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WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. LeBlanc with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM (September through May)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 1st
Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mary G. O’Callaghan
by her daughter Judy Philbrook
Sunday, October 2nd
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Bruno DiPace
by his wife Lucille & family
10:30 AM
Giuseppina Volpe (16th Anniversary)
by her daughters Florence & Ann
7:00 PM
M. Joseph Batista
by his family
Monday, October 3rd
7:00 AM
Jospeh Marrone
by his children & grandchildren
7:00 PM

October 1-2, 2016
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of
power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy 1:7) Many of us
compartmentalize our Faith, we bring it out only when we
attend Mass or when we attend a parish event. Being a good
steward requires discipline and striving to put God first in
everything, all the time. The next time you are at a
neighborhood party, at work or out shopping, would your
actions signal to others that you are a good and faithful servant
of our Lord?

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel Luke 15:1-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Confirmation @ St. Francis of Assisi

Tuesday, October 4th
St. Francis of Asssisi
7:00 AM
Nicholas D. Mercadante
by Antonio & Ann Parisi

City Wide Confirmation will be held at St. Francis of Assisi
Church on Monday, October 3rd. Please keep all of the
confirmation candidates in your prayers.

Blessing of the Pets will be on Saturday, October

Wednesday, October 5th
7:00 AM
Open Intention

8th at 1 pm outside by the St. Anthony statue. In
case of inclement weather it will be held in the
church hall. All pets must be in pet carriers or on
leashes please.

Thursday, October 6th
St. Bruno, Priest & Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased

2016 Taste of the Diocese is a benefit evening to

Friday, October 7th
Our Lady of the Rosary
NO MASS
Saturday, October 8th
Vigil: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Jerry Horgan (Anniversary)
by his wife Joan
Sunday, October 9th
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Order Sons of Italy
by their fellow members
Baptism: Jake Dalli
7:00 PM
Lawrence Badagliacca (8th Anniversary)
& Nancy Badagliacca
by their family

recognize all of our diocesan priests and support the Priest
Retirement Fund. Held on October 13th from 5:30 – 7:30
pm at the Atrium at St. Vincent Hospital this evening will
feature different cuisines from local restuaurants as well as
ethnic cusines from several parishes around the diocese
along with a variety of wines, local handcrafted beers and
soft drinks. We are proud to announce that St. Anthony
Parish in conjunction with our very own Hospitality
Committee has been asked to showcase a sample of ethnic
Italian cusine. This is indeed a great honor as only several
parishes were asked. We invite those of you who are able, to
join us for what promises to be a wonderful opportunity to
honor our priests, active and retired, and to enjoy some great
food and beverages at the same time! Tickets are $100 each
payable by check or credit card. For a registration form
please check the entrances of the church. Can’t attend but
would like to contribute to help cover the rising cost of
retirement for the priests? Any contribution is gratefully
accepted. Don’t delay, less than two weeks remain!
Wedding Banns Announced for:
Craig Moretto & Giavana Fanelli

