Saint Anthony of Padua
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www.stanthonyfitchburg.net
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Saint Anthony School

Weekdays 9-3 (closed Thursdays)
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978-342-4706
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Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
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978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Permanent Deacon

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian
Prayer Line
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978-342-4706
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youth@stanthonyfitchburg.net

John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org
Sarah Dyer, Administrative Assistant
Sarah.Dyer@worcesterdiocesek12.org

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. LeBlanc with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM (September through May)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 29th
Vigil: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Salvatore Greco &
Joseph Altieri, Jr. Families
by Mary Altieri

Sunday, October 30th
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Rena DiNatale
by Ed & Sue Cronin
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by wife Marianne & family
7:00 PM
Open Intention
Monday, October 31st
7:00 AM
All Forgotten Souls
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Tuesday, November 1st
All Saints
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
2:00 PM
School Mass
7:00 PM
Helen (Marrella) O’Connor
by her daughter Diane
Wednesday, November 2nd
All Souls
7:00 AM
All Faithful Departed Souls
Thursday, November 3rd
St. Martin de Porres, Religious
7:00 AM
Open Intention

October 29-30, 2016
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, half
of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I extorted
anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over.’” (LUKE
19:8) We are all called to graciously give back to the Lord in
proportion to the blessings we have been given. This means
everyone isn’t called to give the same amount, but is called to
give equal sacrifice. No amount is too small or
insignificant! Open your heart, how is God calling you?

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
Second Reading 2 Thesolonians 2:16-3:5
Gospel Luke 10:27-38

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Annointing of the Sick – Next weekend November 5-6th, Fr.
Leo will be offering Annointing of the Sick at all Masses for
any individual who wishes to be annointed for healing of any
kind, both body and mind. Please call the office- 978-3424706 - with your name and at which Mass you will attend.
Thank you.

All Saints – Masses for All Saints Day will be held on
Tuesday, November 1st at 7:00 AM, 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM.
Please mark your calendars accordingly.

Hospitality Committee meets on Tuesday, November 1st at
6:30 pm in the church hall. All are welcome to join us as we
plan for the socials after Mass on the weekend of November
6th . New members are always welcome!

Mass Intention Book will be open on Wednesday,

Friday, November 4th
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop
NO MASS
Saturday, November 5th
Vigil: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Nicholas L. Macchio (9th Anniversary)
by his family
Sunday, November 6th
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
Anna Celona
by Frank Celona & family
7:00 PM
Open Intention

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Special Intention
by L.M.

November 9th at 10 AM. This is for the months of January –
June only. Please remember that there is a limit of FOUR
weekend Masses for the entire year. We ask you to please
be courteous to others when booking your weekend Masses.
No phone requests on this day please. Thank you.

Choir News

St. Anthony Choir is in need of voices, both for the weekend
liturgies as well as the upcoming holiday season. The
commitment to the choir is small – rehearsal on Wednesday
evening at 6:30 (for about 1 hour) and the weekend Mass of
your choice. We will soon be preparing for the Advent and
Christmas seasons.
The rehearsal schedule is as follows:
November 9th & 16th
December 7th, 14th & 21st
If you are high school age or older please consider joining us.
If you have questions please call Judy Allardice at 978-5349191.

October 22-23, 2016
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,150
$796
$2,946

JOY IS BEING TRUE TO OUR TRUE SELF
Zachaeus in today’s Gospel represents those of us who are truly
interested in seeing Jesus. It’s not enough to look at Jesus. He
wanted to really see Christ and grasp what He was all about.
Zachaeus is a true seeker of Christ. Even though he is a sinner,
like all of us, and even though he is small and considered trash
by the “respected members” of the community, he wants above
all to see and understand who Jesus really is. But the crowd
prevents him from doing so. The crowd represents spiritual
dullness and the way of the world.
Zachaeus perseveres, however, and climbs up the sycamore
tree, a reference to the Prophet Amos who calls us to genuine
repentance and God’s Justice. He not only sees Jesus, but
Jesus sees him. When we climb the tree of repentance and
Justice, we are not only able to see Jesus but above all He sees
us: “Zachaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your
house today.” In literature, house is always a symbol of self.
Therefore, Jesus is revealing to Zachaeus and to us that He
intends to stay in us.
Zachaeus’ response is excitement and happiness. Yet in order
to be seen by the Lord, like the prodigal son, he had to make
the first move. We, as human beings, must overcome the
obstacles of being attached to the world, its possessions and
whatever prevents us from truly seeing Jesus, and the great joy
He brings when He abides in our hearts. Do we know a family
member, or a friend or co-worker who can’t see Christ because
of the “crowd”, or the things of this world that prevents them
from being true to himself or herself?
This Gospel makes us realize that grace is always waiting and
watching. When Jesus declares that He wants to stay at
Zachaeus’ house, He is saying that He wants to enter our
consciousness and transform it with His own consciousness. He
wants to shape our minds and hearts according to His mind and
heart. That this has happened, is evidenced By Zachaeus’
extravagant and generous love, which reflects Christ’s
generous Love.
How generous is our Love and our sharing in Christ’s name,
what in reality belongs to God anyway? We are the stewards of
God’s manifold blessings. As we prepare for the feast of All
Saints, we are reminded that we are all saints in progress,
stewards of His Love, each one of us a child of God.

