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WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. LeBlanc with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM (September through May)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 17th
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Paula Goguen (6th Anniversary)
Requested by her husband
Sunday, September 18th
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mary Celona
Requested by Frank Celona & family
10:30 AM
John & Florinda Sacino
Requested by their family
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
7:00 PM
Louise Pagnotto (2nd Anniversary)
Requested by her daughters
Monday, September 19th
St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr
7:00 AM
Rena DiNatale
Requested by the Macchio family

September 17-18, 2016
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

““No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love
the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon (wealth).” (LUKE 16:13) Is
money a “god” that you put before God? Giving money to
support the Church and other charity is a pillar of our Faith, just
like attending Mass every Sunday and participating in parish
ministry. Giving money frees us from being a slave to money
and increases our dependence on God and to trust that He will
provide all that we need.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Gospel Luke 16:19-31

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Tuesday, September 20th
Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon & Paul Chong Ha-sang, Priests
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Vincenzo Salamone
Family
Requested by Vincenzo Salamone

THE YOUTH GROUP “LIFTED” program is in full swing and is
held every Sunday evening beginning at 5 PM in the church
hall followed by Mass at 7 PM. We welcome all high school
aged students.

Wednesday, September 21st
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased

partnered with St. Joseph Parish on 49 Woodland Street,
Fitchburg for Religious Education Classes. Classes for
grades Kindergarten – 8 have begun and are held on Sunday
mornings from 10 – 11 AM in St. Joseph Church hall or on
Tuesday afternoons from 4 – 5 PM at the Madonna of the
Holy Rosary Campus. You must pick one day only.
Information along with a registration form has been mailed
out to all parish families. If you did not receive one, please
call the church office immediately. For questions please call
Bette Brunell at 978-343-7281.

Thursday, September 22nd
7:00 AM
Loretta, Martin & Joseph Jean-Louis
Requested by Margaret Jean-Louis
Friday, September 23rd
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
NO MASS
Saturday, September 24th
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francesco Pennetti
Requested by his children
Sunday, September 25th
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla
Requested by his family
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
Requested by his wife Marianne
7:00 PM
Frank Pennetti
Requested by the DiVito family

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Special Intentions
by L.M.

Religious Education Classes - For the second year we have

Altar Society meets on Saturday, September 24th in the
church at 10am. We are still in need of individuals who can
help with the decorating and maintenance of the altar area.
The time commitment is small but the rewards are great!
Come serve at the altar of the Lord. For questions call Ann
Parisi at 978-342-9494 or Father Leo.

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Saturday, October 1st @ 10
AM at the Holy Rosary Campus. If you would like to join the
ministry, know of someone in need of a shawl or lap blanket
or would like to make a donation of yarn or money (100% of
the donations are used in the making of shawls and lap
blankets), please call Barbara Leger at 978-342-1546.

September 10-11, 2016
Sunday Offerings
$3,686
Online Giving
$783
TOTAL
$4,469

Respect Life Sunday - The 40 Days for Life national team is
JESUS SEES THE BIGGER PICTURE
Jesus was wiser about money and the world than we think.
Many business people would see money as a means to provide
a certain physical and social security. But Jesus understood the
deeper problem: money can easily come in competition with
God who ultimately is the only security and our only solid rock.
In today’s Gospel, wealth easily becomes dishonest because it
promises something it cannot deliver: real security. Some
Christians pray for wealth and success and sees God’s blessing
them is a sign of His “favor” (as if God loved the poor less
because they do not have wealth and success like they do.) For
these “Christians” God has become a servant of what they truly
worship: money or mammon. On the other hand when “money
is at the service of God, it is freed from the role of “surrogate
god”, and becomes just money, one of many servants of the
Living God.
Unfortunately the devil today is winning many people over by
the “busy-ness of business”. One doctor complained to his
therapist that materialism was killing his soul. “I’m so
preoccupied with worldly things that I have no time to open my
heart and mind to the spiritual and to God. It’s interesting that
the more we try to communicate with electronic devices, the
more estranged we seem to be from one another and from
ourselves.
Perhaps the important issue is not money but time. How much
quality time are you and I giving to God? Workaholism has more
to do with being grounded in the world than in God. It has more
to do with making money our “god” and main preoccupation at
the expense of starving our souls. Many of us have lost our
capacity for silence, that is, our capacity to wait on God.
On the other end of the spectrum we have the Mother Teresas’
in life whose souls are are not starving but well fed. The
question is: How robust is your soul? Thoreau who went to
Walden Pond wrote: “When it comes time for me to die, let it
not be said that I have not lived.” Hopefully we come here on
Sundays not to punch in the clock and then punch out, but we
are here to learn how to nourish our very souls.
What can we learn from each other to help us to spiritually
thrive? The question of the week is: “Am I really spiritually alive
or am I just existing, unaware of what my life is really all about?

