Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 7th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Craig Madigan
by his family
Phil Pagnotta
by Mona, Therese, Michael & Cathy Morock
Sunday, March 8th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Toni Gaudet
by her son Bob
Bruno DiPace
by his wife Lucille & family
10:30 AM
Sue Marabello (Month’s Mind)
by Elena Valeri & Mary Aho
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 9th
St. Francis of Rome, Religious
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, March 10th
8:00 AM
Nazzareno & Maria Belli
by their family
Wednesday, March 11th
8:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn
4:30 PM

March 7 - 8, 2020
Second Sunday of Lent
“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to
a land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1) God calls all of us to leave
behind our old ways and to follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him.
Some of the old ways that we may have to struggle to leave behind might
be materialism, selfishness, and greed. Yet God promises to show us a
new land and a better way to live. Remember what St. Teresa of Calcutta
said, “God does not call us to be successful, God calls us to be faithful.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 17:3-7
Second Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
Gospel John 4:5-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Hospitality meets on Monday, March 9th @ 1:00 PM in the hall.
All are welcome to help organize the St. Patrick’s Breakfast on
March 15th
Building & Maintenance Collection – Was taken up at all Masses
LAST weekend. Sorry if this caused any confusion. If you missed
the collection, you may place your envelope in the collection
basket next weekend. Thank you for your continued support!
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 14
years old and older on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and on all
Fridays of Lent.
Fasting: Ash Wednesday & Good Friday 18 year old to 60 year

Thursday, March 12th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, March 13th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, March 14th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Dennis Anderson (3rd Anniversary)
by his wife Betty
Eva DiNardo
by her family
Sunday, March 15th
Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Francesco Celona
by his children Frank & Grace & family
Donald Cormier (75th Birthday)
by wife Lorraine & children Patrick & Jennifer
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Lochlan Clayton Blake
12:30 PM
Parishioners

Stations of the Cross @ 7:00 PM in the church every
Friday during Lent. Please plan to attend.
Rice Bowls remain at the entrances of the Church.
Please take one home for your almsgiving during
Lent. All money collected goes directly to
Catholic Relief Services to aid in their help to
provide food to those most in need.

LENTEN JOURNEY
Please come and join us for Penance Services in our Fitchburg
Churches. Sacrament of reconciliation with meditation of The
Word of God will be celebrated on the following Wednesday’s
during the Lenten Season at 7:00 PM with a different preacher
each week.
March 18th

St. Joseph Church
Preacher – Fr. Joseph Dolan

April 1st

St. Francis Church
Preacher – Fr. Juan S. Ramirez

April 8th
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
In Thanksgiving
for Prayers Answered

St. Bernard @ St. Camillus Church
Preacher – Fr. Angel Matos
*please note the date change for this – there was a typo in the
flyer that said April 18th.

Dear Friends,
We all have experience moments of intellectual clarity. Some call it peak experience, or enlightenment,
or inspiration. It can come at any moment, It may come at a time when one is praying, or just sitting and
looking at the beauty of nature, or at a moment of crisis when one is at the crossroad of decision-making.
The apostles Peter, James, and John experienced such moment of revelation on the mountain of
transfiguration. For a brief moment they saw the Lord Jesus in His divine splendor. They heard the voice that
said, “This is my beloved Son.” It was an undeniable experience.
But it was a passing moment. They had to come down from the mountain. From the glory of the
transfiguration, the Lord had to face the humiliation of the cross. Peter, James and John also each in his own
way went through the passion. No doubt, this experience would provide them with strength in the trials
ahead. The memory of the transfiguration and other memories of Jesus would become their source of support.
Beautiful memories are our source of strength. Peak moments and times of clarity are the backdrop
against which we compare low moments and times of confusion. When a mother argues and fights with her
teen-aged daughter, it would be good to recall the times she was a baby, when she was little. When a father
brings his drug-crazed son to a rehabilitation center, memories of him as a loving and healthy boy could
strengthen his resolve. A priest or a religious in the midst of a vocation crisis may find comfort and courage
by going back to memories of his initial calling and initial attraction to the religious life. It would be well for a
politician, a policeman, or a teacher who has reached a low point in his life to go back to memories of his youth
enthusiasm when all he wanted to do was to serve. When think of that beloved deceased relative or friend,
what else is left to us but our fond memories? This was the importance of the transfiguration in the life of the
three apostles. It was an inspiring memory. The good news is that we too can have our moments on the
mountain.
This season of Lent is a time to go up the mountain and meet the Lord in a special way. We can prepare
the ground for this meeting by accepting our frailty, acknowledging our sinfulness, desiring reconciliation,
spending time for prayer, intentionally practicing some acts of self-denial and acts of kindness towards others.
And we will experience the Lord in a new way, sometimes intensely, at other times gently. When it happens,
it is a memory that will always stay with us, not just in Lent but throughout the whole year.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
Fish Fry at Madonna of the Holy Rosary, 118 Theresa St.,
Fitchburg. Every Friday during Lent, thru April 3rd. Serving
begins at 4:30. Eat-in or Take-Out. baked
haddock & baked potato $8, fried haddock
& chips $8, macaroni & cheese. $4, bowl of
corn or fish chowder $4. Desserts available
at additional cost.
Trip to Poland in October - Fr. Walter Riley, Pastor of Immaculate
Conception Church in Worcester, is leading a trip to Poland from
October 12-22, 2020. This trip will include visits to Warsaw,
Gdansk, Our Lady of Czestochowa, Auschwitz-Birkenau camp,
Krakow, Malbork Castle, House of Nicholas Copernicus, the
birthplace of St. John Paul II, and other historical and cultural
sites and events. For more information and signup sheet
regarding this wonderful trip, please visit icworc.com and go to
the heading Parish Pilgrimage to Poland.

