Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 11th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Dec. of the Robuccio Family & Gary Sicard
by their families
Michael & James DiNardo
by their family
Sunday, May 12th
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day & World Day of Prayer for Vocations
8:00 AM
Domenica Perla
by her family
Anna Celona & her deceased children
by her children Frank and Grace
10:30 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 13th
Our Lady of Fatima
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Perla & DiNatale Families
by the Macchio family
Tuesday, May 14th
St. Mathias. Apostle
7:00 AM
June Jardarian
by her sister-in-law MaryAnn Michaelian
7:00 PM
St. Anthony Novena (Week 4)
Fr. Diego Buritica - Preacher
Wednesday, May 15th
St. Isidore
7:00 AM
June Jardarian
by Florence Volpe
Thursday, May 16th
7:00 AM
Sister Alice McConville
by her niece Ann Parisi
Friday, May 17th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, May 18th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Robert Duval (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife Sally & family
Nancy Flory
by her daughter Anita & Joe Carbone
Sunday, May 19th
Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Rev. Richard E. Kelley
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
10:30 AM
Wayne Aho (Anniversary)
by his wife Mary
12:30 AM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO June Jardarian
by Florence Volpe

May 11 - 12, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Easter
“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 13:52) The
disciples heard Our Lord’s call and were able to spread the Gospel
message with strength and vitality. We, too, can experience that same
joy if we make room for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts. When we use our
gifts in the way that God intends, He fills us with supernatural joy, a joy
that others notice and to which others are attracted.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 14:21-17
Second Reading Revelations 21:1-5a
Gospel John 13:31-33a, 34-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Madonna della Cava Society meets on Monday evening, May
13th, at 6:30 in the church hall. All are welcome to join us!
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA HAS BEGUN
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows:
May 14

Fr. Diego Buritica, Associate
St. Leo Parish, Leominster

May 21

Fr. Juan Echavarria, Pastor
St. Mary of the Hills, Boylston

May 28

Fr. Hugo Cano, Chaplain
WPI, Worcester

June 4

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

June 11

Msgr. Peter Beaulieu, Chaplain
St. Vincent Hospital, Worcester

June 18

Fr. Walter Riley, Pastor
Immaculate Conception, Worcester

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Bernard DiNatale turned 101 on April 24, 2019! Please join us in
wishing him a belated Happy Birthday. Bernard, may you feel the
Lord’s loving presence every day! God Bless You!
If you’d like to send Bernard a card or note you can send it C/o
Life Care Center, 370 West Street, Leominster, MA 01453

Lydia Rose Dwyer
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
The Fourth Sunday of Easter on the Church’s calendar is often called “Good Shepherd Sunday” because
this is the Gospel we hear on this day, the Good News that Jesus is the Good Shepherd who loves His sheep, even
to the point of laying down His life for them. Jesus uses the analogy of a shepherd guarding and protecting his
sheep, as opposed to the hired farm hand who will be far more likely to run away from the wolf, or any other
predator. Jesus says that he is the Good Shepherd who won’t run away to save himself but would rather lay his life
down for the sake of his flock. The message of Christ in the Gospel today goes beyond a message merely for those
in ordained Ministry, however. It isn’t just a message for priests, deacons, or bishops, it’s also a message for
anyone in the Church charged with the spiritual care of anyone else. In some way, the spiritual care of our
neighbor is the responsibility of each and every one of us, that is why there is such a thing as Spiritual Works of
Mercy. All of us are called to be witnesses to Christ no matter what our state in life is, and in that sense, we are
called to help Christ in the care of His flock.
Those who are parents or grandparents have a special and a particular ministry in helping Jesus care for his
flock because our children and grandchildren look to us. We are the primary educators and examples of the Holy
Catholic faith to young people. If they don’t see a faith that is lived, practiced, held to, and believed to the best of
our ability, we can’t expect them to remain in the Church. In this age when information is so widely available and
social communication allows access to information and to people from all over the world, it’s very easy to get
caught up in bemoaning the state of the Church and discussing all of the problems with the church and what we
think would fix them. I have learned that no matter what perspective you come from; it seems that everyone has an
opinion about what will fix the Church. I would humbly submit that before the Church can be fixed, we all need to
look in the mirror and ask the Lord in humility and sincerity what we need to do to be fixed, and to be better
examples and witnesses to Jesus Christ for the sake of the Salvation of Souls.
Let us celebrate that we all are pastors, all are sheep, disciples and witnesses of God’s love!
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

If you know of any parishioner who is homebound or in a nursing
home and would like to receive the Eucharist, please notify
Rosalyn Piro at 978-502-1689.
Homebound Ministers: In an effort to maintain accurate records
- If at any time changes are made to those you serve, please
notify Rosalyn. Thank you.

100th Anniversary Venerini Sisters Collection took place at
all Masses this weekend. If you did not have the opportunity
to donate, please do so next weekend and clearly mark
“Venerini” on the envelope. This year marks
100 years since the first Venerini Sisters
came to Fitchburg, and St. Anthony’s.
This is NOT a diocesan collection but rather a
gift directly from St. Anthony’s to the Sisters.
This collection is taken up to show our deep
appreciation to those Venerini Sisters, past & present who have
carried on St. Rosa’s mission and selflessly served in our parish,
and now the greater community for 100 years! If you would like
to donate directly to the Sisters please send to: Religious
Venerini Sisters, 734 Main Street, Rutland, MA 01543. Thank
you for your generosity.
Ministry Scheduling Request Forms have been sent out and are
now past due. If you have times you would like to request NOT
to be scheduled according to your vacation, weekend plans etc.
in the months of June – September you must contact Diane
Macchio immediately via email or phone. The schedule is being
made up this week. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

Attention Parishioners – The
Blessed Mother Needs You!
May is the month we celebrate Mary.
No matter how difficult a situation –
there is no problem that cannot be
resolved with the prayer of the Holy
Rosary. Requests are constantly
coming in from the diocese requesting
500 or more rosary beads at a time. We
need Rosary Makers to accommodate
this tremendous need. I am asking for your help – the Blessed
Mother Needs YOU!. I work right out of St. Anthony church office.
Please call me, Rose Marie of M.I.A. Rosary Making Program at
978-345-2602 if interested. Leave a clear message with your
name and phone number and I will return your call as I am able.
Please consider doing this great service for Mary. Thank you.
THANK YOU – On behalf of a grateful parish, thank you to all the
members of the St. Anthony & Friends Choir for the Lenten gift
of beautiful music enjoyed by all at the concert. All your time &
efforts were well spent. Thank you for your voices!

Please pray for the soul of
Barbara Martines
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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