Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 9th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti, Sr. & son John Pacetti, Jr.
by wife & mother Ann & family
Sunday, September 10th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Geneva Orlando
by the Saccone’s
10:30 AM

Rhea Dantini
by Carol & Wayne

Monday, September 11th
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, September 12th
The Most Holy Name of Mary
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, September 13th
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Peter Celona
by Grace & Mario Zarrella
Thursday, September 14th
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
7:00 AM
Roger Leblond
by his daughter Danielle
Friday, September 15th
Our Lady of Sorrows
NO MASS
Saturday, September 16th
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Sr. Janet Badagliacca
by Elena Valeri
17th

Sunday, September
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Rose Champa
by Leo & Rosalyn Piro
10:30 AM

Eva Vitone
by her husband Pat & children

September 9-10, 2017
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the
house of Israel.” (EZEKIEL 33:7) Many of us are generous
with our gifts. However, how often is our generosity at the
minimum level required? We do just enough or give just
enough. Remember, the Lord calls us to be generous with
all the gifts He has given us, to grow them and return them
with increase.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Sirach 27:30-28:7
Second Reading Romans 14:7-9
Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Hospitality Committee meets on Monday, September
11th at 6:30 in the church hall. All are welcome to join!
“Welcome Back” Reception for Fr. Juan – Now that
everyone has returned from vacation, please join us the
weekend of September 16-17 after all Masses for a
reception with light refreshments and good company. If you
haven’t introduced yourself to Fr. Juan yet, now is the time!
Please join us as and spend a few minutes with Father.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Fr. Juan would like all
parents of children in grades 1 through 8 to know that we
WILL be having religious education classes for your children
here at the parish beginning in October. Registration forms
are available online or in the back of the church. Please fill
one out and return them ASAP so we may begin to
formulate our new program. First Communion as well as
Confirmation Preparation classes will also be held HERE at
St. Anthony Parish. Again, please fill out a registration form
as soon as possible. More information is coming in the
weeks ahead.
“The Patch Gala” – Everyone is welcome to join us at the
Fitchburg Senior Center on Saturday, October 7th from 4-10
PM for an afternoon and evening featuring a cocktail hour
from 4-5:30 with Italian music, full Italian dinner at 6 PM
and dancing from 7-10 PM. Tickets are $40 per person and
are going fast! For information please contact Patty Vacca
Martin 978-790-9427 or Elena Morizzo Valeri at 978-4132137. Tickets are going fast, don’t delay!

WEEKLY COLLECTION SEPTEMBER 2-3, 2017
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Rose Champa
by George & Marianne Baho

Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$3,019
$332
$3,351

My Dear Friends,
Do you remember studying in American History about individualism? It was an interesting
philosophy on willing to live apart from everyone, dealing with nature and life alone. “Individualists” didn’t
like if someone moved in a mere ten miles away. As Christians, we are communal. We depend on each other
for support, for help, for strength. This is obvious as we respond to each other’s natural needs and
crises. We also need each other for our spiritual lives. Jesus did not establish a federation of individuals. He
established a Church. He called upon us to unite as one person, one body, the Body of Christ. He knew that
we would be infinitely stronger united. He promised He would be with us.
The Gospel reading for this weekend is sometimes called the Dissertation on the Church. It is
quite realistic. It talks about the way we deal with people whose mistakes can destroy themselves and hurt
the community. “If your brother sins against you, go to him and tell him. If that doesn’t work, go again with
friends to support you. If that doesn’t work, ask the whole Church for help with him, and so forth.”
The readings also tell us that as members of a faith community we are accountable to each
other. Quite often, we miss this. We might consider ourselves accountable to God, but we don’t consider the
effect our actions have on each other. What we are overlooking is that God is present in the
community. The Church is the Body of Christ. If we hurt another person, we are offending Christ within that
other person as well as offending the entire Christian community. If we claim we are Christian, we have a
responsibility to all other Christians to behave in a Christian way. We are accountable to each other, and to
all others in the Church, and even to those who are not Christians.
We are better people when we sense the deep responsibility we have towards each other. You
husbands and wives are better people because you treasure each other and choose your actions based on
your love for your spouse. You parents don’t let bad things into your homes because you are raising God’s
children. You Teens keep the garbage out of your lives because you are in love with Love, with God, and are
looking forward to the future He is preparing for you. And all of us in ministry continually change our
behavior for the sake of those to whom we minister, as well as the Ultimate One we serve.
Please keep in mind the importance of working TOGETHER!!!
Our Saint Anthony’ October Feast is coming up and we will have the opportunity to show
ourselves that we are a family and that when we are united together, and united with Jesus, we can hold the
weight of the world.
We come to Church every Sunday to form a community of prayer. None of us can form a
community alone. We need each other to form this community. We come and pray as a community to the
One who is our head and our heart. And we ask Him to protect us from the evils of the world, outside us and
within us. We pray to God to bind us together into the community of love.
We need each other, and we need Jesus. And we have each other. And we have Jesus. We are the
Body of Christ. We are the Church…
WE ARE SAINT ANTHONY’S FAMILY!
Jesus said, "Whoever wants to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me."
Love & Prayer,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Owe nothing to anyone,
except to love one another; for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law.” Discover how to more easily love one
another by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are September 1617 in Medway, MA and October 21-22 in Contoocook, NH.
For more information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.
International Food Festival to be held on the grounds of
Holy Family of Nazareth Parish, 750 Union Street,
Leominster on Saturday, September 16 from 11am -8pm.

