Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
25th

Saturday, May
Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Claudette Richards (26th Anniversary)
by her husband Don & family
Elaine Celona (4th Anniversary)
by her husband Frank & family
Sunday, May 26th
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Catherine Chabot
by her husband Andy
10:30 AM
All Deceased American War Veterans
by the Italian American Veterans
11:30 AM
Lou Morizzo (7th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 27th
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

Memorial Day
8:00 AM
Mary-Jean Lakutis (Month’s Mind)
by MaryAnn Michaelian
Tuesday, May 28th
7:00 AM
June Jardarian
by Lydia Hughes
7:00 PM
St. Anthony Novena (Week 6)
Fr. Hugo Cano - Preacher
Wednesday, May 29th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Vigil: Ascension of the Lord
5:30 PM
Deceased of the Duffy & DiGeronimo Families
by the Macchio family
Thursday, May 30th
Ascension of the Lord
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, May 31st
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, June 1st
1:30 PM
BAPTISM: Sofia Maria DiNatale
Vigil: Seventh Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Anthony “Duke” Cali
by George & MaryAnne Baho
Eva DiNardo
by her family
Sunday, June 2nd
Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Vito & Isabelle Tantillo
by their son Sal
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Russell Family
by sisters Tee & Judy
Maria Costa
by Casey Migliozzi & the Costa family
11:30 PM
BAPTISM: Aubrey Jocelyne Nogueira
12:30 PM
Parishioners
St. Anthony Candle Intention:
All Veterans Living & Deceased

May 25 - 26, 2019
Sixth Sunday of Easter
“…do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27) Our limited
human understanding cannot begin to understand the immense power
of God. Instead of trusting in God, we think we can control every
outcome. Do you want to make God laugh? Tell Him your plans. The next
time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He has given you
and trust that He has a better plan for you.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 7:55-60
Second Reading Revelations 22:12:14, 16-17, 20
Gospel John 17:20-26

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Italian American War Veterans Tribute & Brunch, Sunday, May
26th. Immediately following the 10:30 Memorial Mass there will
be a tribute led by Mayor Steve DiNatale and then a reception
with light refreshments for the veterans, their families & friends
in the church hall at 12 noon. Please join us in honoring all living
& deceased War Veterans.
Monday, May 27th is Memorial Day. Mass will be celebrated at
8:00 AM and the office will be closed all day.
The Ascension of the Lord is this week. Mass will be celebrated
on Wednesday evening at 5:30 and Thursday morning at 7:00.
All Mass Ministers: The new Ministry Schedule has been sent out.
If you did not receive one or want a paper copy, please pick one
up from the sacristy (in the folder behind the door). There is also
a copy posted on our website. Thank you.
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows:
May 28
June 4

Fr. Hugo Cano, Chaplain
WPI, Worcester
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

June 11

Msgr. Peter Beaulieu, Chaplain
St. Vincent Hospital, Worcester

June 18

Fr. Walter Riley, Pastor
Immaculate Conception, Worcester

Xavier Jordan Rivera
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel is already leading us forward to Pentecost, the sending of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who
gives us wisdom and understanding and invites us to meditate on the Word of God so that we can understand how
that Word can change our lives.
Where there were troubles in the early Church, there was already a sense that the Apostles and Elders in Jerusalem
were the people to turn to in order to have decisions. We have a fairly good idea of who the Apostles were,
although even that term is used widely in various parts of the New Testament. The “Elders” in this translation is
“presbyters” in the original Greek and is the work that is used for priests in at least part of the tradition. It can also
just mean an old man or an old woman. It would be interesting to pursue what exactly it means in this context.
Does it mean those who are already leading various Christian communities in or near Jerusalem? Does it mean
simply people who have been Christians already for a significant period of time?
For those who lived when the Acts of the Apostles was written, it probably would have been obvious who was
meant by “presbyters.”
In the Gospel we continue with the challenge of knowing how to live the Christian life with others: whoever loves
me will keep my word. It is clear from the Scriptures that if we want to follow Jesus, then we must allow our lives
to be formed by His words in the Scripture. We must study Scripture, not as scholars do but as people who are
thirsty to live by His word.
When we find that we don’t understand what His word means, then we must ask the Apostles and the Elders of our
own time. These are people who speak for the Christian community today. We Catholics have the Pope and the
Bishops. We also have Scripture scholars who help us and those in authority deepen our understanding of what the
Scriptures mean.
Today there are all kinds of conflicts about what the Scriptures mean, in practically every area of morality. We find
totally opposite explanations and understandings various Scriptural passages. For us, these disagreements should
be healthy because they make us think more and try to understand more.
Let us ask God today to send His Spirit more fully into our lives. May that Holy Spirit intercede for us and for our
world so that we can understand the revealed Word of God more completely and allow our lives to be formed by
that Word.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Do you do online banking? Why not consider adding
St. Anthony to your weekly or monthly bill pay
service? Don’t already pay bills online? You could
give our “WeShare” online donation program a try.
It’s simple, it’s flexible, it’s secure, and you are in
control. Just go to the St. Anthony website,
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net, and click on the “Donate” button on the
bottom right, then follow the easy instructions. Once it’s set up you
don’t have to think of it each week! Although electronic giving may not
appeal to all of you, some of you may appreciate having an alternative
to frequent check writing, trying to remember your envelope each
week, or playing catch up with missed weeks. The ability to add your
parish donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations may be
right for you. Please go to www.stanthonyfitchburg.net to check out the
donation options or contact your local bank for their bill pay options or
you could even use a PayPal account to make weekly or monthly
donations to St. Anthony’s. Electronic banking is easy, offers many
options and helps us greatly with financial planning. Of course, you can
continue to use the weekly envelopes as well, the choice is yours!

Foxwoods Casino Trip Planned – The Sons & Daughters of Italy
in America are sponsoring a bus trip to Foxwoods Casino on
Monday, June 24th. Cost is $40 and includes bus, buffet OR $10
food coupon, $15 bonus slot play. Bus departs Kmart parking
lot at 7:15 AM sharp and leaves the casino at 4:00 PM. To sighup, contact Carol Cotnoir at 978-342-2398. Deadline June 17th!

Hold the Date! - St Cecilia's is sponsoring an air-conditioned
motor coach trip to the Pawtucket Red Sox on Sunday, June 9.
Cost is $25, which includes bus ride, reserved box seat ticket
and $2 ballpark credit. Bus will leave St Cecilia's Parish Center
parking lot at around 11:00 AM. (game time is 1:05). Call Dave
& Dee at (978)537-4774 if you would like to go. Don’t delay,
limited to the first 50 people to sign up.
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, but you may bring your items anytime.
Next pick-up: Monday May 27th.
Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is ongoing.
The food pantry is accepting any non-perishable food
donations, preferably, not in glass containers. All items are
collected every Monday morning and delivered to St. Francis of
Assisi Food Panty which is open on Friday’s for free food
assistance. When possible, could you bring just one item?

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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