Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 6th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
Sunday, March 7th
Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
Marjorie Valera
by Glenn & Florence Reynolds
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 8th
St. John of God, Religious
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, March 9th
St. Francis of Rome, Religious
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, March 10th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, March 11th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, March 12th
NO MASS
Saturday, March 13th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Francis (Fran) LeClair
by his friend Ray Goguen
Ann Kerlin – for Health
by Jacqueline & Ciara Ledoux-O’Donnell
Sunday, March 14th
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Antonio Parisi (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Ann
Deceased of the McCormack Family
by Ann Parisi
10:30 AM
In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners

March 6 - 7, 2021
Third Sunday of Lent
"’ You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of anything…”
(Exodus 20:4) How many “gods” do you put before God? “Idols” do not
always take the shape of physical things, things we can touch and
feel. Those are easy to recognize. Many times they take the form of
things we cannot touch and are much harder to spot like pride, power,
ego, time, comfort or health. Pray for God’s help to prune our vices and
to grow in virtue.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel John 9:1-41

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly Building &
Maintenance collection was taken up at all Masses this past
weekend. If you did not get the opportunity to contribute, please
do so next weekend. Thank you.
Fr. Juan is away and will return Friday, March 12th. During
Father’s absence, there will be no weekday morning Masses.
Weekend Masses will remain the same with Fr. Javier Julio & Fr.
Dario Acevedo celebrating. Please keep Fr. Juan in your prayers
during his time away.
Good news! There WILL be livestream Masses on Saturday and
on FATV on Sunday afternoon while Fr. Juan is away. Spread the
word!
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2020 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be
sent out upon request. All statements requested
to-date have been sent out.
Last Chance to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
We have extended the payment due date to March 8th – Paid
subscriber names will be submitted to Worcester this week. The
subscription price is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week!
Stay informed on what is important in your diocese and around
the world. If you do not use weekly envelopes, simply put your
$39 check with CFP marked in the memo area, into a plain
envelope and place it in the collection basket. Thank you.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Please keep in mind that
this candle will not be lit
if there is not
a requested intention

Please pray for the soul of
Patrick Papa
May God grant his wife & family peace.

Dear Friends,
Our Gospel begins today by saying there were thousands waiting for Jesus. Immediately he made them
welcome, talked to them about the kingdom of God and cured those who were in need of healing. This healing was not
just a magic wave of the hand. It would have involved listening to the people and their stories, spending time with
them, showing care and concern and empathizing with them.
Here we have we have a picture of every community or group we could belong to. Jesus did not feed the
hungry crowds on his own. He did it with the help of the apostles who were reluctant to accept responsibility for the
hungry crowds. Their first reaction was to send the people away. Get somebody else to deal with the problem. Don’t
we often do the same when faced with a difficult situation: send them off to some so called expert or other. However,
Jesus challenged them to look to their own resources. They remembered that they had 5 loaves and 2 fish which they
brought to Jesus. The little they had when placed in his hands turned out to be more than enough for all.
The five loaves and two fish are symbols of the power for goodness which we all possess. In our eyes our gifts
may appear to be insignificant, but they are what the Lord has given us and expect us to use in his service. This, in fact
is their living out in daily life what the Eucharist is all about. Every single person is called upon to a life of service in
their own way. It does not have to be spectacular or extraordinary – parents caring for their children, children helping
in the home, doing one’s job of work whatever it may be to the best of one’s ability. Even the sick, the old and the
homebound. The blind poet John Milton put it well: ‘they also serve who only watch and wait. A smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, a warm heart – these cost nothing but can mean so much.
Sometimes people say I have nothing to contribute to any one any more. I am too old and to infirm to have
anything to offer. This is false. In spite of their infirmities they can be an inspiration to us all: their strong faith, their
trust in God, their cheerfulness, their gratitude for small mercies.
And so, on this Eucharist, the Lord invites us to be nourished at his table and always remember that the
Eucharist is food for the sinner, not the prize for the perfect. As well as that the Lord sends us forth to give as we have
received, to forgive as we have been forgiven and to love as we have been loved.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
“YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH” 100 MEN CHALLENGE
ARE YOU A ST. JOSEPH? - Can you live like St.
Joseph for 100 Days??? Then join 1230AM &
970AM Emmanuel Radio’s “Year of St. Joseph”
100 Men Challenge. Be one of our first 100 men
to live like St. Joseph in prayer, action, and
stewardship for 100 days. In this year of St. Joseph, answer your
call to faith like St. Joseph did. For details/to join the challenge
visit 1230radio.com or call (508) 767-1230.
Chowder Fest in Leominster - On Friday, March 12 from 3:306:30 pm, Our Lady of the Lake in Leominster will host a
Chowder Fest. Pre-payment is required. No tickets will be sold
at the drive thru. Please purchase your tickets as soon as
possible. All meals will include: chowder (choice of clam, fish,
or corn), Mac and cheese, oyster crackers and cornbread. All
meals will be $8. Visit ourladylake.churchgivi... (scroll down to
see Events/Collections....OLL Chowder Fest, and click on
“attend this event” to purchase your tickets.)Please retain your
reply email as your ”ticket” and bring it with you to our drive thru
pick-up line that will be located in the back of the parish. If you
need assistance placing your order, please contact the Parish

Business Office at wchartrand@ourladylake... or 978-3422978, Ext.101.
Catholic Men’s Conference Schedule - Saturday, March 20
If you purchased a ticket for last year’s (cancelled) conference
we already know who you are. On Thursday, March 18 you will
receive an email with a link to the 2021 conference. You do not
have to pay anything. If you did not purchase a ticket last year
and would like to participate in this year’s ‘remote and
interactive’ conference, please call Joan DeMasi at 508-9294345 for a ticket ($20). You can view this year’s entire
conference from home or with friends. The schedule is: 12:00
noon to 12:45 pm ~ Welcome by Bishop McManus followed
by: Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Road to Emmaus: The Path to Lifelong
Conversion” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Scott
Hahn *** 12:45 pm to 1:30 pm ~ Bishop Robert Reed: “O God,
Just Give Me One More Chance” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions &
Answers with Bishop Reed *** 1:45 pm to 2:45 pm ~ Luis
Soto: “Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of the Americas” ~ then
‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Luis Soto *** 2:45 pm to 4:00
pm ~ Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Power of the Sacraments” ~ then
‘Live’ Questions & Answers with Scott Hahn *** 4:00-5:00 pm
~ Mass with Bishop McManus and concluding comments.
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you of the
Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are aware of an
incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest,
deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee or
volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to the Diocese of
Worcester. The report can be made by phone, Judith Audette, Victim
Service Coordinator, (508) 929-4363 (confidential line 508-7262880) or email jaudette@worcesterdiocese.org or in writing, and sent
to Office for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609.
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Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
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Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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