Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 28th
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Nancy Ray
by her mother & siblings
Armand Gallant
by his wife Lena & family
Sunday, November 29th
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
10:30 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo (1st Anniversary)
by his daughter Sarah
Bob Babeau 1st Anniversary)
by Elena Valeri
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, November 30th
St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 AM
by
Tuesday, December 1st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, December 2nd
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, December 3rd
St. Francis Xavier, Priest
8:00 AM
by
Friday, December 4th
St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 5th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
10:00 PM
BAPTISM: Alaiya Rose Mont
4:00 PM
Deacon Joe Clonan
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Deceased of the Michael Orlando Family
by his daughter Elise
Sunday, December 6th
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Eleanor Georgi
by Gena Nutting
10:30 AM
Carmella DiLorenzo
by her daughter Irene
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Wayne Aho
by his wife Mary

November 28 - 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent
"Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will
come.” (Mark 13:33) We all take things for granted. In particular, we
take time for granted. We make our lives too busy. We plan our time,
our days, weeks, months, even years in advance. Remember, our time
on earth is a gift. None of us knows how long we will be here. Start today
and begin thanking God for each and every day. Take time in silence,
every day, and listen to how God is calling you right now to help build His
kingdom on earth.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel Mark 1:1-8 (5)

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Drive-up Communion to be held this Sunday, November 29th from
11:30 to noon and the LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
ANNUAL GIVING TREE – Due to the pandemic and the possible
spread of germs, we are not able to have an
actual “Giving Tree” with tags for you to take
home.
This year we have been asked to conduct
our gift giving for Catholic Charities
(approximately
75
children)
and
Montachusett Home Health Care (approximately 25 elders) in a
different way. There are several options for buying and returning
your gift:
1. If you do your shopping by Amazon, Target, Walmart or
other online mail service, then you can send the gifts
directly to the agencies.
2. If you shop in person then you can bring the gifts directly
to the agencies.
3. If you do not shop online and are not comfortable going
to the store you can make a monetary donation for the
person and the agency will shop for you.
If you can help, we ask you to please call the office November
30th until December 17th (Monday – Wednesday 9-3) and request
a name to purchase a gift. You may request from either agency.
We will provide more information on these options & where to
return your gift when you call. We will not be accepting return gifts
here at the parish.
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Christmas Eve – Thursday, December 24
Mass at 4:00 & 7:00 Both Masses Livestreamed on Facebook
Christmas Day – Friday, December 25
Mass at 10:30 only – also Livestreamed on Facebook
Due to the current restrictions, there remains a limit on the
number of people allowed into the church (approximately 75).
Although Fr. Juan would very much like to see you at Mass, he
does not want to have to turn anyone away due to a capacity
issue. If you have not already been attending Mass regularly,
Father encourages you to stay home and watch, joining other
friends and family online. Please help spread the word!

Dear Friends,
We are at that time of year again when our part of the world is getting darker. Then, of course, we have the cold
weather too. Although we may not love the darkness, the cold, and the snow, we love the message they bring to us each
year. The darkness itself reminds us of the light that entered into the darkness. God Himself is going to visit our world.
The Advent season is a time for us to prepare and take this message to heart: a message of joyful expectation. We
rejoice that God is planning to save us, and we eagerly await the day when it will happen.
The three primary actions we should take in Advent are preparing, celebrating, and spreading the news about
Jesus.
First, we prepare, as we do so for an important visit. Just think about all the preparations we made to welcome
our loved ones for thanksgiving two days ago. We should prepare for Christmas with the same eagerness: We have set
up an Advent Wreath in the Church and you could set up one at home too and light the proper number of candles each
week. Reading an Advent reflection book, for example, can help us stay focused with a special prayer or meditation for
each day. Music that actually mentions Jesus and Christmas helps to get us in the Advent mood, and decorations like
lights, Christmas trees, and Nativity sets are a beautiful way to remember Christ the true light who came into the
darkness of this world. Again, we do not need to over-extend ourselves. Even simple changes in our homes and offices
can have a big effect.
After we prepare, we celebrate. We do not need to wait until Christmas to rejoice. We can start celebrating as
we get ready for it by coming to Mass every Sunday or every day and by making a good confession. Also, the Advent
season has several special feast days when we can rejoice. We remember St. Nicholas on December 6th. The Immaculate
Conception of Mary is December 8th, and Our Lady of Guadalupe is on December 12th. Two days celebrate all that Mary
has done for us, two perfect days to pray the rosary.
Finally, while we are preparing and celebrating, we need to spread the news about Jesus. We can do so passively
by using those postage stamps with Mary and Jesus on them, sending Christmas cards with holy images, or just using
the word “Christmas” instead of “holiday.” We also need to actively spread the news. Helping the needy with food,
clothing, donations, and toys must be a part of our witness. Giving Christmas presents is good, as long as we give to
those who are most in need as well.
The spirit of joyful expectation in Advent must lead us to prepare, celebrate, and spread the news about Jesus. At
the same time, when we prepare ourselves, celebrate, and spread the news, our joy, and expectation increases. May we
await him with joy this Advent season.
Maranatha!!!
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Religious Education Update – Fr. Juan met with the Religious
Education teachers. It has been decided that due to the ongoing
COVID 19 pandemic, it is in the best interests of all to postpone
the beginning of classes until after the first of the year 2021.
We will keep you posted, and families will be notified by phone
as the start date approaches. Thank you for your continued
patience.

Please pray for the soul of
Maurice Toolin
May God grant his family peace.

BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our
monthly Building & Maintenance
collection will be taken up at all Masses
next weekend. If you are not physically
attending Mass and have not been
contributing to this collection by mail,
we ask you to please consider giving
what you can.
Special appreciation to those who have been faithfully mailing
in Weekly and Building & Maintenance offerings. Remember,
you can do this weekly or save a stamp and envelope and send
them in monthly! Also, your contributions can be from one
check. No need to send a separate check for each
week/collection. Either way you choose, please continue, our
parish relies on your support! THANK YOU.

Blake Everly Baldwin
&
Ava Angelina Melanson
Were welcomed into our Christian community through
baptism. May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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