Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 24th
Vigil: Feast of Christ the King
4:00 PM
Generoso & Giusepina Pagliorulo (Anniversary)
by their granddaughter
Nancy Ray
by her mother Eileen & children
Sunday, November 25th
Feast of Christ the King
8:00 AM
Thomas & Rita Buckley
by their family
10:30 AM
Albert & Margaret Romano &
Edward & Mary Kelley
by the Romano & Kelley families
12:30 PM
African Community
Monday, November 26th
7:00 AM
Dino M. Belli
by his sister Jo & family
27th

Tuesday, November
7:00 AM
Sally & George Fava
by their family
Wednesday, November 28th
7:00 AM
Robert A. Saccone
by his family

November 24 - 25, 2018
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this world.” (John
18:36) How often do we put all our time and energy into building a
kingdom here on earth, forgetting that life here is short? The real
kingdom is in the next life. Yet, how much time and energy do we invest
in working for that eternal kingdom?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Jerimiah 33:14-16
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Gospel Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Message from the Prayer Shaw Ministry: “Dear friends, it is with
a heavy heart that I let you know that the prayer shawl ministry is
closing down. During its 10 year’s we have given more than
2,000 shawls and robes. Over the years we have lost many of our
knitters with no replacements. The few of us who are left will
continue to knit for a time. If you wish one to have one of the
shawls, there will be a few in the flower room at church. We wish
to thank you all for your help and support over the years. God
bless and keep you well.” Ann Parisi

Thursday, November 29th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Friday, November 30th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 1st
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Robuccio Family
by their family
Agnes Clear
by her daughter Linda & Peter Allaire
Sunday, December 2nd
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Brown & Ledger Families
by their families
Deceased of the Pendleton Family
by George Pendleton
10:30 AM
Carmella DiLorenzo
by her daughter
Deceased of the Pina Salamone Family
by Grace Salamone & family

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered
by a Devotee

AN ADVENT PRAYER FOR PEACE
Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and
light, many of us are struggling with the heaviness of life—
burdens that steal the joy right out of our stockings.
Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner
voice whispers, “Be afraid!” We need your peace, Jesus.
We confess that our hearts are too often filled with
wonder of a different kind: wondering when the bills will
be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come. Will
it ever? Is the message still true? In a world where worry,
not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again. This
Advent, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed
Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift
of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. We not only
need Your peace and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve
promised rest for the weary, victory for the battle-scarred,
peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken
hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year.
Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The
Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” and “The Prince of
Peace.” We know that peace on earth can only come
when hearts find peace with You. You are still our Joy. You
are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the
manger. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we
still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas and always.
~Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan's “A Prayer for Peace & Joy
at Christmas”

Dear Friends,
On this feast of Christ our King, let us renew our pledge of loyalty to him, and so that this pledge will not be
an empty formula, let each one of us resolve to study once more the spiritual and corporal works of mercy and see
how well we put them into practice. If we have failed in the past, let us resolve to begin again today. Many of us
may feel that we ourselves need all we can get for our bodily needs, and those of our families. If that is really so,
Christ will understand it, but this will not excuse us from carrying out the spiritual works of mercy. The fervent
prayer; the sincere Christian advice for an erring neighbor; the prudent counsel to parents in disagreement or to
parents neglecting their children's Christian upbringing; these works of charity, aided by God's grace, can work
miracles. They have done so time and time again in the past; they will do so again in the future.
Let us help one another by bearing one another's burdens. This is what Christ asks of us. This is how we can
prove ourselves loyal and grateful subjects. This is what we will be judged on when we meet him on our last day. If
we love our neighbor with an active and practical love for Christ's sake, we are thereby loving God, and are keeping
"the two greatest commandments on which the whole law and the prophets depend"
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.
The Montachusett Chorale will present its Holiday Concert on
Sunday, December 2nd, 2 pm in Tata Auditorium, Leominster
City Hall, 25 West St. The concert will benefit Karen’s Closet of
Leominster. Seasonal music, audience participation and
traditional carols as part of the Christmas Story will be
performed. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door.
Under 18 are admitted free. Tickets are available in the Mayor’s
Office, Leominster City Hall or call 978/549-2595.
Free Advent Concert at Immaculate Conception Worcester
Immaculate Conception Church, 353 Grove St. Worcester, will
hold a free Advent concert on Sunday, December 2 at 2 pm in
the Church. "Tidings of Great Joy" will be an afternoon of special
music featuring sopranos Joan Shivick and Bridget Klofft,
accompanied by pianist Olga Rogach. This concert is seasonal,
sacred, classical, and Advent-themed. Consider attending this
concert with three outstanding, professional musicians who will
provide us with music to be remembered. It is open to the
public, so be sure to invite family, friends, and anyone who
enjoys listening to some of the most wonderful music they will
hear this Advent season.
Explore Faith and Science at talk in Gardner - Cosmic Origins:
Does science point to an intelligent God? Annunciation Parish
will offer an interactive presentation led by Father Stephen E.
Lundrigan in the church hall at Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St., on
Wednesday, Nov. 28, 7-9 pm. Explore the ways that faith and
science are compatible, the limits of science, and the ways that
advances in physics and astronomy point to a Creator. The
evening will include, video, presentation, and discussion.
People of all faiths, high school age and older are welcome.

WOMEN OF FAITH ~ Morning of Prayer - “Expectation and
Expectancy: God Whispers in Our Darkness” will be presented
by Nicki Verploegen, Ph.D. on Saturday, December 8 from 9:30
– 1 pm at St. Anne’s Convent, 720 Boston Post Road East,
Marlborough. This Advent and Christmas how can we allow the
voice of God to prepare us for a deeper coming home inside…
to ourselves, to our families, and to our God? Our gathering will
begin with “coffee and” followed by a presentation, prayer,
personal reflection, and discussion. A registration fee of $10.00
is paid at the door. Pre-registration is required by Nov. 30 email
info@womenoffaithssa.org, or phone Ann Williams at 508-4818176.
Caroling for a Cause – We are signing for Peace in the Womb
and in the World for all children born and unborn. Saturday,
December 8th from noon to 1:00 pm outside the Downtown
Business District Parking Lot (across from the Planned
Parenthood office on Main St in Fitchburg). Plenty of free
parking in the lot!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice." Listen to God's voice by attending
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends
are December 7-9 in Duxbury, MA and January 18-20 in South
Kingstown, RI. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary
at
800-710-9963
or
visit
them
at
https://wwmema.org/.
Help Residents Get a Good Night’s Sleep! - Dismas House (a
homeless shelter in Worcester) needs help with new, twin sheet
sets, new blankets and comforters for our newly arriving
residents who often show up with very little. Please consider
helping, and any new sheet sets, new blankets of comforters
can be brought to St. Anthony Church Office. Thank you for
helping us welcome our residents as they begin their journey
back to our communities from prison or homelessness.

Please pray for the soul of
Paul DiPerri
who died recently.
May God grant his family peace.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com
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(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

www.RollstoneBank.com

978-345-1061

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Space
Available

Lunenburg, MA 01462
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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