Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 4th
Vigil: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Memorial Mass for all Faithful Departed
4:00 PM
Nicholas L. Macchio (10th Anniversary)
by his family
Sunday, November 5th
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Anna Celona
by her family
10:30 AM

Nicola, Giuseppina & Gerry Volpe
by Ann & Florence

Monday, November 6th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
1:00 PM

Mass at the Fitchburg Greens

Tuesday, November
7:00 AM
Open Intention

November 4-5, 2017
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.” (MATTHEW 23:12) Jesus
gave His life to serve, not to be served. Putting other’s
needs before our own needs is a sign of becoming a mature
disciple, of following Jesus’ example. Humility is really a
sign of a strength. By putting other’s needs first we declare
to the world that we are putting our complete trust in
God. When we align our thoughts and actions with God’s
plan for us, the result is Joy and Peace
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Wisdom 6:12-16
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

7th

Wednesday, November 8th
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
6:30 PM

Spanish Community Mass
9th

Thursday, November
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, November 10th
St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church
NO MASS
Saturday, November 11th
Vigil: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Memorial Mass for all Faithful Departed
4:00 PM
M/M Nicholas Pandiscio & son Nicholas
by the Macchio family
Sunday, November 12th
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Helen & Louie Marrella
by their daughter Diane
10:30 AM

Deceased of the Buratti Family
by Louis Buratti
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Loretta E. Lisciotti
by Bob & Jo Deschenes

The Church Office will be closed all day on Tuesday,
November 7th. Please plan accordingly.
**There will be no confessions heard on Saturday,
November 11th. Fr. Juan has a wedding that afternoon.**
The Mass Intention Book is open. You may now place your
requests by phone. The openings are for the months of
January through June only. Only 4 weekend Masses for the
entire year please.
UPDATE ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Classes begin on
Wednesday, November 8th from 4-5PM in the Venerini
Building. It’s not too late! If you have not yet registered your
child, please plan to do so in person on that day.
To All Parishioners: If you or a family member are
hospitalized and would like to receive communion or the
Sacrament of the Sick please ask your nurse to make a
referral to pastoral care.
Thanksgiving Food & Money Collection – Thanksgiving is
fast approaching. In the past we have worked with our
school to provide money needed to purchase turkeys and
any items that may have been missing from the food
baskets. Although the school is closed, we did not want to
turn away the request to help provide meals. We are asking
parishioners if they might be willing to purchase a food item
needed for these baskets. The list is attached with this
bulletin. The physical food collection, as well as the money
collection the weekend of November 18-19, will help to
provide warm meals for those less fortunate than us. Your
assistance will be greatly appreciated by all our Food
Basket recipients. Please drop off your food items next
week in the collection bins here at the church. Drivers will
be needed on Sunday November 19th to help distribute the
food to local homes. More information is coming.

Dear Friends,
Priesthood is a necessary but challenging vocation!
On this Sunday, now designated by some organizations as Priesthood Sunday, we find the readings
filled with warnings to the priests of the Old Covenant. God had made a covenant with Levi, and so the term
"Levitical" priesthood. Unlike the other tribes, they received their sustenance from the Temple offerings.
In the first reading from Malachi, written for the Israelites who had returned from Babylon, God
complains that the temple priests had neglected to teach well the traditions and laws of former days, and
had been lax in correcting foreign customs brought back to Jerusalem from their pagan masters. Because of
this, God threatens to let His anger fall on them again.
We have a similar message in the Gospel when Jesus scolds the Pharisees and the priests for their
hypocrisy and their pride. Their lives lacked humility, honesty and service. Jesus did not question their
authority to teach, and urges His followers to follow their teaching, but not to follow their example.
In today's second reading, St. Paul presents the model for the priests of the New Testament. He
reminds the Thessalonians that "we were as gentle among you as a nursing mother cares for her children." It
was because of St. Paul's love for them that he labored night and day among them, both preaching the word
of God, and earning his own living so as not to burden them.
To whom much is given, much will be required. God has chosen weak human beings as His priests.
Through those weak hands, God dispenses heavenly power and strength in the sacraments. As Jesus from
the cross gave His own Body and Blood, for our salvation, so He gives it over and over through the Mass. And
He does this through His priests. What greater privilege can be given to a man? In return, He demands that
this instrument of His strive to be himself a living mirror of Jesus' love, forbearance, and mercy. At the same,
He will hold them accountable for any neglect of their sacred duties.
On this Priesthood Sunday, may all of us in the Church thank our priests for accepting this divine
duty. Through our prayers for them, may God forgive their sins and weaknesses. May they always strive to
be shepherds after the heart of Christ, the High Priest. Amen
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food pantry.
When you do your shopping perhaps you could add one or
two extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the
entrances of the church. Thank you.
St. Anthony Shrine Candle Reminder: Did you know we
have candles available for you at our St. Anthony Shrines?
If you have special intentions or remembrances of
someone dear to you, we offer St. Anthony candles. Our
outside shrine candles are $5- and is a private intention,
not in the bulletin. Our single candle inside the church, in
front of St. Anthony statue, is $10 and the intention is
printed in the bulletin. It is lit weekly on a rotating basis as
space is available. Please do not request specific dates
as this is not intended to be used in the place of our Mass
Intentions. Candles outside will be lit the day the request
is made and the candle inside will be lit in the order the
requests are made. Both of these candles burn for 7 days.
Please stop by the office to place your request.

Reminder: Our collections will be listed MONTHLY rather
than weekly. This provides one figure to compare over the
12 months of giving.
Christmas In Acadia - St. Cecilia Parish, Leominster will
be holding their Annual Christmas in Acadia Fair on Friday,
November 10 from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. & Saturday,
November 11 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Specialty
foods include poutines, râpée, pork pies, fricot, spaghetti
& meatballs and much more. Acadian Auction, $3,000
Major Raffle, Theme Baskets, crafts, large indoor Flea
Market, game booths for all ages, baked goods. Free
picture with Santa on Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
and on Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A variety
of Live Musical Entertainment on Saturday including the
"Twin City Fiddlers" and the “Songbirds.” Come Join Us!
Homemakers, Personal Care Aides - The Home Care
Program of Catholic Charities is currently accepting
applications for Homemakers and Certified PCA’s in the
Leominster & surrounding areas. A variety of hours are
available. You must have a reliable car and a telephone.
Please call 1-800461-7131. AA/EOE

It’s time to celebrate the beauty of
the season with thanksgiving and
sharing of our blessings.
Items needed to fill Thanksgiving Food
Baskets:
(Please place items in the bin at the back of the church)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stuffing
Canned Peas & Beans
Canned Corn
Cranberry Sauce
Quick bread mixes
Juice
Pie Crusts
Pie Fillings
Bags of Candy or Cookies
Potatoes
Butternut Squash
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
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