Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 17th
Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deacon Joe Clonan
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Sunday, October 18th
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo
by his daughter Sarah
Paula Gaudet
by her husband Bob & family
10:30 AM
Angelo Femino
by his wife Anne & family
Florence Zarrella
by her son Dominic & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, October 19th
Sts. John de Brebeuf & Isaac Jogues, Priests & Martyrs
8:00 AM
Donald Cormier
by Amanda & Jackie LeBlanc
Tuesday, October 20th
St. Paul of the Cross, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, October 21st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, October 22nd
St. John Paul II, Pope
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, October 23rd
St. John of Capistrano, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, October 24th
Vigil: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Salvatore Salamone (3rd Anniversary) & Family
by his mother Grace
Sunday, October 25th
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Repose of the Souls of Life Care Residents
by Christian & Joycelyn Nogueira
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
The Emmanual & Erminia Morizzo Family
by Mary Morizzo
12:30 PM
Parishioners

October 17 - 18, 2020
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s.” (Matthew 22:21) Everything we are and
everything we have belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we
are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given each of us. All God is
asking is that we give back a portion of what He gave us. This is the
essence of Stewardship. God should be our first priority in
everything. All else comes second, especially our money.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 22:20-26
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10
Gospel Matthew 22:34-40

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Parish Facility Update: I want to keep everyone informed of the
maintenance issues we have addressed and ones that are in the
planning stages.
• Our handicap ramp has been structurally repaired.
• Routine maintenance has been done to the heating
systems for both the church and rectory to ready for the
fall & winter. Minor replacement parts were needed.
• Church ceiling & lighting replacement is currently in
progress in the Ell. The old ceiling tiles and supports are
down and new wiring is being installed for the lighting
before the new tiles can go up. While this in progress,
that section of the church is not in use.
• There is a portion of the church slate roof – in the rear
of the building – that needs replacement. Rockwell
Roofing has been selected for the project. We are
waiting on approval from the Diocesan Building
Commission before we move forward. They meet the first
week of November.
• There is a city water pipe that enters the rectory in need
of repair from the rectory to the street. The contractor &
the water department have been in contact and plan to
address this before the cold weather sets in.
If anyone has any questions or concerns on the above, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. With continued guidance from your
Finance Board, I will remain a good steward of the parish funds
and try to keep the buildings in good condition for our future.
CCD CLASSES –Please fill out the Registration Form found online
under the Parish Life tab. It has questions pertaining to your
comfort level and the way classes will be held. Please return them
ASAP. Thank you for your patience.
Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Quinn Rose Carbone
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
In today’s Gospel Jesus and the religious leaders in Jerusalem continue their tense exchange of questions and
challenges. At this point the disciples of the Pharisees, together with the Herodians, try to entrap Jesus by their question
about the payment of taxes.
Matthew sets up an unusual partnership between the Pharisees and the Herodians. The Herodians were
supporters of Herod Antipas, a Jewish political leader who collaborated with the Romans. Such collaboration would
have required a compromised observance of the Mosaic Law. The Pharisees, on the other hand, taught scrupulous
observance of the Mosaic Law and opposed the Roman occupation. Herodians favored the payment of taxes; the
Pharisees opposed it. The Herodians and the Pharisees approach Jesus, asking that he take sides in their dispute. If Jesus
answers with the Pharisees, he shows himself to be an enemy of Rome. If he answers with the Herodians, he offends
popular Jewish religious sensibilities.
Jesus’ response to this attempt to trap him exposes the guile of his questioners. From his first words to them,
Jesus shows that he is very much aware of what they are trying to do. He asks to see a Roman coin, which is readily
provided to him. It may have come from the hand of a Herodian, but the Pharisees show themselves to be quite willing
to accept this compromise. Jesus has already exposed the Pharisees as hypocrites.
Jesus takes his response one step further. He asks that his questioners examine the coin. Agreeing that it is
Caesar’s image on the coin, Jesus tells them that it must belong to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness altogether,
Jesus answers their question with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them that their obligation is to pay
to God that which belongs to God.
Jesus’ response to the Herodians and Pharisees suggests the ethic that Christians ought to adopt. It reminds us
of the importance of keeping things in their proper perspective. Do we attach ourselves to worldly things at the expense
of the love and honor that we owe to God?
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
These donations are picked
up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many individuals and
families rely on your donations. Please help those in immediate
need right in our own community.
St. Bernard Cemetery Lot & Columbarium Sale is going on now
until October 30th. The sale includes the grave lots in the New
Calvary section which was recently plotted with updated
regulations pertaining to monument & lot layouts. Also, their
newly constructed Columbarium with niches have reduced
prices. Please contact Ray Spagnuolo at the cemetery office
978-342-4820. Weekend & evening appointments if needed.
Virtual Bible Study for Middle School Youth Begins Today - All
middle school youth in 6-8th grade are invited to participate in
the Diocesan Middle School Bible Study! Join us for an 8-part
study as we take a closer look at Scripture, what it means, and
why it is important for our lives. If you are interested in learning
more about the Bible and how it all fits together, then this is the
perfect opportunity for you! Our study will be broken up into 8
sessions that will be roughly 45 minutes each. These sessions
will take place on the third Sunday of the month beginning on
October 18 at 6 pm. Over the course of the 8 sessions, we will
discuss how to read and approach the Bible, the basic story
from beginning to end, and how the Bible connects to our lives.

To sign up or for more information,
neworcester.org/middle-school-bible-study

go

to

Virtual Trivia and Theology for High School Youth
All high school youth are invited to join in for the next Trivia &
Theology night! Join us on the Sunday, Nov. 1 from 7-8pm via
Zoom. We will start with some miscellaneous trivia (top score
gets a $20 Dunkin gift card!). We’ll then continue with the next
part of our apologetics series which will be a discussion on the
topic “Why be a Christian?” We will explore the differences
between Christianity and other world religions and discuss who
Jesus really is and why it makes sense to follow Him. Our guest
speaker will be Derek Mobilio, one of our seminarians. To sign
up to receive the Zoom link or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/trivia....
Emmanuel Radio Fall Pledge Drive - Emmanuel Catholic Radio
will host a live three-day Fall Pledge Drive October 21-23 from
7 am–6 pm, . Your tax-deductible gift keeps Catholic radio on
the air. To donate call (508) 767-1230; online at
1230radio/com; or mail to Emmanuel Radio, P.O. Box 20027,
Worcester, MA 01602. For quality Catholic programming tune
to 1230AM, 970AM or 101.1FM Emmanuel Radio.
Prayer for the Election Year of a President
God of mercy, our nation is in a time of great transition. With all
of the injustice and fear in our world today, we ask you to inspire
us and guide us as we participate in the upcoming presidential
elections. We seek a government that upholds and protects
human rights and justice for all its citizens, regardless of race,
class, gender, or religion. Move and inspire us by your presence
among us in the most vulnerable in our society. For their tears
are your tears, their pain is your pain, their suffering is your
suffering. In gratitude for the right to vote, we pray.
- Anna Misleh-
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“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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