
Wednesday, March 30th
8:00 AM
Sr. Vincent Rinaldi, M.P.V.
by a former student
Pat Pietila
by her sister Dee Badagliacca
Thursday, March 31st
8:00 AM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy
Friday, April 1st
NO MASS
5:15 PM
6:00 PM

Holy Hour of Adoration & Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 2nd
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Immacolata & Orazio DePiano
by the DiVito family
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Sunday, April 3rd
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
12:30 PM

Denise Terho
by Elena Anzalone & family
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

March 26 - 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the
yield of the land of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12) Over the forty years that the
Israelites journeyed through the desert, God provided them with manna
to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised
Land the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change
over the years but it is important to trust that God will always provide us
with all that we need.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 43:16-21
Second Reading Philippians 3:8-14
Gospel John 8:1-11

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Lenten News:
Every Friday during Lent:
5:15 pm
Holy Hour/Confessions
6:00 pm
Stations of the Cross
Excerpt from Bishop McManus Letter on the Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) Collection the weekend of April 3. “Through your
generosity, you can help ease the burdens of our brothers and
sisters in some of the most marginalized communities in the
world.”
CRS is actively assisting in Ukraine as well as in neighboring
areas of Moldova, Romania and Poland to which over 3 million
women, children and elderly refugees have fled so far.
Despite the enormous challenges and uncertainty of what is to
come, CRS is supporting Caritas Ukraine (of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church) and Caritas Spes (of the Roman Catholic
Church) with a range of support, including:
• Food assistance: field kitchens that provide hot lunches
and snacks.
• Reception services at Caritas offices, train stations and
other locations for displaced people with clothing,
information, referrals, food, water, hygiene items, and
counseling.
• Transportation of displaced families to friends, families,
and local social services.
• Evacuation centers providing shelter, food, and
counseling services for displaced families. These
centers will include support to address emotional care
including case management and child-friendly spaces.
In other parts of the world, your donation to Catholic Relief
Services will feed hungry families, provide health care and clean
water in remote villages, help farmers to grow better crops,
protect orphans and vulnerable children, and respond quickly to
emergencies.
For 75 years, CRS has been providing expertise and compassion
to the very poorest of our brothers and sisters in more than 100
countries. But we can't do this lifesaving work without your help.”
Please be as generous as you are able.
Lenten Prayer: Teach Me to Pray
Lord, teach me how to pray. O Lord, in my meditation, let a fire
flame out. Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth will declare your
praise.
-St. John Berchmans-

Dear Friends,
The parable Jesus tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has been teaching the crowds as
he journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches, the Pharisees and scribes complain and challenge Jesus because he is
welcoming sinners at his table. Today we hear the third of three parables that Jesus tells in response to his critics.
These three familiar parables—the lost sheep, the lost coin, and today's parable of the prodigal son—invite us to
consider the depth of God's mercy and love.
The Pharisees taught a scrupulous observance of Jewish Law. In their interpretation and practice, observant
Jews who shared table fellowship with sinners would be made unclean. Like Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to lead sinners
back to God. The Pharisees, however, required that sinners first become ritually clean—observant of the Pharisees'
interpretation of Jewish Law—before sharing table fellowship. This appears to be one of the major differences
between the Pharisees and Jesus. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are still sinners, inviting them to conversion
through fellowship with him. Jesus is God acting among us; by befriending us, he is inviting us to return to friendship
with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we, in turn, bear fruit for God. Recall last Sunday's
Gospel and the barren fig tree.
Our familiarity with today's parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. We call this the
parable of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the younger son, however, must also be balanced by an
examination of the unusual behavior of the father.
First, we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for his inheritance before his father
has died. Indignation would certainly be a justifiable response to such a request. Yet the father in this parable agrees
to honor the son's request and divides his property among his two sons. How might we describe such a father? Foolish
comes to mind, but so does trust. Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for his
well-being.
The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains, continuing to provide for the
father and the household. Having been disgraced by the younger son, the father spends some time watching the road
for the return of the lost son. When he eventually sees his wayward son returning, the father not only welcomes him
but also runs out to greet him and then honors him with a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving. Yet
these adjectives only begin to describe the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father.
We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and even confused by the older
son's indignation. He says in reply that they should celebrate because the lost son had returned. The father is filled
with gratitude and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love is in no way diminished by the father's rejoicing at
the return of the younger son. Yet the older son's jealousy reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his
father's love.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.”
Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy: God's great love for us has been revealed in Jesus. Through his
Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us with God and one another.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is also ongoing. Please
bring items when you can. The Food Pantry is open every week
to the public so there is always much needed.
Partners in Charity In Pew Collection will take place next
weekend. If you received a letter from Fr. Juan, please mail your
donation directly to Worcester in the envelope provided. If you
did not receive a letter, please prayerfully consider contributing
to this annual appeal in any amount and come prepared next
weekend. Many agencies rely on your generosity. Thank you!

Youth Minister Job Position - St. Rose of Lima Parish is looking
for an innovative Youth Minister to bring the Gospel message of
Jesus Christ to life for our middle and high school students.
Responsibilities include organizing and encouraging youth to
participate in a variety of parish activities including retreats,
social events, service opportunities and the celebration of
Sunday Eucharist; promote a faith based approach to life for
parish youth; oversee the existing catechetical formation and
sacramental programs for youth in grades 9-12; recruit and
train adult volunteers. The candidate must be a practicing
Catholic with a solid knowledge of Catholic doctrine and skilled
in social media. This is a full-time position. Most importantly,
the candidate must love working with children and sharing
his/her faith in a creative and collaborative manner. Send
resume to: St. Rose of Lima, PO Box 685, Northborough, MA

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
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www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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