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
for the Raimo Family

September 24-25, 2016
Sunday Offerings
$3,352
Online Giving
$763
TOTAL
$4,115

FAITH THE SIZE OF A MUSTARD SEED
Jesus in today’s Gospel does not ask us to have the faith the
size of a mountain but rather the size of a mustard seed. It is
so small it cannot be measured with a measuring tape. It is as
small as the dot on the “i”. He telling us and his disciples that
it’s not what we can do with it, but it’s what God can do with our
tiny faith.
The apostles are crying for help: “give us more faith.” Jesus,
however, does not support their assessment. It’s not greater
quantity that is needed. He wants to make it quite clear that you
and I have all we need to cooperate with the Divine Energy and
Action of God. “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
could say to the mulberry bush, ‘be uprooted and be planted in
the sea,’ and it would obey you.” (Lk. 17:6) What looks
immovable is not.
Prior to these words about faith the size of a mustard seed
Jesus had been critiquing those who cause scandal and those
who cannot forgive. To the world these things may seem
impossible to change but not to God. He is telling his disciples
and us that we don’t need to increase our faith because we
already have the ability to cooperate with God in changing the
enduring negative patterns of human behavior. If for example
we continuously gossip, we can change with God’s grace. Or we
may be battling with impatience and may find ourselves
incapable of improving. But Christ is saying to us, if we have
even the tiniest faith in Him and in God, we will become patient
by the grace of God.
So if it’s not quantity faith but quality, what is quality faith? One
priest tells the story of a wedding which involved a very
successful hedge fund trader who was asking his fiancée to
sign a prenuptial agreement, “just in case”. Her misgivings
centered around the fact that though they were about to enter
into a communion of love, he was reserving what was “mine”,
and denying that all would be “ours”. Any sharing would be
hedged by an escape clause signifying a lack of faith that their
love would endure.
Jesus is saying that we cannot engage in a portfolio based on
the amount and duration of faith but on our trusting Him in the
“ours” of our relationship with Him, even if our “mutual fund” of
faith commitment is hardly of the same degree. Do we trust His
covenant with us?

- Fr. Leo

Please pray for the soul of
Kenneth Smith
who died this past week.
May he rest in the eternal peace of Christ.

SCHOOL NOTES
Blessing of the Pets – Fr. Leo will conduct a Blessing of the Pets
in the school parking lot on Tuesday, October 4th at 3 pm sharp.
Pets must be on a leash or in a carrier. Please call the school
for more information. If you are not able to come on this day,
we encourage you to come to the church on Saturday, October
8th at 1 pm – by the St. Anthony Statue.

“Soles for Souls!” – St. Anthony PTA is collecting old shoes to
donate to those in need. Please drop your shoes off at the
school during regular school hours of 9:15 – 3:00. Thank you
for your support!

St. Anthony School Annual Raffle Tickets – formerly know
as the “5-10” Club – are still on sale through the school office.
Although the September drawing has already passed you may
still purchase a ticket for the remaining months of October
through June at a cost of $45 (still $5 per month but paid in full
at time of ticket purchase). To make the raffle less confusing
and easier, there is only one (1) ticket (instead of a book of ten)
needed to be entered into each months drawings. This will
improve the odds of winning for everyone! You will have a
chance each month to win 1 of 10 cash prizes with your single
ticket purchase. The September winners will be posted in next
week’s bulletin. Please bring payment to the school in the form
of cash or check made out to St. Anthony School. Please call
the school for questions. 100% of the proceeds go directly to
the school to supliment their general operating costs. Good
Luck!
One $500 prize winner
Three $100 prize winners
Four $50 prize winners
Two $25 prize winners.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Montachusett Chorale presents its Hot Fugue Sundae's
"Spotlight on Swing" to benefit The Wall That Heals - the
Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall Memorial, on October 15th at
7 pm in Tata Auditorium, Leominster City Hall. A free will offering
will be taken.

TV Worth Watching - Conversation with Bishop McManus on
Celebrate Priesthood 2016, with guests, Sr. Mary Ann Bartell,
CSE and Msgr. John Doran, will air as follows: Fitchburg
Comcast CH 8 and Verizon CH 35 Thursday, Oct. 6th at 9:30
am.,& 5pm; Friday at 9:30 am.

MCFL Pro-Life Event in Boston
Massachusetts Citizens for Life will hold its “Massachusetts
March for Life” on Sunday, Oct. 9 from 1 – 4 p.m. on Boston
Common. The event bears witness to the value of all human
life and raises money for agencies providing pro-life services
throughout the Commonwealth. All are welcome to join and the
March which begins with a presentation by Cardinal Seán
O’Malley and other speakers, followed by the walk around the
perimeter of the Public Garden and Boston Common.

Open House at St. Bernard's Central Catholic High School
On Sunday, October 23 from 1-3 p.m. Prospective students and
their families will have an opportunity to meet faculty and
current students, take a student-led tour and learn more about
our curriculum, athletics, and extra-curricular activities Visit
www.stbernardscchs.org.
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