Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 16
Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
David Papa
by his Auntie G.
Patrick Papa
by his wife Anna & children
Sunday, October 17th
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Sister Jackie, D.H.S. (83 years old)
by Gail Ide
10:30 AM
Beverly Jerszyk
by her family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, October 18th
St. Luke, Evangelist
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, October 19th
Saints John de Brebeuf & Isaac Jogues, Priests
& Companion Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, October 20th
St. Paul of the Cross, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, October 21st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, October 22nd
St. John Paul II, Pope
NO MASS
Saturday, October 23rd
2:00 PM WEDDING:
Valerie Zecca & Nicholas Mercadante
Vigil: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Mary Patient (1st Anniversary)
by her family
Sunday, October 24th
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Bridget Clayton
by Susan LeBlanc
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
Deceased of the Emmanuel Morizzo Family
by their family
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Kieran Bridget Blake
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Prayers for the Protection &
Dignity of all Human Life

October 16 - 17, 2021
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give
his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) If you held a mirror up to
your life, would it reflect God’s love and mercy? If you are struggling with
this, try changing your attitude from “I want more” to “thank you God for
everything you have given me, I have enough to share”. This change in
perspective will bring you joy through service to others. Pray daily to
become less self-centered and to become more God-centered.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Jerimiah 31:7-9
Second Reading Hebrews 5:1-6
Gospel Mark 10:46-52

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Celebrate Italian Cultural Month With Us! – St. Anthony Parish will
be celebrating Italian Cultural Month on Sunday, October 17th in
our church hall.
Join us as Fr. Juan and our Parish Community, will be presented
with Proclamations from State Officials including, State Senator
John Cronin, State Rep. Michael Kushmerek, and Mayor Steven
DiNatale.
St. Anthony’s has been our center for Italian heritage & culture
for 113 years so it’s wonderful to be acknowledged and honored
with these Proclamations! Come join us at 11:30, an Italian
dinner will follow hosted by the Hospitality Committee.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Religious Education Classes for
students in Grades 1-8 and high school 9-11 will begin soon.
These classes are for students who are NOT currently attending
a Catholic school. Registration forms are available online or in
the back of the church. Each student needs a registration form.
Please fill one out for each of your children that will be attending
and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the church office
ASAP. There is no cost. We will notify you of the start date and
class times towards the end of October. Your help in registering
your child/children this week is much appreciated. Registration
& preparation for First Holy Communion (2nd grade) and
Confirmation (high school) is for all students regardless of where
they attend school. Please speak to Fr. Juan for questions.
ST. ANTHONY CHOIR is looking for new members. Rehearsals will
continue each Wednesday, at 6:30pm in the church. Anyone
interested is invited to attend the rehearsals or you can call the
office or contact Judy Allardice after the 10:30 Mass on Sunday
for more info.

Marriage Banns are announced for
Valerie Zecca & Nicholas Mercadante
on October 23, 2021

Dear Friends,
Today we continue reading the Gospel of Mark from where we left off last Sunday. Last Sunday our Gospel told
how Jesus was tested by the Pharisees about the requirements for divorce. Recall that these chapters come from the
second part of Mark’s Gospel, which chronicles the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.
In today’s Gospel, an unnamed man approaches Jesus and inquires about what he must do to inherit eternal life.
Jesus replies that one must follow the commandments of the Law of Moses. The man acknowledges that he has observed
all of these since his childhood. Jesus then says that only one thing is lacking: he must give his possessions to the poor
and follow Jesus. The man leaves in sadness, and Mark tells us that this is because he had many possessions.
The belief in resurrection and eternal life was a relatively recent development in Jewish thought at Jesus’ time,
and it wasn’t shared by everyone. The Pharisees taught that there would be a resurrection from the dead; the Sadducees
did not share this belief. Jesus taught that there would be a final judgment for everyone and eternal life (the Kingdom
of God) for believers.
Jesus makes two requirements of the wealthy man who approaches him. First, he must give up his possessions.
Throughout history, some Christians have taken this literally. Their example witnesses to us a radical commitment to
the Gospel of Jesus. Some have read this as a particular requirement directed to this specific individual. Still others have
sought to explain the meaning intended by the word possessions as those things that prevent one from following Jesus.
Christians have generally understood that at the least, following Jesus requires that believers hold material possessions
loosely and remain vigilant against seeking security in accumulating possessions.
The second requirement Jesus makes of this man is the invitation that Jesus extends to all would-be disciples:
“follow me.” Jesus very much wants this man to be his disciple. We believe that the Christian faith is one in which each
believer is in a personal relationship with Jesus. Just as this Gospel tells us that Jesus loves the man and is sad when he
departs, so too, Jesus loves us and is saddened when we are unable to follow him.
We see in this Gospel reading another example of Mark’s pattern, which shows Jesus offering further elaboration
about his message and meaning to his disciples. To his disciples, Jesus laments the challenges faced by those who are
rich in following him and entering the Kingdom of God. In reply to the disciples’ astonishment at the strictness of the
standard that Jesus speaks about today, Jesus reminds his disciples that nothing is impossible with God. Salvation is
determined by our ability to rely completely upon God.
Peter replies to Jesus by boasting that the disciples have already given up everything. Jesus acknowledges that
those who have given up everything for the sake of the Gospel will be rewarded. This reward begins now, in the new
community that one will gain in this life, and will continue in the eternal age to come. Our personal relationship with
Jesus is also an invitation to the community of faith, the Church.
(Taken from Loyola. Press)
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
St. Bernard’s Open House! - You are invited to the St. Bernard’s
High School Fall Open House on Thursday October 28th. There
are two sessions Session 1: 5-6:30pm and Session 2: 6:308pm. To register for this event, visit our website
at www.stbernardshighschool.org. for questions, please call
the Admissions Office at 978-342-3212 x107. Space is
limited, register today!
FYI: If you need to drop something off to the office before or
after hours, please know that we have a mailbox located to the
left of the church office door. It is a secure opening where your
mail will drop down into a locked box. Feel free to use it anytime!

Count Down to Christmas Craft Fair - The St. Anna Society is
holding a Christmas Craft Fair on Friday, Oct. 29th from 4:00 –
8:00pm and Saturday, Oct. 30th from 9 am – 5:30 pm. Chinese
auction, lottery scratch ticket frame, children and adult
Ornament Tree, Crafts, designer baskets, attic treasures and
Nonnie’s Café featuring many food options & delicious baked
goods. Come join us in the Church hall, 194 Lancaster St.,
Leominster.
World Mission Sunday – Next weekend, October 23-24th is the
annual World Mission Sunday collection. Please place your
envelope in with the regular collection. Thank you.
Emmanuel Radio Network is hosting our annual Fall Pledge
drive on Wednesday, Oct. 20 through Friday, Oct. 22. Listen
LIVE from 7:00am to 6:00pm. Help us celebrate our tenth
anniversary on the air and add prayer requests to your pledges.
There will be a special book giveaway on the 21 st! Be an angel
and support our 2021 Fall Pledge Drive! For More details or to
donate visit 1230Radio.com or call 508-767-1020. You can
also mail your tax-deductible gift to P.O. Box 20027 Worcester,
MA 01602. Emmanuel Radio – Truth for Life!

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

