Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 9th
Vigil: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased Members Order Sons of Italy
by their Fellow Members
Claire Rollo
by Gary & Jerolyn Blouin
Sunday, October 10th
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn
10:30 AM
James “Jimmy” Doyle
by Fran & Annette Pandiscio
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, October 11th
St. Francis of Assisi
8:00 AM
For all Souls in Purgatory
Teresa Hernandez – for health
by Irene Rojas
Tuesday, October 12th
8:00 AM
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank
Wednesday, October 13th
8:00 AM
Frances Mary Addorisio
by his sister Rose Anne Addorisio
Thursday, October 14th
St. Callistus I, Pope & Martyr
8:00 AM
Jack Saball (1st Anniversary)
by his brother Al & Angela Saball
Friday, October 15th
St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor of the Church
NO MASS
Saturday, October 16th
Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
David Papa
by his Auntie G.
Patrick Papa
by his wife Anna & children
Sunday, October 17th
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Sister Jackie, D.H.S. (83 years old)
by Gail Ide
10:30 AM
Beverly Jerszyk
by her family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

October 9 - 10, 2021
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
" It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:25) Jesus uses tough
language that we may not want to hear. But, we are all called to be
generous with all of our gifts. Not just the ones we pick and choose, but
all our gifts, and especially the one that means the most to us! That
includes our time in prayer to God, our talent in participating in parish
ministries and our treasure supporting our local parish and other
charities.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 53:10-11
Second Reading Hebrews 4:14-16
Gospel Mark 10:35-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Celebrate Italian Cultural Month With Us! – St. Anthony Parish will
be celebrating Italian Cultural Month on Sunday, October 17th in
our church hall.
Join us as Fr. Juan and our Parish Community, will be presented
with Proclamations from State Officials including, State Senator
John Cronin, State Rep. Michael Kushmerek, and Mayor Steven
DiNatale.
St. Anthony’s has been our center for Italian heritage & culture
for 113 years so it’s wonderful to be acknowledged and honored
with these Proclamations! Come join us at 11:30, and Italian
dinner will follow hosted by the Hospitality Committee.
ST. ANTHONY CHOIR is looking for new members. Rehearsals will
begin on Wednesday, October 13 at 6:30pm in the church.
Anyone interested is invited to attend the first rehearsal or you
can call the office or contact Judy Allardice after the 10:30 Mass
on Sunday for more info.
LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS AT MASS - The priests of
Annunciation Parish will be working together to do “Teaching
Mass” on Monday, October 18th at 6:30PM in Holy Rosary Church
135 Nichols St. Gardner. As one priest says the Mass for the day,
he will pause at strategic points, so the other may explain what is
happening. All are welcome to attend and deepen their
understanding of what is happening at Mass.

Marriage Banns are announced for
Valerie Zacca & Nicholas Mercadante
on October 23, 2021
St. Anthony Candle Intention:

FYI: If you need to drop something off to the office before or after
hours, please know that we have a mailbox located to the left of
the church office door. It is a secure opening where your mail will
drop down into a locked box. Feel free to use it anytime!

Dear Friends,
The story in today’s gospel is a familiar and wonderful short story filled with lots of tensions and emotions. It
begins with a man approaching Jesus and asking him the important question, “what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus seems to rebuke the man a couple of times, yet he ignores the rebukes and continues to ask his burning
question. Saying that he has been faithful to the commandments all his life; what more must he do to be complete? This
is clearly a good person who awaits further instructions from Jesus.
Jesus responds out of love for him and offers the challenge: “go sell what you have and give it to the poor . . . then
come follow me.” At this point the man backs off: “his face fell and he went away sad because he had many possessions”.
Jesus was asking the young man to be his disciple. Sadly, he said no to Jesus’ offer. He chose to hold on to his
possessions over following Jesus. The issue for him was that he could not part from his possessions which were
extensive. I have often wondered what happened to him afterward: did he rethink his position and turn to Jesus? Did
he continue keeping his possessions? We will never know since this is the only time we encounter him in the
gospels. The call to be a disciple is indeed a profound decision to follow Jesus. How might this man have stacked up
against the twelve that Jesus called to be disciples? My inclination is to think would have been equal to the challenge of
discipleship.
This is where we fit into the gospel story. We are all (rich and poor alike) called to be followers of Jesus, to serve
at his side in a word, to be disciples We, too, need to “sell” so that we can more faithfully be with Christ. What is it that
might hinder us from responding to Jesus’ call? What might we do about it?
Let’s put ourselves in the shoes of the rich young man asked to follow the Lord…I don’t steal, I don’t kill…I
sometimes lie but to hurt anyone…I'm a good person… We too come to the encounter with Jesus as good persons
looking to add spiritual depth in using our God-given talents. Are we perfect? Clearly not! But the twelve Jesus called
to be followers during his public ministry were hardly perfect themselves. As they journeyed with Jesus on the plains
and hills of Galilee and in the streets of Jerusalem we discover one who totally sold out on Jesus for a wad of silver,
another who denied that he even knew Jesus, and a pair of brothers who seemed interested only in their being on the
right and left hand of Jesus in the kingdom.
To be a disciple means everyday faithfulness, not success as perfection and the pursuit of perfection
implies.
We’re
called
to
trust
the
good
God.
“Only God is good,” Jesus says at the beginning of his dialogue with the man: to be a disciple, then, is to set one’s eyes
on God and not on possessions. I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT MATERIAL THINGS…NEITHER WAS JESUS….Sometimes We
are emotionally attached to our personality which we think is better than the others…emotionally attached to my
opinions, my own point of view, or my own needs that don’t let me see the needs of others…That’s what we have to sell,
in other words, what we have to give up. The man was sad because he valued his possessions over the call of Jesus. With
God’s help, we can and will be disciples.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
St. John’s Open House – St. John’s is a Xaverian Brothers
Sponsored School, dedicated to educating young men in the
important areas of moral and spiritual education, above and
beyond their academic and social development. They enroll
young men in grades 7-12. They are having an open house on
Saturday, October 16th at 9:00 am and Tuesday, November 9th
at 6:00 pm. Visit stjohnshigh.org/admissions/open-house. Preregistration is required. Call 508-842-8934 ext. 266.

These are our October Birthdays in order of eldest to youngest!
Sorry for the belated notice.
90+
Jane Stoddard, Robert Deschenes, Josephine
Deschenes, Mary Zichelle, Gloria Mulcahy
80+
Muriel Dunn, Judith Russo, William Burke
70+
Joan Horgan, Garnet Skidmore, Maria Baldassarre,
Michael Dantini, Kathleen Sicard, Patricia Martin
We pray that their year will be filled with joy and peace and
thank God for the lives they touch!
Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday from 9:00 - 3:00. The office remains
closed on Thursday & Friday.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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