- Fr. Leo
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Saturday, November 5th @
10 AM at the Holy Rosary Campus. If you would like to join the
ministry, know of someone in need of a shawl or lap blanket or
would like to make a donation of yarn or money (100% of the
donations are used in the making of shawls and lap blankets),
please call Barbara Leger at 978-342-1546.

St. Joseph’s Parish Dance The next dance will be held on
Saturday night, November 12th, from 7pm ‘til 11pm in the
church hall, 49 Woodland St., Fitchburg. $7 per person. Cash
Bar. C’mon down and dance or just socialize! It’s a fun night out!

Experience Monastic Living for a Weekend - Have you ever
thought that your call is to do something bigger than yourself?
Wondering if God is calling you to a deeper encounter with Him?
Come for a weekend to St. Mary’s Monastery, a contemplative
Benedictine monastery of monks in Petersham. We live
monastic life of prayer and work radically centered on Christ
and structured around the Seven Hours of the Divine Office. We
are inviting single men (18-40) on Nov. 4- 6, 2016 to experience
life from within the rhythm and balance of Benedictine
monastic prayer and community life in a house of Benedictine
monks. Visit us at www.stmarysmonastery.org if you are
interested or would like more information please contact Father
Gregory at monks@stmarysmonastery.org or at 978-724-3350.

Day of Prayer for Women – The Sisters of the Presentation of
the Blessed Virgin mary are sponsoring a Day of Prayer of Mercy
for women at Presentation Convent, 99 Church St., Leominser
on Saturday, November 5th. Sr. Charlene O’Leary, PBVM will be
the presenter. The day will begin at 9:30 with refreshments and
will end by 3 pm. There will be an opportunity for quiet reflection
and sharing. Lunch will be included. Free will offerings are
accepted. In an effort to assist those less fortunate, we invite
each participant to donate a pair of new gloves/mittens. To
register please call Sr. Mary Anne Seliga 978-537-7108.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter “For you love all things that
are and loathe nothing that you have made;” Celebrate the love
of God for us and for each other by strengthening, renewing and
rekindling our marriages by participating in a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends
are Dec 2-4, 2016 in Duxbury, MA and Jan 20-22, 2017 in
Duxbury, MA. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.
URGENT NEED

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion are needed to help
serve our faithful in area Nursing Homes. If you are able
to go once a week to one of our area nursing homes,
please contact Jo Belli at 978-537-4802 or see Fr. Leo for
more information. This is a very rewarding ministry that is
so appreciated by all those who are not able to attend
Mass anymore. Please seriously pray on this to consider
if God is calling you to bring Him to those so eager to
receive. Contact Jo or Father Leo as soon as possible as
this is an urgent need.

St. Cecilia's "Christmas In Acadia" Fair - On Friday, Nov. 11
from 5-9 pm and Saturday Nov. 12 from 11 am-7:30 pm enjoy
traditional French-Canadian foods featuring Poutines, Rapee,
Fricot and meat pies. Or choose from our extensive kitchen
menu and end your meal at the pie booth or at the baked goods
table. Chinese Auction, $3000 Major Raffle, Theme Baskets,
variety of handmade Craft items and a large Flea Market
available for your enjoyment. Come on by and have your picture
taken with Santa for “free” on Friday between 6 & 7:30pm and
on Saturday between 11:30am & 1pm. There will be face
painting and a variety of game booths for children of all
ages! Live entertainment on Saturday afternoon and the "Twin
City Fiddlers" will perform from 5:30 to 7:30pm. Take the
weekend off from cooking. Come enjoy the food and festivities!
St. Cecilia Parish is at 188 Mechanic St., Leominster.

Please Patronize Our Advertisers
Smith-Mallahy-Masciarelli Funeral Homes

243 Water Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420
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Brandon

Funeral Home
www.RollstoneBank.com

978-345-1061

(978) 343-4444
In loving memory of
John Morse

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

www.sarasinirrigation.com

Peace....
in our lives...today.
It’s up to you

Kim Morse, Owner
978.342-2888 • Fax: 978.345.0417
Email: kmorse@morseprinting.com
1121 Water Street • Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Gregory May
Funeral Director

www.champarealty.com

graphic design
printing and copying
presentation graphics

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

This
Space
Available

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

