Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 8th
Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Mr. & Mrs. Emile Goguen
by their son Ray
Sunday, May 9th
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Anna & Elaine Celona
by Frank Celona
Laura Cali
by her family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 10th
St. Damien de Veuster, Priest
8:00 AM
Heather Abreau – for a healthy childbirth
by her grandfather
Tuesday, May 11th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Novena 7PM Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc
St. Mary Parish, N. Grafton
Wednesday, May 12th
Sts Nereus, Achilleus & Pancras, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
4:00 PM
Memorial Mass for Deacon Joseph Clonan
Vigil: THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
5:30 PM
Deceased of the Duffy & DiGeronimo Families
by the Macchio family
Thursday, May 13th
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
8:00 AM
Chester & Gerri Vaillancourt
by the Penetti family
Friday, May 14th
St. Matthias, Apostle
NO MASS
Saturday, May 15th
Vigil: Seventh Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Mary L. Curran (1st Anniversary)
by her husband John & family
Sunday, May 16th
Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
Open Intention
11:45
Baptism – Juliette Victoria Zarrella
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
All Mothers & Mother Figures
In our lives – past & present

May 8 - 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter
"This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (JOHN
15:12-13) Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend? Jesus
says that if we love Him we would be willing to offer whatever we have
to Him, not because we want praise and glory, but simply because we
love Him. Does your giving seem mechanical out of obligation or do you
share freely out of love?
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26
Second Reading 1 John 4:11-16
Gospel John 17:11b-19

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon, and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows:
May 11

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
St. Mary Parish, N. Grafton

May 18

Fr. Diego Buritica, Associate
St. Paul Cathedral, Worcester

May 25

Fr. Dennis O’Brien – In Residence
St. Mary Parish - Uxbridge

June 1

Msgr. John Doran

June 8

Deacon Juan Parra
Seminarian Intern, St. Anthony of Padua

June 15

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
St. Anthony of Padua, Fitchburg

June 22

Final Novena Night
St. Anthony Feast Mass

Your pledge or one time gift is a tangible way to be
a ‘face of Christ’ to the world through your
support of the 26 agencies and ministries which
rely on this appeal for the funding each
year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of bringing hope into the
lives of those we serve. If you received a letter in the mail, please
respond by sending your gift directly to Worcester. An additional
method: Text giving is hands down the easiest and most
secure way to give. If you know how to send a text message, you
can make a gift to Partners in Charity in seconds on your
phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit! Text donate to
84576. In addition to giving, you can also view the 2021 appeal
video. You can also make your gift online at partners-charity.net.
46 gifts have been made from the parish for a total of $9,455.
There are still more than 50 outstanding gifts from last year.
Won’t you consider helping?

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel follows immediately after the Gospel proclaimed last week, in which Jesus taught that he was
the vine and that his disciples were the branches. In the example of the vine and the branches, we learned that our
union with Jesus will lead to fruitful service. Today’s reading extends this teaching to describe the kind of service that
Christians are called upon to offer to others.
When John wrote this Gospel, his community was influenced by a set of religious beliefs called Gnosticism. It
appears that one of John’s intentions was to distinguish Christian belief from the beliefs held by the Gnostics. Evidence
of this can be found in today’s Gospel.
One of the tenets of Gnostic teaching was the importance of knowledge, or gnosis, as the determining aspect of
faith. We read today’s Gospel as a response to this teaching. In John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus affirm that he is known by
the Father and that his disciples will know the Father by knowing Jesus. In this passage, however, Jesus reminds his
disciples that this knowledge is to be expressed in love. Those who know Jesus well—and Jesus says that his disciples
do know him—will love one another. Knowledge leads to love, which leads to action. John reminds his community
that Jesus taught that love is the sign of a true disciple and, thus, a true Christian. Even more, a true disciple shows a
particular kind of love, sacrificial love.
In the Greek, there are two words for love that are used in this passage. The first is agape. The second is philia.
The first word is most often used to describe love for other persons and for God. It is understood as the highest and
most perfect kind of love. The second word is used to describe the affection of friendship. In this context, John appears
to use these words as synonyms. The root of the Greek word for friend comes from this second term for love, philia. By
using this word, Jesus transforms the terms of his relationship with his disciples and redefines for them their
relationship with God. In the Hebrew Scriptures, faith in God made one a servant of God.
Here Jesus teaches that his relationship to his disciples is based on friendship, not servitude.
Another aspect of Gnostic belief taught that a believer was an elect person, chosen and set apart from the
world. John reminds his community that Jesus also taught that a disciple is one who had been chosen—one who had
been chosen by Jesus. To be chosen by Jesus, however, is not to be set apart from the world. Instead, to be chosen by
Jesus is to be sent to serve the world as he did. The disciples of Jesus were chosen and were sent into the world to bear
fruit by serving others, by sacrificing for others, in love.
This reading, like last week’s, is part of Jesus’ Last Supper discourse. In the context of John’s Gospel, these
words are spoken before Jesus’ Crucifixion. We read his instruction to the disciples in light of his death and
Resurrection. We know that Jesus himself gives us the greatest example of the kind of love and service that he teaches
to his disciples. He has, in fact, laid down his life for his friends, for his disciples, and for us. Through his death and
Resurrection, we have received the grace to love others as Jesus has commanded.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

John Konnor Tetteh
&
Abigail Maria Barrett
were welcomed into our Christian community through
baptism. May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.
Please give a warm welcome to Seminarian Juan Parra, who will
be ordained as a Deacon soon, and will serve here at St.
Anthony for the next 10 weeks. Juan, we hope you will feel the
hospitality that St. Anthony’s is so well known for. We look
forward to having you with us!

Please pray for the soul of
Pearl Romano
May God grant her family peace.

Please say a special prayer for all those who will be newly
ordained into the priesthood next week. Among them is Jose
Carvajal who was our summer intern last year. May God
continue to guide them all and bless them abundantly as they
begin their lives of service to Him & us.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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