St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast – Join us for a breakfast in honor of
St. Patrick on Sunday, March 15 from 8:00 – Noon. Pancakes,
scrambled eggs bacon & sausage, cinnamon bread pudding,
coffee, tea & orange juice all for $6.00. Opportunity to
purchased tickets for raffle baskets. This event is hosted by the
St. Anthony Hospitality Committee. Bring the family, neighbors
and friends!

Dominic Paul Minichiello
&
Lucas Matthew Nicastro
were welcomed into our Christian community through
baptism. May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

The Flu and the Liturgy
Each year, with the arrival of the flu season, your pastor is
concerned with limiting the transmission of pathogens,
particularly at Mass. These questions and answers have been
developed by the Office for Worship of the Diocese of
Worcester and the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops. Additional information on influenza outbreaks is
available from www.CDC.gov/flu.

1. What is influenza (also called “the flu”)?
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by
influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. It
can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to
death. The best way to prevent the flu is by getting a flu
vaccine each year.
2. How flu spreads
Most experts believe that flu viruses spread mainly by
droplets made when people with flu cough, sneeze or talk.
These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people
who are nearby. Less often, a person might also get flu by
touching a surface or object that has flu virus on it and
then touching their own mouth, eyes or nose.

6. What else should individuals keep in mind?
Individuals who are feeling unwell or believe they may be
ill with diseases which are communicable, such as a cold
or the flu, are well advised to refrain from receiving the
Precious Blood as their saliva could transmit the pathogen
to their fellow communicants. In such circumstances,
communicants should carefully consider receiving Holy
Communion under the form of bread alone. Those who
are not feeling well should refrain from receiving from the
chalice, and should receive Holy Communion under the
form of bread alone to avoid transmitting any illness.

7. What about the distribution of Communion under
both kinds?
Holy Communion distributed under both the species of
bread and wine is recommended by the Roman Missal as
“a more complete form as a sign”
3. Period of contagiousness
(GIRM no. 281). When considering the
All are urged, in their charity,
You may be able to pass on the flu to
distribution of Holy Communion,
to keep the sick in their prayers
someone else before you know you are
however, it should also be borne in
and to use common sense,
sick, as well as while you are sick. Most
mind that even when Holy
especially during the
healthy adults may be able to infect
Communion is distributed under the
cold and flu season.
others from 1 day before symptoms
form of bread alone, the communicant
develop and up to 5 to 7 days after
still receives the Lord entirely, in his Body, Blood, soul and
becoming sick. Some people, especially young children
divinity. There are, indeed, circumstances when
and people with weakened immune systems, might be
Communion under both kinds is not the best choice.
able to infect others for a longer time.
8. What could Pastors do?
4. Preventing seasonal flu: Get vaccinated
Pastors should remind all ministers of Holy Communion,
The single best way to prevent the flu is to get a flu
ordinary and extraordinary, to practice good hygiene,
vaccine each season... About two weeks after vaccination,
washing their hands before Mass begins. The use of
antibodies develop that protect against influenza virus
alcohol-based anti-bacterial solutions before and after the
infection. Flu vaccines will not protect against flu-like
distribution of Holy Communion has also been
illnesses caused by non-influenza viruses. The seasonal
recommended. During a particularly virulent outbreak of
flu vaccine protects against the three influenza viruses that
influenza, the pastor might choose to suspend the
research suggests will be most common.
exchange of peace1 or suspend the distribution of Holy
Communion under both kinds until the outbreak has
5. If I am sick with the flu, am I obliged to go to Mass?
abated.
No. Those who are seriously ill or contagious with the flu
1
should stay at home, lest they pass the flu on to others.
A major means of transmission of the flu and colds is by
hand. Either by sneezing or coughing upon our hands, or even
Such an illness is a legitimate reason to miss Mass and
touching a surface which has been contaminated by the saliva
they are not under an obligation to attend.
of others pathogens can be passed to others, especially by
shaking their hands (with which they subsequently touch their
eyes or mouth, etc.).
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“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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