Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 11th
Vigil: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
M/M Nicholas Pandiscio & son Nicholas
by the Macchio family
Sunday, November 12th
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Helen & Louie Marrella
by their daughter Diane
10:30 AM

Deceased of the Buratti Family
by Louis Buratti, Sr.

Monday, November 13th
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin
7:00 AM
Special Intention
y the Nogueira family
Tuesday, November 14th
7:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by a Devotee
Wednesday, November 15th
St. Albert the Great, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Anita Lucci
by Louise Lemmo
6:30 PM
Spanish Community Mass
Thursday, November 16th
St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Gertrude, Virgin
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Friday, November 17th
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious
NO MASS
Saturday, November 18th
Vigil: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Generoso & Giusepina Pagliarulo (Anniv.)
by their granddaughter & family
Sunday, November 19th
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
David Brogna (4th Anniversary)
by his family
10:30 AM

Mike & Mary Dantini
by their family

12:30 PM

African Community Mass
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Alexander (Shad) Nano
by his wife & family

November 11-12, 2017
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.” (MATTHEW 25:13) Many of us have put off doing
something because we think we are too busy. We’ve all
said, “I’ll do it later when I have time.” Unfortunately, too
many of us apply this attitude to our Faith. Jesus’ call is
urgent, in the here and now, in your current
circumstances. Don’t delay, how is God calling you to use
your gifts today?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Help Needed: We are looking for individuals to help us with
decorating and preparing the Church for Advent. If you can
spare 45 minutes to an hour on Saturday, November 25th,
beginning at l0:00 am, please call Sandy Champa at 978855-1644. This is the time when we set up our Giving Tree
as well. Please help us beautify the Church for this most
Holy Season. Thank you.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Classes continue on Wednesday
evenings from 4-5PM in the Venerini Building. It’s not too
late! If you have not yet registered your child, please do so
at the beginning of class this week.
Thanksgiving Food Collection – Thanksgiving is fast
approaching. In the past we have worked with our school to
provide money needed to purchase turkeys and any items
that may have been missing from the food baskets. This
year we are asking for the actual food donations necessary
to fill the baskets (we will provide the turkeys). The baskets
are being made up next Saturday for delivery Sunday
morning, November 19th so please bring any food items to
the church or office no later than Thursday of this week.
Your assistance will be greatly appreciated by all our Food
Basket recipients. Please drop off your food items by
THURSDAY next week.
We are still in need of drivers on Sunday November 19th to
help distribute the food to local homes. Please call the
church office to give your name and telephone number.
Distribution will begin at 10:30 am and continue after the
10:30 Mass. Please help us!
Campaign for Human Development Collection will be taken
up at all Masses next weekend. Please remember your
envelope.

Dear Friends,
The readings for this weekend talk about the meaning of true wisdom in our lives. What is wisdom?
What does it mean to be “wise”?
In our first reading today, which is from the Book of Wisdom, we learn that wisdom is a gift from God.
Wisdom is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and it allows us to know what is really important and essential
in life. Our first reading gives us the beautiful assurance, the beautiful promise of God: Wisdom is “readily
perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her.” So we have this beautiful promise from
God: that if we love wisdom, if we love God, if we pray for his wisdom for our lives, our loving Father will
grant us this gift.
In the second reading, St. Paul tells us the basis of true wisdom. He tells us the truth about God’s plan
for our lives — that if we live for Jesus Christ, we will discover the joy that in dying we rise to new life in
him. We will have eternal life.
In the Gospel today, we have the parable of the wise and the foolish virgins. The message of the
parable is clear. We need to make sure that we are like those wise virgins in the parable, that we always
have enough “oil” for our lamps. We need to make sure that we are always renewing our life of faith —
through prayer and charitable deeds. These things are the “oil” that Jesus talks about in the Gospel today.
The “oil” of our prayer; the “oil” of all our personal acts of love; all our efforts to work with God’s graces and
to become better Christians. The foolish virgins are not bad people. They are just lazy. They have no desire
for wisdom. They don’t want to work too hard in their spiritual lives. And that is a lesson for us, also.
Sometimes we can get lazy in spiritual life. One mistake we make is to think we don’t have enough time to
pray, or that we will get to it later when we are done with all our other work and goals. That’s a big mistake.
Prayer should be first in our lives. All it takes is a few minutes each day to quiet our hearts, to center our
minds on Jesus Christ. God is expecting beautiful things from each one of us. So we need this oil — of prayer,
of good works, of charity,— so that our lamps keep burning brightly. So that we can shine as the light of
Christ into our culture and our society. So today, let’s make a resolution to “get busy” — making sure that
our lamps are going strong. We can work this week on improving our relationship with God by spending a
little more “quality time” in prayer. Let’s also ask what more we can do for the mission of the Church — to
help our neighbors be able to go out to meet Jesus Christ like the wise virgins in today’s parable.
Let’s ask Mary, our Blessed Mother and the Seat of Wisdom, to help us to seek the gift of Wisdom to
understand God’s plan for us. And let us ask for her intercession that today we renew our faith and start this
new life — a life of faith that fills our whole life with meaning, with security and with joy.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Area Christmas Fairs on Saturday, November 18th
St. Bernard’s Elementary will hold their fair from 8-4pm.
Homemade apple pies are one of the featured items!
St. Leo School will hold their fair from 10-3pm. Local
crafters as well as homemade apple crisp are just a few
of the offerings! All proceeds support the schools directly.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food pantry.
When you do your shopping perhaps you could add one or
two extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the
entrances of the church. Thank you.
Reminder: Our collections will be listed MONTHLY rather
than weekly. This provides one figure to compare over the
12 months of giving.

2017 Angels Auction – Come enjoy a spaghetti dinner
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, and hosted by by
1230AM and 970AM Emmanuel Radio. Bid on religious
items, holiday gifts, store gift cards and more! Join
Emmanuel Radio at the Cenacle, Cathedral of St. Paul, 38
High St., Worcester on November 30 from 6-8pm. Tickets
are a $25 donation for the live event and bids open online
November 15 at 1230radio.com. For more information
call (508) 767-1230. Emmanuel Radio hopes to see you
there for a night of music, food, faith and fun!

Please pray for the soul of
Ann Pelote
who died this past week
May God grant her family peace.

It’s time to celebrate the beauty of
the season with thanksgiving and
sharing of our blessings.
Items needed to fill Thanksgiving Food
Baskets:
(Please place items in the bin at the back of the church)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stuffing
Canned Peas & Beans
Canned Corn
Cranberry Sauce
Quick bread mixes
Juice
Pie Crusts
Pie Fillings
Bags of Candy or Cookies
Potatoes
Butternut Squash
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Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

