Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 21st
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Louise Pagnotto (5th Anniversary)
by her daughters
Gloria Stone
by her friend
Sunday, September 22nd
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla
by his family
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
John & Florinda Sacino
by his family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 23rd
St. Paul of Pietreicina, Priest

7:00 AM

Antonio & Rose Ingemi
by their grandchildren
Tuesday, September 24th
7:00 AM
John J. Belli
by his sister Jo
Wednesday, September 25th
7:00 AM
Antonio & Grazia Quartarone
by their grandchildren
Thursday, September 26th
Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs

7:00 AM

Dominic & Mary Ingemi
by their children
Friday, September 27th
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest

7:00 AM

NO MASS

Saturday, September 28th
Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francesco Penetti
by his children & grandchildren
Sunday, September 22nd
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Geneva & Michael Orlando
by their daughter Elise
10:30 AM
Open Intention
11:45 AM
12:30 PM

BAPTISM
Thomas M. Tramontozzi, III
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
The candle will not be lit
if no intentions were requested.

September 21 - 22, 2019
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other
or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon (wealth).” (Luke 16:13) Is money a “god” that you put before
God? Giving money to support the Church and other charity is a pillar of
our faith, just like attending Mass every Sunday and participating in
parish ministry. Giving money frees us from being a slave to money. It
increases our dependence on God and our trust that God will provide all
that we need.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Gospel Luke 16:19-31

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Attention all Mass Ministers – The Minister Schedule for October
thru January 31, 2020 has been emailed. If you do not receive
your schedule this way or would like a paper one, copies are
available in the sacristy in the holder hanging on the back of the
door. Please pick one up. Thank you.

St. Anthony Christmas Fair will be held on November 30, 2019
at Madonna of the Holy Rosary Hall. The Christmas Fair
Committee invites you to an informational meeting on September
23rd at 6:30 in our church hall. The committee heads will be
forming their teams and having the first meeting directly after the
information portion. Please consider helping us. If any of these
“jobs” interest you, here are the Committee Heads, they welcome
your help!
Event Chair:
Marketing/Advertising:
Food:

Debbie Mercadante
Linda Allaire
Tony Mercadante & Martha
LaLancette
STA Craft Booth
Kim Avery & Sandy Champa
Children’s Activity:
Angela Saball
Outside Vendors:
Annie Saball
Pastry Booth:
Patty Martin
Family Baskets Raffle:
Gina Hanley & Lorna Brooks
Set-up & Breakdown (Clean-up): Dennis & Julie Thibodeau

The Hospitality Committee meets on Monday, September 30th at
6pm in the church hall. This is a great time for new members!
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Final preparations have begun for
the opening of the Religious Education Classes for students in
Grades 1-8 and high school 9-11. If you have not submitted a
registration form, please do so immediately. Each student needs
a registration form, even if they attended last year. Please fill one
out for each of your children that will be attending and place it in
the collection basket or mail it to the church office. There is no
cost. We will notify you of the start date and class times next
weekend. Your help in registering your child/children before the
start of class is much appreciated. Registration & preparation for
First Holy Communion (2nd grade) and Confirmation (high school)
is for all students regardless of where they attend school. Please
speak to Fr. Juan for questions.

Dear Friends,
It is probably difficult for us to imagine ourselves being directly involved in oppressing the poor and
the needy and probably we are not. The attitudes that lead to such oppression, however, can easily become
part of our lives. In the first reading, it is clear that the oppressors are those who want to have money. Our
whole culture seems to tell us that we should have money and power. We can begin to think in this way and
slowly begin to put that value of money as more important than the value of sharing what we have with
others.
Today’s Gospel speaks about learning how to use well whatever we have. There is an admiration for
the dishonest steward not for his dishonesty but for his ability to figure his way out of a mess that he had
created. What about us? How able are we to figure out the spiritual life and to work towards its goals?
Perhaps at times we seem able to figure out the spiritual life because it is not all that complicated. Do
we begin to live spiritually then? Today’s readings seem to invite us to know the spiritual life, to know what
it means to follow the Lord, and also to live that knowledge in our lives.
So many people say: “I believe in God” and that is all the further their belief goes. We are invited to
reflect on God’s work and to allow that word to transform us entirely. The second reading assures us that
God is there, willing for us to be saved, eager for us to respond to His love.
Let us ask today for a deeper knowledge and understanding of our faith and for the gifts of the Holy
Spirit to give us strength to live that knowledge and understanding.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
THANK YOU: Last week the Madonna della Cava committee
members sent a thank you to the parish. This week, we wish to
thank them for the generous donation of $300 to St. Anthony
Parish. The time and efforts invested in presenting a feast for
the Madonna is evident but the dedication of the members to
our Blessed Mother is the most important of all. On behalf of a
grateful parish, thank you again for your generosity.
Reminder: To those individuals that have scheduled weekend
Masses – If there is another intention sharing your date, it is
always printed in the bulletin ahead of time. When the gifts are
being received and two families come forward to bring gifts, we
ask you to be gracious and leave either the wine or the hosts
for the other family to bring up. If there is more than one family
member, the Prayer Intention Book can be brought up by an
additional person or they are welcome to accompany your
family gift bearer. For questions, kindly speak to Fr. Juan.
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, but you may bring your items anytime.
Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.

AREA CHURCH FAIRS
St. Denis Annual Fall Bazaar, 85 Main Street, Ashburnham on
Saturday, September 21 from 10 - 6pm. Food, games, craft
items, theme baskets and more!
St. Edward the Confessor Oktoberfest, 10 Church Street,
Westminster. An Octoberfest Dinner will be held on Saturday,
Oct. 5th from 5 to 7 pm at Church Hall. Pot Roast with
vegetables, gravy, green beans, salad, rolls and dessert. Cost is
$10 adult, $5 child under 12, children under 6 eat free. Tickets
are available at the door. For more information, please call
Wendy Provencial at 978-874-0767.
Fall Cursillo Weekends Cursillo or "short course in Christianity"
is an uplifting and educational experience. The weekend is
facilitated by a team of laypeople and clergy who deliver
organized talks and discussions. Men’s Weekend: Oct. 10-13;
Women’s Weekend: Nov. 14-17. All weekends will be held at
the Immaculate Conception Spiritual Renewal Center in
Putnam, CT. For additional information, please contact Sue
Leighton at 508-278-3155 or sleighton1958@gmail.co... or
visit www.fourthday.org.
PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER 515
Main Street, Fitchburg cordially invites you to our 17th Annual
Fundraising Banquet. To be held on Thursday, October 24,
2019 – 6 p.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel, 99 Erdman Way,
Leominster. Register at www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org - Or
email us at gail.carenet@verizon.net or call us at 978-3424244.
SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND
Next weekend at all Masses we will have a second collection for
Religious Education to off-set program expenses. If you have
not turned in an envelope already, this will be an opportunity to
donate! Please be generous as this program is offered free to
our parish families. We thank our teaching staff for generously
volunteering their time!
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305 Wanoosnoc Road
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Kimberly Morse
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formerly Morse Printing
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
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info@protectiveservicesalarm.com
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Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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