Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 25th
Vigil: Feast of Christ the King
4:00 PM
Nancy Badagliacca-Ray
by her mother & siblings
Sunday, November 26th
Feast of Christ the King
8:00 AM
Mike & Mary Dantini
by their family
10:30 AM

Rita & Thomas Buckley
by their family

Monday, November 27th
7:00 AM
Dino M. Belli
by his family
Tuesday, November 28th
7:00 AM
Robert A. Saccone
by his family
29th

Wednesday, November
7:00 AM
Claire Roux
by MaryAnn Michaelian
6:30 PM

Spanish Community Mass

Thursday, November 30th
St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 AM
George & Sally Fava
by their family
Friday, December 1st
NO MASS
Saturday, December 2nd
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Giuliano DiVito
by the DiVito family
Sunday, December 3rd
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Carmella DiLorenzo (Anniversary)
by his family & friends
10:30 AM

November 25-26, 2017
Feast of Christ the King
“…whatever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you
did for me” – MATTHEW 25:40. Most of us are generous
when it’s convenient for us. We are generous when we
have the time or the money. But, generosity is the opposite
of that. It means giving of one’s time, money, compassion,
forgiveness or mercy when it’s not convenient; when it’s not
on our schedule, but on the other person’s schedule.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:207
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel Mark 13:33-37

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Help Needed: We are looking for individuals to help us with
decorating, cleaning and preparing the Church for Advent.
If you can spare 45 minutes to an hour next Saturday,
December 2nd, beginning at l0:00 am, please call Sandy
Champa at 978-855-1644. This is the time when we set
up our Giving Tree as well. Please help us beautify the
Church for this most Holy Season. Thank you.

Holiday Breakfast & Bake Sale Planned
St. Anthony’s along with the Hospitality
Committee is holding a December Breakfast
& Bake Sale! This will be on Sunday,
December 10th from 8:30 to 12:00 noon in the church hall.
Tickets are $5 and children under 5 eat free! Tickets can
be purchased in advance at the church office or by calling
Patty Vacca Martin at 978-790-9427 or Gail Lassila at 978342-6910. Tickets will be available at the door the day of
the event as well.
We need bakers of pies and holiday desserts for the Bake
Sale! This event is open to the public, so we are also
looking for volunteers to help for an hour or two the
morning of the event. If interested in either of these, please
contact the numbers listed above. Come join us as we
celebrate the Christmas Season!

Louis Morizzo
by his wife Mary

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Special Intention
for D.D. & Family

Please pray for the soul of
Claire Roux
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
The gospel for this weekend brings out also the very necessary lesson which we must learn if we are
to serve Christ as faithful subjects while on earth and so come into our eternal kingdom when we die. He
tells us Himself today, we serve Him, by serving His needy members. These we will always have with us, so
that we shall never be short of the opportunity to show our love and gratitude to Christ. The hungry; sick;
naked; and imprisoned provide us with opportunities for serving Christ. If there are none of these in our
immediate neighborhood, there are millions in other parts of our world today and we need not search far
for means of helping them. There are hundreds of associations dedicated to serving those in need of the
corporal works of mercy. Let us be as generous as our means will allow in our donations to one or another
of these associations.
Let us not forget either, that our Lord's reference to His needy members was not restricted to those
in bodily need only. There are many of our fellowmen, Christians and non-Christians, who are hungry and
thirsty for spiritual things; others are spiritually sick through worldliness and sin; many others who are so
imprisoned in their own earthly ambitions that they have no time to think of their future life. To help such
neighbors out of their difficulties, self-inflicted or not, is to serve Christ. He wants all men for heaven. He
came on earth for that purpose. He expects us to cooperate with Him in bringing them there, and He gives us
these opportunities so that we can prove our love for Him now on earth and later for all eternity, rejoice
with those we helped.
On this feast of Christ our King, let us renew our pledge of loyalty to Him, and so that this pledge will
not be an empty formula, let each one of us resolve to study once more the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy and see how well we put them into practice. If we have failed in the past, let us resolve to begin again
today. Many of us may feel that we ourselves need all we can get for our bodily needs, and those of our
families. If that is really so, Christ will understand it, but this will not excuse us from carrying out the
spiritual works of mercy. The fervent prayer; the sincere Christian advice for an erring neighbor; the
prudent counsel to parents in disagreement or to parents neglecting their children's Christian upbringing;
these works of charity, aided by God's grace, can work miracles. They have done so time and time again in
the past; they will do so again in the future.
Let us help one another by bearing one another's burdens. This is what Christ asks of us. This is how
we can prove ourselves loyal and grateful subjects. This is what we will be judged on when we meet Him on
our last day. If we love our neighbor with an active and practical love for Christ's sake, we are thereby loving
God, and are keeping "the two greatest commandments on which the whole law and the prophets depend”.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food pantry.
When you do your shopping perhaps you could add one or
two extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the
entrances of the church. Thank you.
2017 Angels Auction – Come enjoy a spaghetti dinner
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, and hosted by by
1230AM and 970AM Emmanuel Radio. Bid on religious
items, holiday gifts, store gift cards and more! Join
Emmanuel Radio at the Cenacle, Cathedral of St. Paul, 38
High St., Worcester on November 30 from 6-8pm. Tickets
are a $25 donation for the live event and bids open online
November 15 at 1230radio.com. For more information
call (508) 767-1230. Emmanuel Radio hopes to see you
there for a night of music, food, faith and fun!

Women of Faith Morning of Prayer, “The Sights, Sounds,
and Colors of Advent” with Sister Nancy Sheridan, will be
held 9:30 - 1 pm, Saturday, Dec. 9, St. Anne’s Convent,
720 Boston Post Road East, Marlborough. The gathering
will include a talk, input, community prayer and ritual,
conversation, and contemplation. The gathering will begin
with “coffee and.” A registration fee of $10 is paid at the
door. Pre-registration is required by Nov. 29. Phone Ann
Williams at 508-481-8176 or Sister Yvette Bellerose at
774-239-3372. Or email womenoffaithssa@gmail.com.
You
may
also
pre-register
online
at
WomenOfFaithSSA.org.
Advent Day of Prayer – Sisters of the Presentation are
sponsoring a Day of Prayer for Women on Saturday,
December 9th at 99 Church St., Leominster. The day
begins at 9:30 and ends by 3:00. Free will offerings are
accepted. Please bring a pair of gloves, mittens or a scarf
for our collection. To register call 978-537-7108. Thank
you.

St. Anthony Church
cordially invites you to a

Christmas
Breakfast &
Bake Sale
Sunday, December 10
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
St. Anthony Church Hall
84 Salem Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Tickets are $5.00 per person, children under 5 eat free!
Advance tickets are available at the church office, or
you may call Patty Vacca Martin at (978) 790-9427,
or Gail Lassila at (978) 342-6910
Tickets will also be available at the door the day of
the event.
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CAULEY’S
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A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

