Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 2nd
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Immacolata & Orazio DePiano (Anniversary)
by the Pennetti family
Donald Cormier
by his wife Lorraine
& children Patrick & Jennifer
Sunday, May 3rd
Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
by
10:30 AM
Joseph Marabello & George Carpentier
by their families
Sally & George Fava
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 4th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, May 5th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, May 6th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, May 7th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, May 8th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, May 9th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Connie Hildreth
by her daughter & family
Rose DiPietro (10th Anniversary)
by her daughter Theresa
Sunday, May 10th
Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Celia (Cali) Valera
by her children John, Joseph, Sebastian
Charles & Donna Valera
10:30 AM
Joseph Raimo
by his wife Mary & family
Bob Babeau
by John & Charleen Raymond
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

May 2 - 3, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Easter
“When the shepherd has driven out all his own sheep, he walks ahead
of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice.
But they will not follow a stranger, because they do not recognize the
voice of strangers.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 6: 1-7
Second Reading 1 Peter 2:4-9
Gospel John 14:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Concerning Previously Scheduled WEEKDAY Mass Intentions:
Fr. Juan wants you to know that he has been including all your
scheduled morning Mass Intentions in his daily prayer and will
continue to do so until such time that weekday Masses resume.
If you wish, you may reschedule any of your previously scheduled
WEEKDAY Masses when we are given the ok to resume them. We
will keep you posted through Facebook, Fr. Juan’s
“Announcements after Mass” and here in the bulletin online.
Partners in Charity – We did not have the opportunity to do an “In
Pew Collection” for Partners in Charity due to the closing of the
churches. We ask that if you received any correspondence from
Worcester via mail, please carefully consider making a gift or
pledge and send it in directly to the diocese. Make check payable
to Partners in Charity and mail to 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609. Please note that you are from St. Anthony FITCHBURG.
Thank you for your consideration. We have donated $8,000
through direct donations to date.

Please Continue to join Fr. Juan for a Livestream of the
Mass weekly at 10:00 on Sunday’s Via Facebook.
Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg
If you do not have a Facebook account, please just click on the
blue “f” icon on the front (right hand side) of our website
homepage where you can gain access. The Mass remains there
for you to see at a later time if you missed it.
FATV will air our weekly Sunday Masses at 2:00pm each week on
Comcast Ch. 8 and Version Ch. 35.

Masses and other church related functions remain suspended
until further notice. The Church Office will be closed. All meetings
and physical appointments are being postponed until further
notice.
Please communicate by email and phone as we will monitor both
throughout the day. Please, only use the emergency line if you
have someone that requires sacrament of the sick.
Thank you for your patience and your own efforts in combating
this virus. Please stay well, stay home, and continue to work
together and follow safe practices for you and others. God bless
you.

Dear Friends,
“When the shepherd has driven out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him,
because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a stranger, because they do not recognize the voice of
strangers.”
This is the 4th Sunday of Easter also called Good Shepherd Sunday.
I’d like us to let us reflect on what voice recognition means. We all have personal stories of voice recognition.
We have friends or family we hear from often and friends and family who we do NOT hear from very often who call us
on the telephone and it seems as if we only need to hear the first sound from their voices and we know exactly who
the individual is .
We may have a person in our lives -- and elderly aunt or even a grandparent who calls us often but always
feels the need to identify themselves -- as if we could ever mistake their voices!
Some of us may have a cassette recording of the voice of a loved one who has passed away and it might be
years since they have passed away, but streams of memories flood our mind when we hear his or her voice.
The same kind of instant recognition can be observed when a child hears the voice of his mother. For example,
picture a young mother sitting a park bench on a sunny afternoon with her child enjoying the activities found in a
playground. The variety of sounds whipping around and through the playground can be many and varied; however
nothing cuts through the air to the ear of a toddler who is climbing a bit too high on the jungle gym like the voice of his
own mother. It is instantly recognizable. Although the kid may not exactly obey what the voice is communicating, he
hears it above all other sounds.
This is what life can feel like. Sometimes we hear a lot of noise -- a lot of calls -- and we are not sure which way
to turn or look. At other times, we hear the voice of our mother, our friend, our spouse, -- a recording of a deceased
loved one, and our response is instantaneous and trusting.
The relationship between a shepherd and his sheep is no different. The sheep truly do know the voice of their
shepherd. The shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him.
Our challenge today is to hear the voice of Jesus -- to recognize it and to follow it without hesitation. Perhaps
the big question we need to ask ourselves is -- are we listening? Do we take the time out to listen for the voice of Jesus
in our prayer? Can we listen for the voice of Jesus coming through others, like our mothers, as instruments of his love
and concern? Can we fine-tune our spiritual ears to pick out the callings from Jesus in our ordinary day to day lives?
Jesus leads us and calls us. It is up to us to respond and follow.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Weekly Church Envelopes/Parish Giving
Many people have asked how they should submit their
contributions to the church while we are still not able to gather.
Thank you for keeping St. Anthony in your thoughts!
We ask that if you are able, make a check out, (you may put
your donation in one single envelope, we don’t need individual
ones) and mail the envelope to the parish. That is the best way.
If you have to contribute with cash, please don’t mail as it’s not
safe. Hold on to your envelope. You can turn it in when Mass
resumes either in person or by someone you know will be
attending. You may also set up direct pay through your banking
institution or use our online giving tool found on our website.
We want to thank so many of you that have already been
mailing your donations in! We would not be able to continue
without your generous support and your thoughtfulness to the
parish. These are tough and uncertain times that touch many
aspects of our daily lives. We are so grateful that you remember
St. Anthony Parish! Please keep the parish and all our
parishioners in your prayers.

How to make a Spiritual Communion
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of
Contrition. Then pray on of the prayers recommended by the
saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by St.
Alphonsus Liguori:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you
were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiving
Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
-Taken from the Catholic Free Press March 20, 2020 -

Fr. Bob Bruso is turning 70 on May 17 th. Please join with his
parishioners at St. Cecilia’s Parish for a drive by car parade to
begin at 1:00 on Sunday, May 17 th from their church parking
lot. Feel free to decorate your car, hold signs or just honk your
horn as the “parade” passes by his rectory. Weather permitting,
Fr. Bob will be outside to see all of you! Please try to be a part
of this to show our support and appreciation for all his good
works here at our parish. Congratulations and we wish you a
happy, blessed birthday Fr. Bob!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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