- Fr. Leo

launching a “50 States in 40 Days” bus tour. The team is going
to travel to vigil sites in each state. Worcester has been given
the honor of hosting the statewide rally for Massachusetts from
7 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 2nd, which is Respect Life
Sunday! St. Bernard’s @ St. Camillus is hiring a bus to bring
people from our area to the Worcester Rally. You won’t need to
worry about driving or parking. There is no cost involved.
We need to have at least 25 people signed up to ride the bus
by September 24th. This is one week to get the word out on the
Rally and identify people who will ride the bus. To sign up for
the free bus ride please call or e-mail Pam at the rectory at 978343-7459 or stbernardfitch@verizon.net.

MCFL Pro-Life Event in Boston
Massachusetts Citizens for Life will hold its “Massachusetts
March for Life” on Sunday, Oct. 9 from 1 – 4 p.m. on Boston
Common. The event bears witness to the value of all human
life and raises money for agencies providing pro-life services
throughout the Commonwealth. All are welcome to join and the
March which begins with a presentation by Cardinal Seán
O’Malley and other speakers, followed by the walk around the
perimeter of the Public Garden and Boston Common.

RETREAT BY THE OCEAN NOVEMBER 6-9, 2016
Fr. Leo and Fr. Ken Cardinale will again be giving a retreat in
Biddeford Pool, Maine, beginning Sunday evening, November
6th with supper and concluding Wednesday morning, November
9th with Mass at 11 AM. A $20 deposit will assure you of a place
for this retreat which will focus on Saint Teresa of Calcutta who
will be canonized a saint on September 4th. We will consider the
book based on her private letters called Come, Be My Light. The
paradox is that we become the Light of Christ for others by our
willingness to enter the darkness of faith. For more info, please
see Fr. Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

Yard Sale – Please stop by our 19th Annual Yard Sale for Haiti
Missions on September 24th from 9-2 pm at 25 Pierce St., off
Route 13 in Leominster. Proceeds benefit the Franciscan
Missionaries nutrition center for children and the medical clinic
in Aquin, Haiti. For questions call Emery of Jeannita at 978537-1907. Rain date of Sunday, September 25th.

The St. Anthony School Annual Raffle Ticket – formerly

SCHOOL NOTES
St. Anthony School will have their first School/Parish Mass on
September 25th at the 10:30 Mass. We invite you to join the
students along with their families, teachers and staff. There will
be light refreshments following the Mass, in the church hall.
Everyone is invited to join us as we celebrate the opening of a
new school year!

Catholic School Collection – On the weekend of September
23-24th there will be a second collection for the Annual Catholic
Schools. Please note that all money collected goes directly to
St. Anthony School. If you have family or friends that go to a
parish that does not have a Catholic School, ask them to
designate their donation to St. Anthony’s!

“Soles for Souls!” – St. Anthony PTA is collecting old shoes to
donate to those in need. Please drop your shoes off at the
school during regular school hours of 9:15 – 3:00. Thank you
for your support!

know as the “5-10” Club – will be on sale after all the Masses
next weekend. To make the raffle less confusing and
easier, there is only one (1) ticket (instead of a book of ten)
needed to be entered into each of the 10 months, September
– June, drawings. This will improve the odds of winning for
everyone! The price remains $50. You will have a chance each
month to win 1 of 10 cash prizes with your single ticket
purchase. The first drawing will take place on Sept. 30th.
Please call the school for questions and come prepared to
purchase a ticket. Cash or check made out to St. Anthony
School will be accepted. 100% of the proceeds go directly to
the school to supliment their general operating costs. Good
Luck!
One $500 prize winner
Three $100 prize winners
Four $50 prize winners
Two $25 prize winners.
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