Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 31st
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Antoinette Balducci
by the Macchio family
MaryAnn (Sacino) Fuhs
by her family
Sunday, September 1st
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
Kenneth Paul (10th Anniversary)
by his children
Richard Bastien
by his wife Ann & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 2nd
LABOR DAY
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Tuesday, September 3rd
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church

7:00 AM

Open Intention

Wednesday, September 4th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, September 5th
St. Teresa of Calcutta

7:00 AM

Open Intention

Friday, September 6th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 7th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti, Sr. & John, Jr.
by Ann & family
Sunday, September 8th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Deceased of Deacon Edgar & Mary
Blackwelder & Family
by Don & Teresa Peirce
10:30 AM
Mario Scaficchia
by his family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

September 1, 2019
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to
repay you." (Luke 14:13-14) We have a difficult time with the concept of
giving without expecting something in return. Even when we give to
charity, we often want something in return – a raffle ticket, a dinner, a
chance to play golf or our name in print. Yet, as Christian stewards, we
need to remember that the true reward for our giving awaits us in
heaven.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Wisdom 9:13-18b
Second Reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Gospel Luke 14:25-33

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Building & Maintenance Collection will take place at all Masses
NEXT weekend. Thank you for your continued generosity that has
helped to bridge the gap of our maintenance costs during this
past year!
Bulletin Announcements: If anyone is requesting an item placed
in the bulletin for the weekend of September 14-15 that
information will have to be submitted no later than Monday,
September 2nd via email to the church. The bulletin will go to
press on Tuesday, September 3rd of next week. Thank you.
Monday is Labor Day, a Legal Holiday. Mass will be celebrated at
8:00 am and the office will be closed all day.
Temporary Office Hour Change – The office hours will be 10:00 noon Tuesday, September 3 through Thursday, September 12.
Reminder: the office is always closed on Friday. The office will
resume regular hours of 9:00 – 3:00 beginning on Monday,
September 16.
Attention all Mass Ministers – Scheduling requests for the fall
months has been sent out. Please return your forms by
September 8th. Individuals who have not returned their forms will
be scheduled at will. Please help us to ensure that Fr. Juan has
adequate altar help for all Masses. Thank you.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: School has begun. Religious
Education Classes for students in Grades 1-8 and high school 911 will begin soon. These classes are for students who are NOT
currently attending a Catholic school. Registration forms are
available online or in the back of the church. Please fill out a
registration form for each of your children that will be enrolling as
soon as possible and place it in the collection basket or mail it to
the church office. There is no cost. We will notify you of the start
date and class times in the coming weeks. Your help in
registering your child/children before September is much
appreciated. Registration & preparation for First Holy
Communion (2nd grade) and Confirmation (high school) is for all
students regardless of where they attend school. Please speak
to Fr. Juan for questions.

Dear Friends,
On this twenty second Sunday of Ordinary Time, the Church calls our attention to a very important
Christian virtue, humility. It is an attribute and quality of God which all his children must strive to possess
and live. We are therefore enjoined this Sunday to reflect deeply on this great virtue. Also, we are called to
imitate the humility of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the mediator of the new covenant.
The gospel takes us to the climax of today’s good news. Christ exhorts us: “…Everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.” Jesus teaches the importance of
humility and simplicity in our Christian journey. In this regard, we have a lot to learn from the Blessed
Virgin Mary who humbled herself. Her humility was so remarkable that God exalted her to be the Mother of
His Son.
Mary attested to this through her Magnificat: “My soul glorifies the Lord…for He has been mindful of
the humble state of His servant…He has brought down rulers from their thrones and has lifted up the
humble”
Therefore, there is no reason to wonder why Christ was humble. He had humble parents and learnt
humility from them. Also, we must emulate the humility of Christ and Mary in order to be like them.
There is nothing to lose by being humble. Proverb tells us that: “Humility and the fear of the Lord brings
wealth, honor, and life”. On the contrary, pride results in defeat and shame. Any spiritual life that is not
based on humility will definitely be an empty one. This is because such a Christian will only work for
himself, and without regards for others.
Finally, the church teaches us that: “Humility is the foundation of prayer”. Only a humble heart can
come and prostrate before God in prayer. A humble person is always ready to ask for guidance from God and
from others. He is also ready to listen and learn from others. It takes humility to say please, and also, to ask
for forgiveness. So, let us humbly implore the Lord:
“O Jesus! Meek and humble of heart, make my heart like yours. From the desire to be honored and esteemed
deliver me!”
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, but you may bring your items anytime.

more. The cost is $20 because this is a private event. For
registration or for more information please email Fr. Leo
LeBlanc at fathrleb@gmail.com or 508-450-0281. Open to all
in the Worcester Diocese. The deadline for registration
is Friday, Sept. 6 at 5 PM.

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.

AREA CHURCH FAIRS
Our Lady of The Lake 43rd Parish Bazaar, 1400 Main Street,
Leominster, will be held on two days in September. Friday,
September 6th from 5-10pm and Saturday, September 7th from
12-10pm. Come enjoy food, games and much more!
St. Edward the Confessor Fall Festival, 10 Church Street,
Westminster on Saturday, September 14th from 10 – 6pm. Full
food court all day with a chicken BBQ at noon.
Holy Cross Parish in Templeton, Chicken BBQ to be held at the
Otter River Sportsmen’s Club on Sunday, September 15th from
11-3pm. $10 for half chicken, $8 for a quarter chicken. Meals
served from 12 to 2pm only. Come for carnival games, bake
sale, lobster and more!

BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF GOD IN ART - Fr. Leo LeBlanc, pastor
of St. Mary & St. Philip Parishes in North Grafton and Grafton
Center, is offering an evening of reflection and meditation at the
Worcester Art Museum, Thursday, Sept. 12 from 6-9 pm (preregistration required). The presentations include the Cistercian
Chapter Room at the lower level, the angel who stirs the waters
at the pool of Siloam, a 15th century Venetian Madonna &
Child. In the European Gallery we will mediate on paintings of
John the Baptist, St. Bartholomew, the Betrayal of Christ and

Memorial Service for Aborted Children - On Saturday,
September 14, pro-life Americans throughout the country will
gather at for Solemn vigils at designated sites to commemorate
the more than 61 million babies who have lost their lives to
legal abortion since 1973, and to remind our society of the
humanity of the unborn child. Please join us for the memorial
service in our community at St. Bernard Parish at St. Camillus
Church, 333 Mechanic Street on Saturday, September 14th at
12 noon.

Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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