Nationally Acclaimed Artist at St. Bernard C.C.H.S.
On Saturday, Sept. 16 at 7:15 pm, St. Bernard’s Central
Catholic H.S. will host Artist extraordinaire Rob Surette
and his inspirational speed-painting show. Rob is a TopTier Master Fine Artist for Disney, Star Wars, Dream
Works, DC Comics and Muppets. He has appeared on
TODAY, Good Morning America, The Tonight Show and
with Oprah Winfrey. Don’t miss this incredible, uplifting
performance. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for
students and seniors. To reserve tickets, contact Mrs.
Rouleau at 978-342-3212.

ST. ANTHONY’S OCTOBER FEAST
October 21, 2017 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We are planning a feast and need your help! As we pull together as a community let’s
make this day a success … we are already on our way.
What can you do? Below are several ways you can help and be a part of our 1st Annual St.
Anthony October Feast. We need helpers, sponsors and donations for our raffle.
Helpers and Workers are needed for set-up and break-down as well as booths. This only
requires a few hours of your day and you will have time to enjoy the festivities as well!
Please fill out and return to the Church Office OR drop in collection basket. Pat DiConza will contact
you for scheduling OR call Pat directly at 508-826-4858.

I would like to sign up as a Helper:
NAME: _________________________________________ TELEPHONE: ______________________________

Donations for Raffles: We are looking for donations of Sports Tickets, Theater or
Concert Tickets – OR– Liquor for our Wheelbarrow of Booze. Bottles of liquor, gin,
vodka, whiskey, scotch, wine, etc. … can be dropped off at the Church Office for this prize
winning raffle!
Booth Sponsors: We are looking for Gold, Silver and Bronze … $200 Gold Booth
Sponsor, $100 Silver Booth Sponsor, $25 Bronze Food Sponsor … to be recognized at the
Feast!
I would like to be a
NAME:
ADDRESS:

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

$200 … Silver $100 … Bronze $25 … Sponsor: (circle)
TELEPHONE: ______________________________
Please drop at office OR drop in collection basket
OR mail to: St. Anthony Parish, 84 Salem St.
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Make checks payable to: St. Anthony Parish

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR COMMITTEE:
Finance/Donations: Deb Mercadante (978) 618-1684—Food: Cindy Merrill (978) 424-5061—Pastry: Patty Martin
(978) 790-9427—Raffle/Helpers: Pat DiConza (508) 826-4858—Kid’s Activities: Therese Garner (978) 868-6813—
Grounds and Logistics: Mark Tocci (508) 932-9036 and Guy Arsenault (978) 343-7836—Marketing: Fr. Juan
Ramirez (978) 342-2491 and Angela Saball (978) 866-8332.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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